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Of Grammar. | 
RAMMAR is the Art of Speaking and Writing 
any Language right and properly, and it has 
four Parts, and theſe are called, Ortbography, Etymology, 
Syntax, and Proſedy. | | 

But as this Book is not intended for infants, I pre- 
ſume every Perſon that has it, muſt already know that 
Letters make Syllables, Syllables make Words, Words, 
make Sentences, Ec, therefore I ſhall begin with 

Stops or Points, and Marks or Notes, 

As Writing is the very Image of Speech, there are 
ſeveral Points and Marks made uſe of in it, not only 
to mark the Diſtance of Time in pronouncing, but alſo 
to prevent any Confuſion or Obſcurity in the Senſe of 
the Writer, whereby it may the more readily be diſ- 
tinguiſhed and compretiended by the Reader, 

There are four Points or Stops uſed in Reading, viz. 
Comma, Semicolon, Colon, Period or full Step. 

Tho Comma ny thus (,) is the ſhorteſt Pauſe ; 
as O Sing unto the Lord, for he is merciful, long-/ufferin 
flow to Krall, RE in Gale nd 725100 2 

A Semicolon, marked thus (;) is a Pauſe ſomewhat 
longer than a Comma, This Point ought to be made 
in the Sub-aiviſion of the Members of a Sentence; As 
the Shadow moves, and we do not perceive it; or as the 
Tree grows, and we do not apprehend it; /a Man, &c. 


A 5 A Co- 


"4 A Pt ain and EAS v 
A Colon, marked thus, (:) is uſed when the Senſe 
is perfect, but the Sentence not quite ended; as, IJ the 
Enemy advances, I command you to give Battle if not, 
march ftirait to the City, | | 
A Period marked thus, (.) is the greateſt Pauſe, 
and is made when the Sentence 1s completely ended ; 
as, Learning makes Life ſweet, and produces Pleaſure, 
Trengquilty, Gloty, and Praiſe. Ins 5 
An Futerregation marked thus (?) is made when a 
Queſtion is aſked ; as, Will you grant me this Fawour ; 
ail you lend me Fifty Pound? ; 
An Exclamation,. Admiration, or Wonder, marked thus 
1) is a Direction for raiſing the Tone of Voice upon 
ome vehement Paſſion being expreſſed: as, O that Yil- 
lain O wretchet Man O that I had newer been born ! 
The Marks or Notes to be met with in Reading are, 
1. An Apoſtrophe, marked thus () uſed to abbreviate 
Aa Word. | | g 
23. Caret, thus () placed where ſome Word is left 
out in Writing, and put over it. This is alſo called a 


Circumfiex, when placed over ſome Vowel of a Word 


ro denote a long Syllable; as Fuphrates. 

3. An Hyphen, thus (-) uſed in joining the Syllables 
df Words, and compounded Words together; as Bed- 
chamber. | 
4. An Accent, thus () being placed over a Vowel, 

denotes that the Tone or Streſs of the Voice in Pro- 
nouncing is upon that Syllable. | | 
F. Breve () is a crooked Mark for a Vowel, and 

denotes that it is ſounded quick. | 
6. Diareſis, thus (*) is two Points placed over two 
Vowels, that would otherwiſe make a Diphthong, and 
parts them into two Syllables. 
7. Parenthefis, thus (] ſerves to illuſtrate a Sentence, 

and may be left out, and yet the Senfe remain intire. 
8. A Paragraph, thus (J) placed at the Beginning 
of a new Diſcourſe, and denotes what is contained in 

a Sentence or Period. 

9. A Quotation, thus ( % to fignify the Words ſo 
marked are tranſcribed from the Writings of another 
in his own Words: Or the Expreſſions of another in his 


aon Words. 
10, An 
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10. An Index () ſhews ſomewhat very remarkable. 


11. A Section, thus ( 5 } is the Sub-divifion of a-Difo 
courſe, or Chapter, into leſſer Parts or Portion. 
12. An Aferiſn, thus (*), an Obelife (+), and Paral- 
lels (), with the Letters of the Alphabet, Figures, &c. 


refer to the Margin or Bottom of the Page. 
Of Capitals, ur Great Letters. 


1. LL proper Names of Perſons, Places, Seas, Ri- 
vers, Ships, Winds, Months, c. ſhould” be 
diſtinguiſhed by beginning with Capital Letters. 


= 2. Always begin a Noun Subſtantive in a Sentence 
Vich a Capital. ei a 

3. Let the firſt Word of every Epiſile, Book, Note, 
Verſe, Bill, &c. begin with a Capital. 


« 
o 
— 


. 


4. If any Saying, or Paſſage, of an Author, be 
= in his own Words, it begins with a. Capital, 


Y 134 though it be not immediately after a full Stop. 


5. Write not a Capital in the Middle of a Word 


Of Etymology. - 


Of the Bight Parts of Speech. 


Parts of Speech. Their Names are, | 


Noun, Adverb, 

Pronoun, Conjunction, 
Verb, Prepoſition, 
Participle, Interjection. 


Tymology treats of the Kinds of Words, and 
1 Netw Derivation, Change, Analogy, or Likeneſs 
do one another, jak 


VERY Word being conſidered as a Part of our 
Speech or Diſcourſe, we reckon up eight Sorts 
of Words of a different Nature, which we call Eight 


By Eight Parts of Speech are meant eight Sorts of 
Words which are uſed in Diſcourſe. And tho? there 
are thouſands of Words in the Engliſh Language, yet 
there are but eight Sorts; for every Word we. uſe in 


{peaking, is either a —_ (or an Adjective, 
A N 


which 
fignifiey 


"WW 
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ſignifies the Quality or Manner of a Noun) or a Pro- 
noun, or a Verb, or a Participle, or an Adverb, or a 
Conjunction, or a Prepoſition, or an Interjection. 1 
The Parts of Speech are the ſame in Engliſh as in 
Latin: And in all other Languages as well as Latin : 
For that which is a Noun in Eagliſb, is a Noun in the 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, Sc. Languages. 


Of a Noun. 


| Noun is the Name of a Thing that may be per- - 
A ceived either by the Senſes or Underſtanding. RY 
So that whateyer can be heard, ſeen, ſmelt, taſtel, 
felt or underſtood, is a Noun, And a Noun Subſtan- 
give is the Thing itſelf; as a Man, a Boy, a Dog, a 
Pen. And the Adjective is a Word that expreſſes the 
Qualities or Properties of a Thing; as rich Man, oor 5] 
Bey, wiſe, feoliſh, great, ſmall, &c. For if any one ſays, 
I fee a rich, I ſee a poor, &c. in theſe Sayings there is 
no Senſe, nor do I underſtand the Meaning of them; am 
but it requires that a Subſtantive be added to each Ad- | 
jective to make Senſe; as, I /ee a rich, what? Man; 
.4 ſee a poor Boy, &c." 

In Nouns there are two Numbers, the Singular and 
the Ploral: The fingular Number is uſed when we 
ſpeak of one ſingle Thing; as, a Boy, a Dog, a Tree. 
The plural Number is uſed when we ſpeak of more 
Things than one; as, Boys, Dogs, Trees. The plural ü 
Number is commonly made by adding (s) to the Sin- 
gular, as Boy, Boys, Dog, Dogs, Tree, Trees. But when 
the ſingular Number ends in ch, , /5, or x, then the 
Pronunciation requires that {es} be added to the Sin- 
gular; as Church, Church-es, Bruſh, Bruſh es, Witneſs, 
Witneſſ-es, Box, Box es. But if the ſingular Number 
ends In e, ze, ce, or in ge, pronounced ſoft, then the 
{s) that is added, cannot be heard in the Sound, ex- 
cept it make another intire Syllablez as Horſe in the 
Singular has but one Syllable, Hor/es in the Plural 
two; Breeze one, Breez-es two; Face one, Faces 

two; Age one, Ag-es two. Words that end in or 
(fe) do, for their better ſounding, make their Plural 
by changing (/ and (+) into (wes); as, 


Sing, 


C 
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Ses. Pior, |, Sing: Per. 
1 5 1 Ca, e 115 132 
e nl . + 2 bief, Wen &e. 


„ 


make their Plural 55 adding 55 and iy 
ing in /, 75 as, Ruff, Mop & dn, Stuff, 5 464 


= Saf, altho' it ends in (V, m akes Sabel i {St laral, 


Some Words make their Plural by adding en, As; 
Child, Children; Brother, Brethren,” or Brothers; Mas, 
Men; Woman, Women ; Ox, Oxen; Chicken is not 
Plural, for we ſay Chickens,\hot Chicks, Singular Chicks 
en. Some Words form their Plural othetwiſe'than by 
adding 2, en or en, to: * ho gen . Are er 


irregulars as n 4 

Singe Pllor. sing. = Plur. . 
Die IAI Die- I Penny "| & I] Pence... 
Mouſe I f U Mice | | Tooth © 3 Teeth, Ke. 


And ſome Wards have no ſingular 3 as After, 
Bever Bellows, Breeches, Eutraili, Lungs, Sciſſars, Sun e 
= /er:, Tongs, Wages, And many Words have no plural 
= Number, as the Names of Men and Women, Cities, 
Mountains, Rivers, Ec. The Names of Virtues, Vices, 


Metals, Corns, except Bean, which makes Beans, and 


Piea, Peas. The Names of moſt Herbs, and alſo the 
Words 4e, Beer, Bread, Butter, Honey, Milk, er ma- 
ny ochers, want the plural Number. 


_ Of the Gexitive Caſe. g 


Ti En gl/b have but one Caſe, and that is the 
Genitive, which ends in the Singular and Plural 
in , or es, if the Pronunciation requires it; as Pope's 
Works, or the Works'of Pope; Miltow ton's — or the 
Poems of Milton; Tate's Palms, or the Fam of 


Tate, &c. 
Of Grader, 


BY Engliſh properly have no Genders; and. ” 
we have one great Advantage above all others, 
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Governor, Governefs, Maſter, 


If 
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in being: freed from the Trouble of Variety of Cafes, 
becauſe the Nouns have no Diverfity of Endidgs; ſo 
likewiſe our having no Difference of Genders is an 
dyantage full as great as the former: All Languages, 
oth. ancient and modern, l Difference in 
Gender in their Nouns ercept the gf and Chingfe 


Langua Bo 
By Gender i is meant the Diſtinction of Sex, or the 
Dine: . between Male and Female. We have four 


Ways of diſtinguſhing two Genders, of the Male and 
Female Sex. 


1. When we. would ex * the Difference of Sex, 
we kk it (after the ſame Manner as we diſtinguiſh the 
1 1075 n by different. Wards. | 90 
Relation to. Perſons; - 119d mac) vo 2 
— 811 Fama. ie ale. ray 
Batchelor, Maid, Virgin. | Drone. Bee. 
Boy, 5 Girl. I Father, Mother, 


Bridegroom, Bride. Gander, Goſe. 


Brother, - „ Baller-- © 1} Horſe, . | Mare. i 
Buck, r | Huſband, * Wife, S. 


. But when there are not two different Words to 
expreſs both Sexes, or when both Sexes' are compre. 
hended under one Word, then we add another Word 
to diſtinguiſh the Sex; as a Male Child, a' Finale 
Child; a He Goat for the Male, 4 The Goat for the 
Female. 
We n add Alber Subſtzotive to the 
Word: to diſtinguiſh the Sex; as a Man Servant, 4 
Maid Servant, a Cock Sparrow, a Hen Spurroab. 
4. There are likewiſe ſeveral Words which dif- 
tinguiſh the Female from the Male Sex by the * 


ing 7 3 as, | 
Female. | Hal. Female. | 
Abbas, Abbeſs. | Heir, Heireſs. 


AQor, Actreſs. | Hunter, Huntreſs. 
Adulterer, Adultreſs, | Jew, leweſs. 5 
Baron Baroneſs. Lion, Lioneſs. 


Miſtreſs, &e. 


{ 


* 
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Note, That the common and ordinary Words we 
uſe to expreſs the Difference of Sex by, are He and 
She, When we ſpeak of the Male Sex, we uſe the 
Word He; and when we ſpeak of the Female Sex, 
we uſe the Word She: But when we ſpeak of a Thing 
that is neither of the Male nor Female Sex, but in- 

animate, we uſe the Word #4, _ 10 
| Of the Arcicles. | 58 
N Article is a Word or Syllable ſet before a Subs 
ſtantive for the mo e particular expreſſing of it; 
as, a Book; that is, /ome Book, or other; the Mas; 
that is, /ome certain Man ſpoke of before, There are 
only two Articles in the Engliſh Language, à and te 

— theſe are really Adjectives, and are uſed ö 
in the ſame Manner as other Adjectives. 4 is wrote 
before a Word beginning with a Conſanant,; but 
when the Subſtanuve begins with a Vowel, or b, if 
the h be not ſounded, then we write az inſtead of as 
as, an Aſ;, an Eye, an. Hour, but a Hare, a Hand, &c. 
becauſe the 5 is ſounded, 4 is an Article of Number, 
and fignifies as much as ene, and is put for it; 23 a 
Man, 1. e. one Man; an Hour, i. e. one Hour; 
is therefore ſet only before Words of the ſingular 
Number. The is a demonſtrative Artiele, becauſe it 
ſhews what particular Perſon or Thing you mean in 
ſpeaking or writing; the is wrote before the fingular 


and plural Number; as, the Man, the Men; the A 
the Aſſes. | | WI n 


Of the Compariſon of Aafediue r. 
OMPARISON is the Altering the Signification 
of a Word into more or leſs Degrees, where 
we ſay that one Thing is light, another Gghter, and a 
third lighten. And only Adjectives are compared ; 
they being only capable of having their Signifcation 
increaſed or diminiſhed. There are three Degrees of 
Compariſon ; the Poſitive, the Comparative, and the 
Superlative. The Poſitive Degree is the AdjeQive 
itſelf ſimply, without any Likeneſs or Compariſon, as 
D hard, great. The Comparative heightens - or 
leſſens the Poſitive in Signification, as /ofter;, harder, 
greater. 
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rater. The ſuperlative heightens or leſſens the 
Walke) to a very high or a very low Degree, as 
fofteft, hardeft, greate}t. MN Fa 

There are ſome Adjectives which are not compared 


according to the foregoing Rules, and are therefore 
irregular; as, Fr 


Pof. Com. Super. | Pof. 


good, better, beſt. little, 
worſe, worſt, | much, more, moſt, 


Note, That ſome Adverbs are alſo compared, as up, 
upper, uppermoſt ; above, over, overmoſ} z; behind, hinder, 
bindermoſt ; beneath, nether, nethermoſt ; oft, ener = 
w#:ff, &c. All AdjeQives cannot be compared, be- 
- cauſe their Signification does not admit of Increaſe ; 
as all, every one, any, each, ſome, &c. And it would 
not be good Engliſh to ſay, more wiſer, and moſt wile 
oft; for we ought to ſay, wiſer, or more wiſe ; ' wiſe}, 
er moſt wiſe, | | 


S &# < + 4+ "=" 
» 


Com. Super. 
leſs, leaſt, 


Of. the Pronouns. 


» A Pronoun is a Part of Speech which 1s uſed in- 
41 ſtead of a Noun Subſtantive, and can ſupply the 


Want of a Noun Subſtantive properly; as inſtead of 


ſaying, Thou Jobn didft it, I ſay, Thou didi it: So in- 
ſtead of ſaying, He Thomas did it, I ſay, He did it; 
and inftead of ſaying, the Book of David, we ſay, 
15 Book, &c. All Diſcourſe is confined to three 
eads ; for we either ſpeak of our/elves, to another, or 
of another; And theſe three Heads are called by the 
Name of Perſons, there being three Perſons in Diſ- 
couùrſe; that is, three Heads which comprehend and 
contain all the Branches of our Diſcourſe or Speech, 
There are four Kinds of Pronouns, viz. per/onal, de - 
monſtratiwe, relative, and interrogative. 
Pronouns are, I. thou, you, he, ſbe, thee, him, her. 
The demonſtrative Pronouns are, this, that. Note 1. 
This in the Plural makes zhe/e; and that makes thoſe. 
Note 2. That is frequently uſed inſtead of who, whom, 

or which, though not properly. | 
He, that, who, whom, without a Queſtion, are called 
*, Relatives; and what, which, aubo, wham, * 
1 when 


* 


The perſonal 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR. +9 


when we ask a Queſtion, are called Interro tives. 
Note, That who/e and it, are Genitives inſtead of 
F whom, of it. | | . 
Of Verbs. | | \% "£1 


Verb is a Word that betokens Being, Doing, 
or Suffering: Or it is that Part of Speech 
which expreſſes what is affirmed or ſaid of Things, 
1. Zing denotes the being in fome Poſture, or Situa- 
tion, or Circumſtance, or ſome way or other affected; 
as, 7 ard, to fit, to lie, to be cold, &c. 2. Dojng de- 
notes all Manner of Action; as, 7o eat, o fg ht, ta 
W zwrite. 3. Suffring denotes the Impreſſions that Per- 
ſons or Things receive, Thoſe Verbs that ſignify 
merely Being, are called eſſential Verbs ; thoſe that 
ſignify Doing, are called Verbs active, thoſe that fig- 
nify Suffering, are called Verbs paſſive. But we 
have in our Tongue no Verbs paſſive. A 2. 
A Verb has two Forms or Voices; the active and 
paſſive, The active Voice expreſſes what is done by 
the Nominative or Perſon, the Agent before it; as, 
I love, I hate, The paſſive Voice, which is made by 
the helpipg Verb an, expreſſes what is done to, or 
ſuffered hy the Nominative or Perſon, the Patient be- 
fore it; as, I am burned, I am hated, There are 
three Tenſes or Times, becauſe all Time is either 
faſt, preſent, or 10 come; that is, 1, the preſent Time 
that now is; 2. the preter or paſt Time, that is 
paſt; 3. the future Time, that is yet to come, But 
an Engliſh Verb has _ two Tenſes or Times dif. 
tinguithed by different Terminations, v.. the pre- 
ſent Time and the preter Times. The preſent Tenſe 
or Time is the Verb itſelf, as mourn; and the pre- 
WE tcrite or paſt Time is commonly made by adding 
* 7 to it, or 4 When it ends in e, as mourned, be- 
; ed. 


Of the Verb Active and Neuter. 


Verb Adi ve is a Verb that can have after it a 
Noun ſignifying the Subject of the Action or 
| impreſſion 
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impreſſion that the Verb is uſed to denote: Or it fig. 
niſies ſo to act, as that the Action paſſes over upon ſome 
other Thing; as, to receive a Wound, to fight a Lion, 
fo kill a Dog. 18 | | 

A Verb Neuter is a Verb which ſignifies the State 
or Being, and ſometimes the Action of a Perſon or 
Thing ; but it can have no Noun after it, 'That is, 
when it denotes Action, the Action does not paſs 
upon any other Thing: For we do not ſay, ro wow 
a Thing, to walk a Thing, &c. This Verb is alſo 
called a Verb abſolute, becauſe the Action is termi- 
nated in the ſame Perſon or Thing; as, Fehn laughs, 
Mary grieves, &c, Here the Action does not paſs 
upon a Subject different from them who act. Hence 
it appears, that there are two Sorts of Neuter Verbs: 
1. One Sort that does not ſignify Action, but de- 
notes the Being or State of a Perſon or Thing, either 
in reſpe& to its Poſtare or Situation; as, 52 to lie, 
fo hang, &c. 2. The other Sort of Verbs Neuter 
ſignify Action, but. in ſuch a Manner, that the 
Action does not paſs upon a Subject different from 
what acts; as, 70 creep, to walk, &c, So, the Horſe 
walks ; here the Action of Walking does not paſs 
upon any other Subject, but the Action is terminated 
in the Horſe's Self. Though ſome Verbs are Neu- 


ter, which ſignify Action, and expreſſed like Verbs 


paſſwe; as, I am grieved, for I grieve; 1 an re- 


goiced, for 1 rejoice; I am laid, for J lie, &c. 


Of the Adverb. 


N Adverb is a Part of Speech (or a Word) 
that is joined to a Verb, AdjeQive, Participle, 
or to another Adverb, to ſhew ſome Quality, Man- 


ner, or Circumſtance thereof, 1. When joined to a 


Verb, the Verb ſignifies Being, Doing, or Suffering ; 
the Adverb is joined to it to ſhew how, or whether or 
no, or when, or where one is, does, or ſuffers; as 
the Boy reads WELL, but behaves 1LL; he reads now, 
be reads THEN, he reads THERE, 2. To an Adjec: 


tive; 


25 > 1 
* 2 5 
3 5 ; . "0 > . wa i * 
= . - 1 1 n r 1 * 
. ant ed * * "i @ < Y » ö - 
s A _- K PER 3, 4 | — 3 St 3 ol * . q 
F 7 - * 
* 4 4 4 * 
% 34 


W 5 
n 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 11 


cave; as, the Man is now good, though LATELY wwick- 
. z. Toa Participle; 3 as, ONCE the Boy learned we- 
55 WELL, but NOW 14 idle by zeig. 4. ?To another 
© Adverb; as, be it Now very rich, though lately bery 
.. There are many kinds of Adverbs; as, 


1. Of Time; as, 20-day, to-morrow, yeſter- day, not 


| 1 0 N 5 nodo. 

) 4 7 | 2, Of Place; as, here, there, _ below, vile, 
) © wi 2 

4 : 3. Of Number; ; as, once, twice, thrice 2 
Wrarely. 

4 4. Of Order; * Us, lately, laft of all, ſecondly, 
| Bir 7 . 

5. Of Quantity ; as, enough, ſufficient. 


6. Of Affirming; as, . , 1 

7. Of Denying; as, nay, no, no. 

9. Of Doubting; as, perhaps, peradventure. ö 

9. Of G . 3 as, how, as, fo, more, the, 

With 

10. Of Quality ; of which Sort there are a great 

Number ending in /y, that are formed of Adjectives; 

s, barely, conflantly, Juftt » falſely, N &c.. and. 

they commonly admit of Compariſon, and are com- 
: 1 pared by more and moſt; as, prudently, more deu * 

A moſt pradently. 
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Of a Conjunction. 


Conjunction is a Part of Speech which joins Sen- 
tences together, and ſhews the Manner of their- 


I) 3 upon one another. 

e, | 

n- Of Conjcndiions there are ſeveral Sorts ; as, 

N 1. Copulative; as, and, alſo, both, neither, nor. 

or 2. Disjunctive; as, either, or. | 

15 3. Conceſſive; as, though, although, albeit. 

Vs Adverſ; ö J 
* — * ative; as, but, yet, notwithſtanding, ne- 
e 3 


5. Caſual; as, for, that, becauſe, 


of 
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73 n Interjecions. n e 


N. Interjection is a Part of Speech irc: into. 
Diſcourſe; and it is a compendious Way of 


oy — a Whole Sentence in one Word, and uſed 
- only to repreſent the Paſſions and Emotions: of the 
Soul, that the Shortneſs of the one might the ſooner 


expreſs the Suddennefs and Quickneſs of the N. 


of Interjections there are ſeveral Sorts. PE: 
Joy; as, Bey] brave ! io „ 
| Grief; as, ah alas! ace me 
Wonder; as, O ftrange! &c. &c. &c. 


Oy the Accent. 
The Accent never changes its Place when (/) is 


added to a Dyſſyllable; as, Rigbtrouſicſi from righ- 
feous, &c. ISS 


When the > Sed WR before the Penult i is doubled; 
as, Apparel, a n confider, immode 2 &c. 


When the Penult is ſhort by Poſition; as, accimpliſh 
abandon, &c. from this except Overture. 


As the Accent is the Riſing or Felling the Voice up- 
on ſome Syllable in the Word, ſo Em phafis! is the Ri- 
fing or Falling of the Voice upon . a Word or 
Words in a Sentence, wherein the Force of the Senſe 
doth more peculiarly conſiſt; and is uſually diſtin- 


wiſhed by putting ſuch Words in another Character, 
och as the Italic, &c. 


Quantity is the Length or Shortneſs of Syllables. 
A long Syllable takes double the Time that is re- 
quired to pronounce a ſhort one; marked thus, * 
(- )» and I 15 ſhort ; as, rib, ſhort; 1030, long. 
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On BUSINESS. 


LETT EMRs: 
To a Merchant or Tradeſman offering Correſpondence. 


SIR, London, Sept. 6, 1765. 


| Y Apprenticeſhip with Mr. Johnſon bein 
SI — 5 which 1 hea moſt 27. 
KF M vincing Proofs of the Integrity as well as 
W. of Punctuality of your Dealings; I am thereby 
induced now to offer youmyCorreſpondence; 
and doubt not but you will uſe me as well as you have 
done him; in Return you may expect the ſame Punc- 
tuality with regard to my Payments. In doing this you 
cannot diſoblige Mr. 7ahn/on, fir.ce my Shop is at too 
great a Diſtance from his, to be in the leaft prejudicial 
to his Intereſt, I depend upon your ſending me the 
following Order as cheap as poſſible, and am, 


TR 
Your hamble Servant, 
B LE T. 


The BRITISH 


„ nenne 
The Merchant or Tradeſman's Anſwer. 


* O URS I received, and chearfully embrace the 
proffered Favour; having the utmoſt Reaſon to 
conclude, that a good Apprentice will make a good Maſ. 
ter. I wiſh you Succeſs in Buſineſs, and have taken 
Care to ſerve you in the ſame Manner as Mr. of 0bnjon, 
not doubting, but that you will make as punctual Re. 
1 turns as he does; which intitles him to a more favour- 
F able Uſage than could be otherwiſe afforded. I have 


2 * of + 4 * r ²˙A er er ata r „ e 
BY * * — 2 * 


' 1 ſent the Contents of your Order by the Charming Molly, 
1 Captain Trueman, in ſeven Bales, marked I O; and am 
|| i Your obliged Servant, 


— 


=... ELETTER Wl 
| To a Correſpondent, deſiring a Remittance of Caſh, 


SIR, 
T 


AM ſorry, that the preſent Situation of my affairs I 


„ 
6E * 

4 

1 " * 


ſtanding, yet would I not have applied to you, bad! i 


| beg, Sir, you will remit me as much towards it as you 
F can, without Prejudice to your own Affairs; and un 
| will extremely oblige 3 
| * . Your moſt humble Servant, 


—_— 


* 


we 1:4. A B27. 
The Correſpondents Anſwer, 


SIR. | 
T affords me the higheſt Pleaſure, that I can im- 

1 mediately remit you a Note of fifty Pounds; and. 
at the ſame Time aſſure you, that 1 have the ple | 
ope 


conſtrains me to requeſt of you the Ballance of Ac- f : 
counts between us. Though they have been of long 


| known ſo well how to anſwer my preſſing Occaſions W 
any other Way. If it ſuits you not to pay the Whole, 1 


LET TE R-WRITER. 3 


ing able in a very ſhort Time to adjuſt the 
— — which — ſhall commence a freſh 
one; and which I hope to be more punctual in diſ- 
charging, than I have been in the laſt, I am, very 
ſincerely, | 
Your. Friend and Servant. 


eat 


A more urgent Demand of Payment. 


Me. Smith, 
”_— Exigence of Affairs compels me thus im- 


portunately, nay peremptorily to write to you. 
Can you think it poſſible to carry on Buſineſs after the 
Manner you act by me? You know what Promiſes you 
have made, and how, from Time to Time, you have 
broken them. Can I therefore depend upon any new 
ones you make ? If you uſe others as you do me, how 
can you think of carrying on Buſineſs? If you do 
not, what muſt I think of a Man, who deals worſe by 
me, than he does with others ? If you think you may 
. treſpaſs more upon me, than you can on others, that 
is a very bad Compliment to my Prudence, or your 
own Gratitude ; for, ſurely, good Uſage ſhould be 
entitled to good Uſage. I know how to allow for 
Diſappointments as well as any Man ; but can a 
Man be diſappointed for ever? Trade is ſo indepen- 
dent a Thing, that it cannot be carried on without 
mutual Punctuality. Does not the Merchant expect 
it from me, for thoſe very Goods I ſend you? And can 
I make a Return to him, without receiving it from you? 
What End can it anſwer to give you two Years Credit, 
and then be at an Uncertainty, for Goods which [I ſell 
at a ſmall Profit, and have not fix Months Credit for 
myſelf ? Indeed, Sir, this will never do. I muſt be 
more punctually uſed by you, or elſe muſt deal as 
little punctually with others; and what then muſt be 
the Conſequence ? In ſhort, Sir, 1 expect a handſome 
Vayment by the next Return, and Security for the Re- 
B 2 mainder z 
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mainder ; and ſhall be very loth to take any harſh Me. 
thods to procure this Juſtice to myſelf, my Family, and 
my own Creditors, For I am, if it be not your own 
Fault 

; Your faithful Friend and Servant, 


— 


LETTER VI. 


| Anſwer to the former. 
SIX, 


_—_— E Juſtice of your Demand I cannot deny, but 
muſt beg Leave to aſſure you, that nothing but the 
abſolute Want of Power prevented my Compliance, 

To atone however for paſt Deficiencies, I ſend you 
the incloſed Draught for fifty Ponnds, which you will 
be pleaſed to carry to my Credit; and aſſure you of 
more punctual Treatment for the future. Your Tet. 
ter is no bad Leſſon to me; I have conned it often, 
and hope to improve by it. [ am ready to give you my 
Bond for the Remainder,. Part of which I will keep 
paying every Month, till it is all diſcharged ; what 
I write to you for in the Interim, ſhall be paid for 
on Receipt of the Goods. This, I hope, Sir, will 
ſatisfy you for the preſent. If I could do better, I 
would, but ſhall be ſtreightened to do this; but, I 


think, in Return for your Patience, I cannot do leſs, 


to convince you, that I am now, at laſt, in earneſt. I 
beg you will continue to me the ſame good Uſage and 
Service I have met with from you hitherto; and that 
you will believe me to be, unfeignedly, 


Tour obliged humble Ser want. 


Err 3 
From a Tenant ta a Landlord, excuſing Delay of Wl 
Payment, Vi 
IX, | 
M Y Inability to comply with your reaſonable Ex- 
peQations, gives me the utmoſt Concern. I have 


ſuſtained ſuch heavy Loſſes, ard met with ſuch great 
| Diſap- 


LETTER WRITE R. 


Diſappointments of late, that I muſt intrude another 
Quarter on your Goodneſs, Then whatever Shifts I 
am put to, you ſhall hear to more Satisfaction than 
at preſent, from, 


S I R, | 
Your moſt humble Servant. 


— 


L ETT EN 
From à Country Tenant on the ſame Occaſion. 


Good Sir, 
13 very ſorry, that T am thus obliged, through 


Family, to beg your Patience a Month or two longer. 
The Wheat-harveſt, I hope, will furniſh me with the 
Means to anſwer your juſt Expectations, which will 
be a great Contentment to 


Your honeſt Tenant, and humble Serwant. 


i — 
— — 


LETTER IX. 
Anſwer to the former. 


36 Yoawell. 


F ROM your former Punctuality, I am induced to 
believe you are an honeſt Man, and as I am un- 
willing to diſtreſs any honeſt Man, comply with your 
Defire, but hope that I ſhall not meet vith the worſe 
Uſage for my Forbearance ; for Lenity abuſed, even 
in generous Tempers, provokes Returns, that ſome 
People would call ſevere ; but ſhould not be deemed 
ſuch, if juſt, I am 


% 


Yours, &e. 


\ B 3 LET. 


many unforeſeen Accidents, both in my Farm and 
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L.ETHX ER @. | 
. Soliciting the Loan of a Sum ef Money from a Friend, 


Dear Sir, 

ELYING on our long and diſintereſted Friendſhip, 
R and the Senſe you have long poſſeſſed of my 
Principles, I thus 3 to requeſt the Loan of Thirty 
Guineas for about a Month, if you can ſpare that 
Sum without Detriment to yourſelf. 

I have been diſappointed and preſſed for Money at 
the ſame Time: It is an unlucky, but not an uncom- 
mon Circumſtance. You will believe me, that I would 
not atk this of you, if I were not certain to give it to 
you back ; but if it be the leaſt Inconvenience to you 
to ſpare the Money at all, or to be ſo long without it, 
pray refuſe me, | 


T am, dear Sir, 
Yours with the greateſt Sincerity, 


8 — et... er 


ö 


A generous Offer of Aſiſtance to a Friend, who had 
ſuſlained great Leſſes by the Failure of a Correſpondent, 


Dear Sir, 


S Friendſhip is always beſt tried by Adverſity, I 

\ take this earlieſt Opportunity of condoling with 
you on the Loſs I am informed you ſuſtain by the Fai- 
lure of Mr. Watis. I hope you behave under it like 
the Man of Prudence you have always ſhewn yourſelf, 
and as one who knows how liable all Men are to Miſ- 
fortunes. As I am really defirous of giving you Con- 
ſolation, I chearfully offer my Service to anſwer any 
preſent Demand, and you are at Liberty to draw upon 
me to the Amount of 200. which you may have the 
Uſe of for a Twelvemon:h or more, if your Affairs 
require it, In accepting of which you will give great 


Pleaſure to 
Your fiucere Friend. 
LE T- 


— 


„ c RR ET RT 


LET TER-WRIT ER. "= 


L.E FTE R XII. 
Anſwer to the former. 


My dear Friend, 


ORDS fail me, when TI attempt to expreſs the 
; Senſe J retain of your generous, © benevolent 
Offer. My Loſs indeed is heavy, but I find that fo 
kind a Friend is capable of making it light. I thank- 
fully accept of a Part of your generous Offer, and am 
ready to give you my Bond for 100/. payable in a 
Year. This Sum is all I ſhall have Occaſion for; and 
if I did not know I could then return it, would not 
accept of your Favour, I am, dear Sir, 


Your moſt faithful 
and obliged humble Servant. 


— 1 


LETTER XI. 
From an Inſolvent Debtor, requeſting the Acceptance of 


2 


——_ 


a Compoſition. 


i 


STIR, 


4 1 H E melancholy Occaſion of theſe Lines give me 
no leſs Concern, than I apprehend they will you 
Surpriſe; but I think it my Duty thus ingenuouſly to 
acquaint you, that through ſome unforeſeen Accidents, 
it is impoſlible for me to carry on Buſineſs longer. I 
am ſorry, Sir, that your Debt is ſo large, and the 
Compoiition I am able to make fo ſmall; for I am able 
to pay but five Shillings in the Pound. I have how- 
ever the Comfort of being conſcious that my Intentions 
were always honeſt, and that it would have given the 

higheſt Pleaſure to me fully to have diſcharged every 
Debt I have contracted, If, upon the Inſpection of 
my Books, you will accept of ſuch a Dividend as I am 
able to make, my other Creditors, I have Reaſon to 
hope, will follow your Example, They are to have a 
Meeting next Taęſday, 4 the Feathers, in our Town; 


4 and 
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and a favourable Line from you, who are my principal 
Creditor, will have much Weight with them, and to 
me under the greateſt Obligation. I ſhall think myſelf 
bound in Honour and Conſcience, if ever Providence 
ſhould place me in a proſperous Situation, to pay what 
you, and my other Creditors, will loſe by accepting 
the Compoſition, I am, 


$13, 
Your moſt unhappy, 


and moſt humble Servant. 


LETTER XIV, 


The Anſwer, 
1 | 
AM no. leſs concerned than ſurpriſed at the unex- 
pected News of your Misfortune; and as you have 
maintained a Correſpondence with Honour, for ſeveral 
Years, I am perſuaded of your Integrity ; readily con- 
ſent to accept of the Compoſition you mention. I have 
appointed Mr. Law/on. a very honeſt Attorney of your 
Town, to act for me in your Affairs, and have wrote 
to him accordingly. I always thought you a very 
honeſt Man, and have therefore defired him to exert 
'himfſelf in your Behalf with your other Creditors, in 
order to bring them to amicable Terms. He is alſo to 
examine your Books, and make ſuch Inquiries as he 
ſhall judge neceſſary ; and if every thing turns out as! 
with, IL ſhall very readily give you freſh Credit. I hear- Wi 
tily wiſh you better Days, and am 


Your real Friend, 


WILLIAM LEWIS. 


LE T- 


LETTER XV. 


From a young Perſon near the Expiration of his Ap- 
prenticeſhip, to a Relation, requeſting his Aſs/lance 
towards putting him into Buſineſs. 


S IX, 


H E extraordinary Kindneſs you have ſhewn to our 
unhappy Family, ever fince my earlieſt Years, 

has made an indelible Impreſſion on my Mind; and I 
flatter myſelf that I have not ſwerved during the Courſe 
of my advancing Years, either in Point of Duty or Gra- 
titude. I may be miſtaken in what I imagine farther, 
but have always thought you had no ſmall Hand in 
putting me out; for | think my Father could not have 
commanded ſuch a Sum of Money, without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of ſome generous Friend, and I can think of none 
but you. If this be the Caſe, Sir, I may be the more 
aſhamed to write to you upon the preſent Occaſion, 
ſince it is Ingratitude to * 2 one Benefit the Cauſe of 
aſking others: But I will venture to ſay in my own 
Favour, that I think my Behaviour the Time I have 
been with my Maſter, will not make againſt me in the 
Application. If 1 aſk what to you ſhall ſeem impro- 
per, all that I farther requeſt is to be pardoned, 
Sir, I have at preſent before me the Proſpe& of 
being a Journeyman at a ſmall Salary, and juft 
getting Bread, and that of being Maſter in one of 
the molt advantageous Trades: And this is the Time 
of fixing myſelf in one Situation or the other. I 
am ſenſible, Sir, you will ſee the Deſign of this 
Letter, becauſe the becoming a Maſter cannot be 
done without Money, and I have no where to apply for 
ſuch an Aſſiſtanee but to your Favour: A moderate 
Sum, Sir, will anſwer the Purpoſe; and I think I am 
ſo well acquainted with the Trade, as to be able ſoon 
to repay it; atleaſt, I am ſure I can take Care that the 
Value of it ſhall be always kept in Stock, ſo that there 
can be no Riſk of loſing any Part of it. I have made 
the Computation, and m 1001. carefully laid out, I 


can 
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can make all the Shew, that is neceſſary, and have all 
Conveniencies about me. If you will be ſo generous, 


Sir, to compleat the Goodneſs you have already begun, 


by lending me this Sum, there is nothing ſhall tempt 
me to 'endanger your loſing any Part of it; nor ſhall 
any thing ever make me forget the Obligation, 


Jam, Sir, 
Tour moſt obliged, and 
Moſt obedient humble Servant. 


— » At At r _— * 


LETTER XVI. 


From a Youth at the Univerſity, deſirous of borrowing 
Money of a Family- Acquaintance. 


S1R, 


Should not thus intrude On your Kindneſs, were I 
not conſcious that my own Conduct bears no Part in 

the melancholy Occafion of theſe Lines. Bereft of an 
affectionate Parent, and with him, of the Means neceſ- 
ſary for the Proſecution of my Studies; I can have no 
other Proſpect, if not aſſiſted by ſome benevolent Hand, 
than that ey which muſt reſult to every one in my 
Situation from Want of F riends, and conſequently Want 
of Preferment. I know you are fo diſtant a Relation, 
that I can have no Right to expect any Favour from 
you upon that Account; but I have heard my Father 
often mention your Name, and always with the greateſt 
Reſpect. Sir, if you entertain the ſame Remembrance 
of him that he always did of you, and if your. Fortune 
is ſo plentiful as I am told, perhaps e will not only 
pardon the preſent Application, as ſtrange as it may 
"ſeem from one whom you never ſaw, but comply 
with my Requeſt of ſupplying me with fourteen Pounds 
ſeven Shillings, which will anſwer all my preſent De- 


mands; and perhaps, before new Difficulties fall upon 


me, I may find ſome Friend to relieve me farther. I 
only requeſt of you, Sir, if you decline this, not to be 
offended 
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LETTER-WRITER 1; 


offended at the Preſumption of the Application; be- 
cauſe I would avoid nothing ſo carefully, as offending 


thoſe whom my Father valued. I am, 


f 


With the great] Reſpe@, 
S1R, {2-4 
Your moſt obedient bumble Servant. 


* * 


LETTER XVII. 
In Anſwer to the former. 
Dear Sir, n el 

| ud hy: the Stile in which you have applied to me, 

you ſeem to be wholly unacquainted with the Re- 
ſpe& I bear to the Memory of your worthy Father; 
whoſe Generoſity was the original Cauſe 'of my Pro- 
motion. Conſtrained therefore by every Tie of Gra- 
titude, I have ordered twenty Pounds to be paid to the 
Stage-Coachman, who will take Charge of jt, and brin 
it to you; and I pray you to let me know the Nature 6f 
your Affairs at College, for my low Education has 
given me no Knowledge of this; and whatever is ne- 
ceſſary, you ſhall moſt willingly receive from me. 
Look no farther, Sir, for a Friend, for you ſhall want 
no other, When it is your Time of coming away for 
your Holidays, let my Houſe be your Home: And, 
dear young Man, if you can condeſcend to humble 
yourſelf ſo far, be for the future my Son. A wiſe Re- 
ſtriction from your Father, prevented my marryin 
when I was very young; ſince that Time my Mind his 
been taken up with Buſineſs; and, at theſe Years 
Jam ſure I never ſhall. He little ſuppoſed, that 
in preventing my. marrying fooliſhly, he was providing 
a Father for a deſtitue Son of his own ; but Heaven 


orders all Things right, Pray write to me again im- 
mediately, I am | 


Your faithful Friend, 
B 6 LE T- 
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can make all the Shew, that is neceſſary, and have all 
Conveniencies about me. If you will be ſo generous, 
Sir, to compleat the Goodneſs you have already begun, 
by lending me this Sum, there is nothing ſhall tempt 
me to endanger your loſing any Part of it; nor ſhall 
any thing ever make me forget the Obligation. 


Jam, Sir, 
. Your moſt obliged, and 
Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


— n 17 — _—_— F 


LET TER AVI. 


From a Youth at the Univerſity, deſirous of borrowing 
Money of a Family- Acquaintance. 
$41 R, 

T Should not thus intrude on your Kindneſs, were I 
not conſcious that my own Conduct bears no Part in 

the melancholy Occaſion of theſe Lines. Bereſt of an 
affectionate Parent, and with him, of the Means neceſ- 
ſary for the Proſecution of my Studies; I can have no 
other Proſpect, if not aſſiſted by ſome benevolent Hand, 
than that Penury which muſt reſult to every one in my 
Situation from Want of Friends, and conſequently Want 
of Preferment. I know you are ſo diſtant a Relation, 
that I can have no Right to expect any Favour from 
you upon that Account ; but I have heard my Father 
often mention your Name, and always with the greateſt 
Reſpect. Sir, if you entertain the ſame Remembrance 
of him that he always did of you, and if your. Fortune 
1s ſo plentiful as I am told, perhaps you will not only 
pardon the preſent Application, as iran as it may 
"ſeem from one whom you never ſaw, but comply 


with my Requeſt of ſupplying me with fourteen Pounds 
ſeven Shillings, which will anſwer all my preſent De- 


mands; and perhaps, before new Difficulties fall upon 


me, I may find ſome Friend to relieve me farther. I 


only requeſt of you, Sir, if you decline this, not to be 


offended 
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thoſe whom my Father valued. I am, 


= 6 


LETTER-WRITER yr 


offended at the Preſumption of the Application be- 
cauſe I would avoid nothing ſo carefully, as offending 


With the greateſt Reſpec, | 
S I RX, 3 
Your moſt obedient bumble Servants 


W 1 


L E T'T-E © OW 
In Anſwer to the former. 
Dear Sir, FEE 

r A the Stile in which you have applied to me, 

you ſeem to be wholly unacquainted with the Re- 
ſpe& I bear to the Memory of your worthy Father; 
whoſe Generoſity was the original Cauſe 'of my Pro- 
motion. Conſtrained therefore by every Tie of Gra- 
titude, I have ordered twenty Pounds to be paid to the 
Stage-Coachman, who will take Charge of jt, and brin' 
it to you; and I pray you to let me know the Nature 6f 
your Affairs at College, for my low Education has 
given me no Knowledge of this; and whatever is ne- 
ceſſary, you ſhall moſt willingly receive from me. 
Look no farther, Sir, for a Friend, for you ſhall want 
no other, When it is your Time of coming away for 
your Holidays, let my Houſe be your Home: And, 
dear young Man, if you can condefcend to humble 
bien? ( ſo far, be for the future my Son. A wiſe Re- 
ſtriction from your Father, prevented my marryin 
when I was very young; fince that Time my Min hls 
been taken up with Buſineſs; and, at theſe Years 
am ſure I never ſhall. He little ſuppoſed, that 
in preventing my marrying fooliſhly, he was providing 
a Father for a deſtitue Son of his own ; but Heaven 


orders all Things right, Pray write to me again im- 
mediately, I am 


Your faithful Friend. 
B 6 | LE T- 
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LETTER XVII. 


Chaſtiſing a Friend for Breach of Promiſe in not re- 
| turning Money lent. 
SIR, 


1 A M ſorry that your Breach of Promiſe not only in- 
"duces me to alter my Opinion of your Principles, 
but reduces me to the diſagreeable Neceſſity of aſſuring 
you, that my Attachment to your Intereſt has involved 
me in many Difficulties. I have always endeavoured 
to manage my Affairs with ſo much Prudence, as to 
keep within myſelf the Power of anſwering Demands 
upon me, without troubling my Friends; and I. told 
you, I muſt expect you would keep your Word exactly 
to the four Months, or elſe I ſhould be diſtreſſed, as 
bad as you were when you applied to me. Six Months 


_ Paſſed, and you took no Manner of Notice of the Mat- 


ter, when I was forced to remind you of it, having 
been put to it, as I told you I ſhould. You took a 
Fortnight longer, under ſtill ſtronger Promiſes of Per- 


formance. And three Weeks are now expired, and 
your ſecond Promiſes are ſtill as much to be 5 


as your firſt. Is this kind, is this friendly, is it grate- 


ful, Sir, let me aſk you? And ought I to be made to 


ſuffer in my Credit, who was ſo ready to ſave yours? 
.— When, too, mine had been in no Danger, had I not 
put out of my own Power, what was then actually in it? 
I will only ſay, That if any Conſideration remains 


with you for one ſo truly your Friend, let me imme- 


diately be paid, and take from me the cruel Neceſſity 


of reproaching you for Ingratitude, and myſelf for 


Folly: Who am, 


81A. 
Dur unkindly uſed, Rc. 
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LETTER XIX. 


Recommending a Man Servant. 


SIX. 
H NG experienced the Integrity and Ability of 


the Bearer, in a Series of five Years Servitude, 
I can take upon me to recommend him to your Family, 
as qualified for the Buſineſs he undertakes, and doubt 
not, but your employing him will tend to your mutual 
Advantage, I am, 

SIX, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER X. 
Recommending a Cook Maid. 


VVV 5 


Madam, | | 
eren to Deſire I „ for, and have at length 


procured you a Cook, whom I venture to affirm 
will anſwer your moſt ſanguine Expectations.— The 
Lady whom ſhe laft ſerved has aſſured me of her So- 
briety, Honeſty, good Nature, as well as Ability in her 
Profeſſion. I therefore thought you could nat wiſh for 
a properer Perſon; and ſhall be glad it proves ſo. 
For I am, | 
| Madam, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


a 


LEFT T -& KA 
From a Servant in Town to his Maſter in the Country, 


. 


A you are detained from your Family longer than 
expected, I thought it my Duty to acquaint you 
that we are all well at Home; and to aſſure you, that 
your Buſineſs ſhall be carried on with the ſame Care and 
Fidelity 
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Fidelity as if you were preſent. We all wiſh for your 
Return as ſoon as your Affairs will permit; and it is 
with Pleaſure that I take this Opportunity of ſubſeri- 
bing myſelf, a 
SIX, ' 
Your moſt obedient, 


And faithful Servant, 


Sam, TrusTy, 


LET SK NL 
From a Perſon in the Country to his Friend in the Me- 


trepolis, requeſling him to tranſact ſome Buſineſs 
in his Behalf. 


Dear Sir, Lincoln, Sept. 6, 1761. 


s S your Occupation requires a conſtant Attendance 


on the Quay, I beg you would purchaſe a Pipe 
of Port Wine, and a Puncheon of Rum, and ſend-them 


by the readieſt Conveyance— The Charges ſhall be im- 
mediately defrayed by 


Your ſiucere Friend, 


Joann FaiTHFUL, 


IJ. 
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ha Pleaſure of doing them, You ſpeak of my 
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PARTE 5 
On FRIENDSHIP. 


LETTER I. 


On Friendſhip in general. 
Dear Sir, 


. . NO Motive can be more cogent than that of 
r - 2 Friendſhip, which regardleſs of Self - Intereſt 
vw N a ever prompts to good Offices, from the meer 
Affairs, and act in them with ſuch an Air 
of Intereſt and Satisfaction, that I can hardly avoid 
thinking that I oblige you with employing you in them. 
"Tis no ſmall Advantage to me, to have found ſuch a 
Friend at the laſt Scene of my Life; when I am good 
for nothing, and am grown ſo uſeleſs, that I cannot but 
be ſure, that, in every good Office you do me, you 
can propoſe to yourſelf no other Advantage, but the 
Pleaſure of doing it. Every one here finds himſelf o- 
bliged by your late good Company. As for myſelf, if 
you had not convinced me by a ſenſible Experiment, I 
could not have believed I could have had ſo many hap- 
y Days together, I ſhall always pray that yours may 
e multiplied. Could I in the leaſt contribute any 
thing thereto, I ſhould think myſelfhappy in this poor 
decaying State of my Health ; which, though it affords 
me little in this World to enjoy, yet I find the Charms 
of your Company make me not feel the Want of 
Strength, or Breath, or any thing elſe, 

The Biſhop of Glouceſter came hither the Day you 
went from hence, and in no very good State of Health. 
I find two groaning People make but an uncomfortable 
Concert. He returned Yeſterday, and went away in 
a ſomewhat better State. I hope he got well to Town. 


Enjoy 
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Enjoy your Health and Youth, whilſt you have it, to 
all the wes and Improvements of an innocent 
and pleaſant Life; remembering that mercileſs old Age 
is in Purſuit of you, and when it overtakes you, will 
not fail, ſome Way or other, to impair the Enjoyment 
both of Body and Mind, You know how apt I am to 

reach. I believe it is one of the Diſeaſes of old Age. 
Bur my Friends will forgive me, when I have nothing 
to perſuade them to, but that they ſhould endeavour to 
be as happy as it is poſſible for them to be: And to 
you I have no more to ſay, but that you go on in the 
Courſe you are in. I reflect often upon it with a ſecret 
Joy, that you promiſed I ſhould in a ſhort Time ſee 
you again. You are very good, and I dare not preſs 

ou: But I cannot but remember how well I paſſed my 
Time when you were here, | 


1 am, &c. 


* "oY * * * A 


LE T+I£R- II. 


To a Father, on his Neglect of the Education of his 
Children, 


Dear Friend, 
T HE Eſteem I have long maintained for your Per- 


fon and Family, conſtrains me to remind you of 
the Remiſſneſs you have long diſcovered in the Educa- 
17 tion of your Children. 
14 There is à proper Time for every Thing; and if 
Y Children are not early initiated in their Duty, and 
H thoſe Parts of Learning which are proper to their parti- 
k. cular Years, they muſt neceſſarily be diſcouraged, and 
ſet behind every one of their School-fellows, though 
13 much younger than themſelves; and you know not, Sir, 
1 what a laudable Emulation you by this Means deſtroy, 
N than which nothing is of greater Fates to Children, to 


induce them to attend to their Books; nor what a Diſ- 
grace you involve them in, with reſpect to Children 
among Children, for the Biggeſt and Eldeſt to be ſo 
much outdone by the Leaſt — 


Youngeſt, 
Nor 


_—- _ 7. LAS — 
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Nor is the Conſequence of this Defect confined to 
che School- age, as I may call it; for, as they grow up, 
they will be looked upon in an equally difcouragin 
and diſadvantageous Light, by all who converſe with 
them: Which muſt of courſe throw them into the Com- 
pany of the Dregs of Mankind; for how will they be 
able to converſe or correſpond with thoſe whoſe Ac- 
quaintance it is moſt worth their while to cultivate ? 
And, indeed, they will probably be fo conſcious of their 
Unfitneſs to bear a Part in worthy Converſation, that 
to keep themſelves in Countenance, they will, of their 
own Accord, ſhun the better Company, and aſſociate 
with the worſt : And what may be the Conſequence of 
this, a wiſe Man, anda good Father, would tremble to 
think of, eſpecially when he has to reflect upon himſelf 
as the Cauſe of it, let it be what it will. 

Then, Sir, it is to be conſidered, that without a to- 
lerable Education they can be only fit for mean and ſor- 
did Employments, Hear what the Wiſe Man ſays to 
this very Purpoſe ; How can he get Wiſdom that 


_ *+ holdeth the Plough, and that glorieth in the Goad, 


« that driveth Oxen, and is occupied in their Labours, 


and whoſe Talk is of Bullocks ? He giveth his Mind 
*« to make Furrows, and is diligent to give the Kine 
„ Fodder. So every Carpenter and Workmaſter, that 
* Jaboureth Night and Day.—The Smith alſo ſitting 
* by the Anvil, and confidering the Iron-work, the 
Vapour of the Fire waſteth bis Fleſh, — The Noiſe of 
the Hammer and the Anvil is ever in Bis Ears,—-So 
doth the Potter fitting at his Work, and turning the 
Wheel about with his Feet. He faſhioneth the Clay 
with his Arm, and boweth down his Strength before 
„his Feet,” Theſe, as he obſerves, are uſeful in 
their Way; but, their Minds being wholly engroſſed 
by their Labours, ** they ſhall not be ſought for in pub- 
lic Council, nor fit high in the Congregation.—— 
They cannot declare Juſtice and judgment, and the 
„s ſhall not be found where Parables are ſpoken,” That 
15, they ſhall be confined to the Drudgery of their own 
ſervile Station, and will be intitled neither to Honour 
nor Reſpect, as they might have been, had they had 
an Education to qualify them for more reſpeQable Bu- 


ſineſſes. 
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ſineſſes. And you will conſider it, Sir, in a eloſer Light, 
as to us who live in the preſent Age, and in this great 
City, that there is hardly a creditable or profitable Em- 
ployment in Lendon, where a tolerable * of 
Accompts, and Penmanſhip, in particular, is not re. 
quired, Conſider alſo, what Opportunities they may 


loſe by this Neglect of their — in caſe they 


ſhould fail, in the Buſineſs they are put to, of getting 
a comiortable and genteel Support in ſome Merchant's 
Compting Houſe, or in ſome one of the ſeveral Offices 
about this great Metropolis ; as Book-keepers, Clerks, 
Accomptants, &c. 

And with regard more immediately to yourſelf, how 
can you expect, when they know you could do better 
for them, — that their Behaviour to you will be of a 
Piece with the reſt? For if they are not poliſhed by 
Learning, but are left to a Kind of Inſtinct rather, 
is it to be expected that they ſhould behave to you, and 
their Mother, with that Senſe of their Obligations 
which Learning inculcates? Nor, indeed, will they 
have thoſe Obligations to you, which other Children 
have to their Parents, who take Care to give them Op- 
f N of Improvement, which are denied to yours. 

Conſider, dear Sir, what à contemptible Character, 
even among the ſordid Vulgar, that of an illiterate 
Fellow is ; and what Reſpect, on the contrary, a Man 
of Letters is treated with, by his Equals, as well as 
Inferiors : And when you lay all theſe plain Keaſons 
and Obſervations together, I make no Doubt but you 
will endeavour to retrieve loſt Time, and be adviſed in 
this material Point (which I can have no Intereſt in) by 

| Your fincere Friend and Servant, 


pe 


— 


r 
To a Friend, deſcribing the Happineſs of a rural Lift. 
S 1 R, | 


B ORE my Departure from London, I contracted 
the ſondeſt Attachment to that Scene of Noiſe and 
Variety » but fince I ſat down in this ſweet Retiree 

| the 
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the Overflowings of my Heart in Thankfalneſs and 
Praiſe to my Creator have never ceaſed; my Tongue 
has had no other Theme but his Wonders; nor have L 
reſted for the Wiſh of leading others to ſhare the Plea- 
ſures with me. 

Here, Sir, freed from every Embarraſſment of Form, 
and every Concern of Buſineſs, I riſe healthful, fit: 
down at Eaſe, and trace the Strokes of Nature's Pencil, 
till the Senſe aches to comprehend them. The teizing 
Calls of Clients, the inſufferable Folly of —· | 
Viſitants are over; and, I hope, will never return. 
am waked by the fierce Rays breaking in at the eaſtern. 
Window to ſee the riſing Sun, the nobleſt Object in the 
World : And after the gentle Pleaſures of the Day, re- 
tire at Eight to my turfy Seat, recline againſt the lean- 
ing Oak that points full Weſt, and fix my Eyes upon the 
parting Luminary, now a few Minutes nigh, view his 
even —— to the Horizon, and ſee him cut the 
Verge of that great Circle; then follow him deſcend- 
ing till leſs and leſs remains, and ſay, with an invo- 
luntary Sigh, farewel, when the laſt Spot of Fire is ſunk; 
beneath the Plain, 7 

Then glows the Scene which Painters have copied 
faintly, The pur le Cloud, the golden Edge, the 
flaming Luſtre, in tae juſt Point where the great Globe 
of Fire deſcended, aud thence the Change that, through 
innumerable Tin&s, colours the whole Extent of that 
vaſt Quarter; the different Shades from the Reſem- 
b!avce of a Town on fire, to the light amber Hue that 
loſes its ſzint Glare upon the diſtant Mountain. 

The Seaſons, as they change, will bring Variety 
enough, and every Period will be crowded with its pe- 
caliar Pleaſure: But, of all others, this, the Youth of 
the jus ripening Year, carries Delight in every Object, 
and in every Inhance. To trace the firft Buds of the 
leafy Spring, to {ee the Hawthorn ſwell with its vernal - 
Treaſures ; the rough Elm next burſt into Floods of Ver- 
dure, the yellow Oak then thruſt out its vaſt Bud; and, 
laſt, the flow Aſh puſh its winged Leaves to fill the 
Scene of Beauty !— Theſe are the Objects every — 
affords, and every Field its humbler Elegancies. To 
mark the Opening of the lively Daiſy, to ſee the yel- 


low 


_ 
. 
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low Crowfoot ſpread its gilded Coat over whole Acre; 
of the higher Grounds, or. trace the bluſhing Lady. 
ſmock that fill its thick Tufts, the lower ! To follow 
in the Hedge the wild Herbs as they ſpring, and mark 
their wonderiu] and various Forms; the Hyacinth, 
bending its naked Stalk with Fragrance ; the Arum 
ſhrouded in his leafy Tabernacle, — the young Fruit in 
every opening Flower! How various in their ſeveral 
Forms, and how amazing in the Whole! 
Full of theſe Wonders and theſe Charms, this luſty 
Health and ſpringing Vigor in mild Natures, how 


ſweet the Change to look into the Quarters made by 
Art, there to indulge that 


* 


— — | —Retired Leiſure, 
That in trim Gardens takes its Pleaſure ! 


And as one treads the ſmooth Pavement. of the 
Gravel, or velvet Carpet of the Graſs-walk, to watch 
the Produce of luxuriant Culture, Day brings after 
Day new 'Tranſports ; Flower opens after Flower ; and 
every Morning diſcloſes ſome new Beauty, dearer to 
the Poſſeſſor, — his own Toll helped its Colours, 

How raviſhing'to tread the ſmooth Alley, ſeparating 
one painted Border from another! To trace the Pro- 
greſs of the full Anemonies, or watch the Colours of 
the painted Tulip! To follow in the former Kinds, 
the Violet, the Crimſon and the Purple, whoſe Colours 
ſingly recommend them to the Admiration; and, when 
the Eye. has been feaſted whole Days with theſe, to ſee 
the Peacock ſpread his double Leaves, varying his 
Ruby with the Emerald, to admire the bluſhing Luſtre 
of the Roſe, or trace the Changes of the ever-new Ca- 
melion ! with what amazing Satisfaction! [27 

Thence to another Quarter glowing with the vivid 
Tulips, to view with a diſtinguiſhing and raptured Eye, 
the mixed Tins ſeparated by the ſtrongeſt Lines, no 
one intrenching on the other's Boundaries ; to read 
them opening, and to-ſee them fade, preſerving ſtill 
the ſame clear Character! To count the Colours 
in the varied Marquetrine ; to view the Clouds that 
Paint the wanton Jaſper, elegant without Roger 
wed | an 
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and glorious in Confuſion; to mark the Stains of the 
Morillon, or ſee the Saphire of the Sky mimicked in 
the round Bottom of the painted Perſian! The De- 
light is not, nor can be known, but to the few, whoſe 
innocent Leiſure has employed ſome Hours in the 
ſweet Study. 

My Paintings are from Nature ; from what I ſee 
before me as I write to you. My own Field, and my 
Hedges, give the Originals of my heart-felt Deſcrip- 
tions; and my little Garden, Thanks to'the frien 4 
Hands that have ſupplied, furniſhes. the Beauties 
have celebrated : My Heart joins the great Chorus 
with Sincerity, relating only what it feels. 9282 

Thus paſs the Hours of one who wiſhes every Man 
to rival him in Satisfaction. Believe me, there is 
ſomething in theſe ſoft Delights that ſurpaſſeth all the 
Senſualiſts calls Pleaſure. Guict and Health accom- 
pany every Step; and the Path is open to every Vir- 
tue. Happy ſhall I account myſelf even in this La- 
bour of Writing, which, indeed, has taken from me 
ſome Hours of theſe Amuſements, if, among all who 
read, I may but make one Convert: I ſhall, I am aſ- 
ſured, have then done Good to him and to the World. 
This is the Life of Innocence, and that the ſole Path 
to every Act in Virtue, 


1 am, Ec. 


LETTER A 


An Expoſtulation from a Friend to a young Perſon on 
his irreverent Behavicur to a Father. 


Dear Sir, 


T AE Friendſhip I bear you, I hope, will atone for 

the Liberty I have thus taken to expoſtulate with 
you on the flight Behaviour, which you ſhew in too 
many Inſtances to a worthy Parent. 

His former Indulgence to you certainly cl:ims bet- 
ter Returns on your Part, although it {ould be al- 
lowed, as you fondly imagine, that his Affection to 
you is alienated, There may be ſomething of Petu- 

lancy 
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lancy in him, which you ought to bear with; for, one 
Time or other, you may be convinced by Experience, 
that Age itſelf has its:inſuperable Afflictions, that re. 
quire the Allowance of every one, and more particy. 
larly of ſuch who hope to live along Life themſelves, 
and ſtill more particularly of a Son, whoſe high Pa. 
fions uire, perhaps, at leaſt as much Allowance, 
He may 2 — but are you not fiery and impe- 
'tuous ? And I would fain know, whether you ought 
to bear with him, or he with you ? 
It is a very groundleſs Surmiſe to think his Aﬀec. 
tions are alienated from you. A Father muſt love his 
Son; he cannot help it: And is it creditable, even 
to yourſelf, on cool Reflection, that the ſame good 
Man, who was wont to be delighted with your childifh 
Vanities and Foibles, (for we have all had them, more 
'or leſs) and even indulged, and perhaps cheriſhed, 
thoſe youthful Forwardneſſes, that might be called 
i v8 the Seeds of thoſe Paſſions, which now, being ſpru 
1 up, give him ſo much Diſturbance, and make you's 
I impatient of Contradiction: Can you, I ſay, believe 
1 It that this ſame good Man, without Reaſon, without 
Th [ Provocation, can change that Love into Hate? 
| fi You are grown to Man's Eſtate, and though far 
| 
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from the ungracious Sons that we have ſeen in the 

World, yet you ought not to be ſo partial to, yourſelf, 

as to believe you are wholly faultleſs, Exämine your 

"own Conduct then, and, although you ſhould not be 

able to charge your Intention with any Blame, yet 

you muſt leave your Behaviour to be judged by other; 

and it will, perhaps, be given againſt you, that ſome 

Slight, ſome Negligence, ſome Inattention, if not 

worſe, too cutting for a Father's Cares and Fondnels 

to ſupport, has eſcaped you, Conſider, Sir, what i 

a 1 it muſt be to him to reflect, that 

this Behaviour of yours may be but the gradual Con- 

ſequence of his former Indulgence to you; and that 

he is deſcrvedly puniſhed, for not rooting up, in your 

<hildiſh Days, thoſe Weeds which now ſpread to his 

Uneaſineſs. But let me tell you, Sir, that it ought 

to be a more fad Reflection to a conſiderate. youre 
| Gentie- 
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Gentleman, than he is to be the Inſtrument to puniſh 
his fond Father's faulty Indulgence to himſelf, 

I have been a diligent Obſerver of the Diſpenſations 
of Providence in this Reſpect; and have always ſeen 
the Sin of Undutifulneſs to Parents puniſhed in Kind, 
more than any one Sin. I have ſeen the Son of the 
undutiful Son, revenging the Cauſe of his Grandfa- 
ther; and, at the ſame Time, entailing a Curſe upon 
his Son, if he has not been taken off childleſs, who, 
in his Turn, has retorted the ungracious Behaviour ; 
and thus a Curſe has been entailed by Deſcent upon 
the Family, from one Generation to another, 

You will ſay, that your Behaviour to your Father ts. 
not, you hope, of ſuch an atrocious Nature, as to be 
attended with ſuch terrible Conſequences ; and, per- 
haps, will add, that you do not wiſh for a better Be- 
haviour from your Son, than you ſhew to your Father, 
But, if this be not Partiality to yourſelf, pray conſi- 
der, that while your Father takes your preſent Con- 
duct in fo ill Part, and you uſe ſo little CircumſpeQion 
to avoid giving him Diſguſt, and have ſo little Com- 
plaiſance, as not to ſet him right; the Thing is full 
as tormenting to him from the Appearance, as if it 
were real; nay, it is real to him, if he believes ſo. 

He thinks, and let me tell you, Sir, he thinks 
juſtly, that he ought to expect as much Deference to 
his Will and Pleafüre now, as he has heretofore ſhewn 
you Indulgence, even in thoſe Things that now per- 
haps you are ſo unkind to ſuffer to turn ſevereſt upon 
him, I would not recriminate : But it was with ver 
little Reverence, and indeed, with an Air as cenſurable 
as the Words, that you told him, in my Hearing, 
that he knew not what he would have: That he en- 
pected you to be more accountable at this Age, than 
when you were a Child, c. Why, dear Sir, does your 
being of Age leſſen the Duty you owe to your Father? 
Are not his Cares for you allowably doubled ? And 
ought he not now to expect from your good Senſe, and 
moie mature Underſtanding, (improved, as it is to be 
hoped, by the Education he has, at a great Expence, 
given you) greater Proofs of Duty rather than les? He 
may forget, perhaps, what he was at your Age, as 


you 
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you irreverently told him; but how much more lau- 
able would it be, for you, at yours, to enter into 


what you ſhould naturally expect from your Son, were 


you in the Place, and at the Age of your Father! A 
generous Mind will do its Duty, though it were not 
to meet with ſuitable Rewards or Returns; for even 
ſhould your Father not do his by you, you are not ah. 
ſolved of yours to him ; much leſs then ought the na. 
tural, the conſequential Infirmities of Age, to diſſolve 
the Duty of a Son to an indulgent Parent, 

Be convinced, my dear Sir, of your wrong Conduct, 
and do not think it beneath the high Spirit of a braye 
young Gentleman, to ſubmit to the Will of his Fa. 
ther. By your Dutifulneſs and Circumſpection you 
may, in all Probability, add to the Number, as well 
as the Comfort of his Days, to whom you owe your 
Being. But what a Woe does that young Man bring 
upon himſelf, who robs his aged Parent in both Re- 
ſpects ! It behoves all Children to reflect upon this 
timely, and with Awe. 

On how many Occaſions has he heretofore rejoiced 
to me, on even the ſmalleſt Openings and Dawuings 
of your Mind and Genius! How has he dwelt upon 
your Praiſes on even ſuppoſed Beauties, which have 
appeared ſuch to his fond and partial Tenderneſs only! 

ow has he extenuated your Failings, connived at 
your Faults, and extolled, and brought forward into 
ſtrong Light, even the remoteſt Appearance of Virtue 
in you! Such were always, and ſuch, notwithſtanding 
the Intermixtures of Age and Infirmity, and even of 
your continued Slights and Impatience, always will be, 
the Inſtances of his paternal Affection for you. And 
I will venture to ſay, that even this Petulance, as 
you think it, is a Demonſtration of his Regard for 

ou, however diſagreeable it may be to you, ſince he 
oves you too well to be inſenſible to thoſe Parts of 
your Behaviour, which he thinks are owing to Slight 
or Negligence. 


I have exceeded the Bounds I intended when I be- 


n, and would rather leave to. your natural good 
Senſe, and cooler RefleQion, what I have already urged, 


than tire you too much, with what might Kill Ro 
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be added on this Occaſion. But the Affection and 

Friendſhip I have for all your Family, the long 
Intimacy I have had with your good Father, (Ws 
however, {knows nothing of my writing) and the 
evil Conſequences that may follow a, wider Breach 
between you, will anſwer for my Intention, and, I 
hope, for my Freedom, which I will take upon me to 
ſay, I expect from your Candor and Education, being 


Your fincere Friend to ſerve you, 
| . B. 


—_——S 


LC: 


To a young Gentleman to incline him to his Studies. 

6:1 Ry + . 0 5 
A the intrinſic Merit of rational Beings, can alone 

be eftimated by their Progreſs in Virtue and 

Knowledge, you cannot do better, than to apply your- 
ſelf ſeriouſly to the Cultivation of your Mind ; to 
which Purpoſe nothing will contribute more, than your 
preſcribing yourſelf a regular Method of Study. The 
Morning is undoubtedly more proper for reading than 
any other Part of the Day; becauſe the Mind is then 
free, diſengaged, and unclouded by thoſe Vapours 
which we generally find after a full Meal. Neverthe- 
leſs, I would not affect to read over a Multitude of 
Volumes, nor read with Greedineſs; I would rather 
chuſe to read a little, and digeſt it. Neither would I 
regard the Number, ſo much as the Choice of my 
Books, Df c. N | | ly.” 


— 


— 


L. ET. FN 


Containing the moſi glaring Inſtance of a noble and 
8 exalted Senſe of Friendſhip, as addreſſed by Mr. Pope 
to Dr. Atterbury, @ ſhort Time before bis Baniſh- 


ment. 


() NCE moreT write to you as I promiſed, and this 
once [ fear will be the laſt! The Curtain will ſoon 


be drawa between my Friend and me, and nothiog left 
. but 
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but to wiſh you a long Good -Night, may you enjoy WM 
State of Repoſe in this Life, not unlike that Steep of 
the Soul which ſome have believed is to ſucceed it, 


where we lie utterly forgetfal of that World from 
which we are gone, and ripening fox that to which we 
are to go, If you retain any Memory of the paſt, 
let it only image to you what has pleaſed you beſt; 
ſometimes preſent a Dream of an abſent Friend, or 
N k an agreeable Converſation. But upon 
the Whole, I hope you will think leſs of the Time 

aſt than of the future; as the former has been leſ 
Lind to you than the latter infallibly will be, do not 
envy the World your Studies; they will tend to the 
Benefit of Men, againſt whom you can have no Com- 

laint, I mean of all: Poſterity-: And perhaps at your 
Mime of Life, nothing elſe is worth your Care. What 
is every Vear of a, wiſe Man's Life but a Cenſure or 
Critick, on the, paſt ? Thoſe whoſe Date is the ſhorteſt, 
live long enqugh to laugh at one Half of it: "The 
Boy deſpiſes the Infant, the Man the Boy, the Philo. 
ſopher both, and the Chriſtian all. You may now be. 
gin to think your Manhood was too much a Puerilit); 
and you will never ſuffer your 
Infancy. The Toys and Baubles of your Childhood 


are hardly now more below you, than thoſe Toys of 


our riper and our. declining Years, the Drums and 


Rattles of Ambition, and the Dirt and Bubbles of Ava- | 
rice. At this Time, when you are cut off from a little * 
Society, and made a Citizen of the World at large, 


von ſhould bend your Talents not to ſerve a Party, or 


a few, but all Mankind. Your Genius ſhould mount 
above that Miſt, in which its Participation and Neigh- - 


bourhood with Earth hath long involved it: To ſhine 
Abroad and to Heaven, ought to be the Buſineſs and 
the. Glory of your preſent Situation. Remember 1t 
was at ſach a Time that the greateſt Lights of Anti- 


quity dazzled and blazed the molt ; in their Retreat, . ; 
in their Exile, or in their Death: But why do I talk 


of dazzling or blazing ? It was then that they did 


good, that they gave Light, ard that they becane 
Guiders to Mankind. 


Age to be but a ſecond 
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Thoſe Aims alone are worthy of Spirits truly great, 
and ſuch I therefore hope will be yours. Reſentment 
indeed may remain, 8 cannot be quite extin- 
guiſhed, in the nobleſt Minds: But Re ven e will - 
ver harbour there: Higher Principles than thoſe of the 
firſt, and'better Principles than thoſe of 0 atter, Will 
infallibly influence Men, whoſe Thoughts and whole 
Hearts are enlarged, and cauſe them to prefer the whole 


n to any Part of Mankind, eſpecially to fo ſatall a Fart as 
* one's ſingle ſelf. . 0 | 1. 140 
Believe me, my Lord, I lock upon you as a Spirit 


entered into another Life, as one juſt upon the Edge of 
Immortality, where the Paſſions and Affections muſt 
be much more exalted, and where you ought-to deſ- 
piſe all little Views, and all mean Retroſpects. No- 
thing is worth your looking back: and therefore look 


or forward, and make (as you can) the World look after 
» you : But take Care, that it be not with Pity, bat 


with Eſteem and Admiration. | 
Jam, with the greateſt Sincerity, and Paſſion for your 

Fame as well as Happineſs, * 

Tours, &c. 

FOE ad 


LETTER: VIE 


nd 

va From a Nobleman in Town, to his Friend a Clergyman 

- in the Country). A 
; | 


8 1 R. Pall-mall, Jan. 5, 1966. 


* 1 AM afraid that the Indolence and Negligence of us 
phe | Londoners, frequently prevented yotir ſeeing the Pa- 
ne pers regularly, with reſpett to Time and Place: I ge. 
ond nerally come Home too late for the Evening Papers th 
1 0 go, till the Poſt following, and then if yoa have ern 
ati- not, 1t 15 my Porter's Fault, who, as he is a diligent 
gat, Fellow in other Things, I hope is more efpecially {6 
as in this, Indeed the Curate of Hornſey tore one Eve. 
did ing Poſt, before 1 myſelf had read it, and inſtead of 


applying it to the proper Place and Uſe, very feriouſt! 
eat the greateſt Part of it, as he ſat werd Ehe, u 
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dem all from his own Mouth. | 
Nebby's Picture is drawn; with him in the ſame Piece 
is my ate Dog Hector, and my Groom, one Thomas 
Francis, of Marſton Pariſh, Son to Goody Francis, of 
*Rodcraft, The Picture is a very fine one, and indeed 
coſt a great deal of Money; all the Figures are very 
like. It is deſigned for Marſton-Hall over the Marble 
EK. 
When I go to Brizwwell to ſlay for a Fortnight, which 
I propoſe doing juſt before I go into Somer/erſhire, | 
muſt remind you of the Promiſe you made me to come 
and ſee me there: It will be the more convenient, as [ 
ſhall go with you back again Home: Perhaps I may 
prevail on the Curate of Hornſey to meet you there; 
though, I muſt tell you, he is a little jealous of you. 
He has heard me ſpeak ſome Things to your Advan- 
tage, and ſuſpects you have taken alittle too deep Root 
in my Heart ; and the Curate, like the Turk, can bear 
no Equal in his Throne, | 
We hope this will find Mrs, Coker in good Health. 
My little Family have been much out of Order, but 
are now quite recovered, I am going to fix them at 
S$ritwell, till I return from my Voyage to Ireland, 
where, by the great Faith, I hope to remove the moun- 
tainous Cu. ate into the See of Dublin. 1 
eWS 
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News here is as ſeldom to be heard, as fine Muſic is 
vith you. The whole World is in a State of Peace, 
except Fig the Prize-Fighter, and Dr. Bently the Critic. . 
But to ſhew you what a dull Fellow I am, 1 was one of 
five and twenty Fools, who could not be convinced by 
ſeventy-four wiſe Men, that Patriotiſm, and the Good of 
one's Country, like Virtue, is an Error that no Body 
ought to perſiſt in after they are at Years of Diſcretion... 
But I am likely to ſuffer for my Folly, for the next 
Red Ribbon that falls is to be given to Lord, 
of B——, for having told the whole Houſe of Lords, 


that he would be glad of a Penſion, or whatever the 


Court would give him, when and how they pleaſed, 

I think the Time long till I come to my beloved 
Home, which is made more agreeable to me by your 
being there. But Fate, that never gives but by Halves, 
hurries me away almoſt as ſoon as I get there; yet, I 
hope, *tis in order to make my Living there hereafter - 
more durable and fixed, 


Jan, S IX, 3 
Very truly your humble Servant. 


1 —— 


LETTER VII. 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, who had lent him 
Lord Bacon's Works. 


SIR, January 16. 


MUST confeſs I have been a little diſingenuous in 

I keeping the noble Lord Yerulam in fo cloſe and 
long a Reſtraint; but it was the Excellency of his 
Company that invited the Incivility which your Good- 
nature muſt pardon: Indeed the Court, or St. James's, 
would be a more ſuitable Air for ſo great a Perſonage 
as appears by his Letters, which all along have the, 
politic Addreſs of a riſing Courtier. His Speeches in 
Parliament ſhew him to be a good Subject; his Ad- 
vice to the Earl of Efex, and the gallant Management 
of himſelf in all the Fortunes of that Nobleman, ſhew, 
an honeſt and generous Friend above the little Arts of 
C 3 Court 
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Court Intereſt and Diſſimulation. His Treatiſe of the 
Winds is a delicate Diſquiſition of Nature, and en- 
titles him to an acute and clear Head; but the Ac- 
count he gives of the Creed, and of the Controverſies 
at that 'T1me on Foot in the Church, and other Things 
Religion, ſhew that he was not only a Stateſmay, a 
ourtier, a Philoſopher, but an excellent Chriſtian 
and Divine too. But to what Purpoſe do I repeat thoſe 
Things which yourſelf can give a better Account of! 
Only to intimate that I do not borrow Books merely 
for the Uſe of my Shelves, and the Ornament of a lit. 
tle Room; and to ſatisfy you that I have read him, 
read him with Delight, and look on it to be a moſt in- 
nious (Miſcellany, and pleaſant Entertainment for 
= ſpare Hours of a buſy Courtier, ſuch as yourſelf, 
dear Sir, to whom I wiſh his Fortunes without his 
Glouds ; and with that Wiſh I put an End to the Im- 
pertinence of ja | 


Your very Friend and Servant. 


SET -zE.SR IL 
AMifs Seymour to Miſs Drury. 
Bartlett-Growe, Sunday Ewvening. 
AM a thouſand Years in writing to my dear Miſs 
1 Drury, but my extreme Inconſequence, and the lit: 
tle I can ſay worthy her Peruſal, is an unanſwerable 
Apology. ews, the Life of Correſpondence, has no 
Exiftence here. We have not even the common paul- Mi 
try Scandal of a Market-Town to entertain us, buta ü 
erpetual unalterable Sameneſs takes Place of dear $ 
ariety.— Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett, my Dear, think it Mi 
Variety to ſee half a dozen Cows loitering about a ; 
green Field; and if, by Chance, a few Sheep, or an 
4. equal Number of grunting Piggs embelliſh the Proſ- 
1 pect, it is charming! Variety, Charlotte is another 
| Word for Happineſs, even in ſuch a low Species of it 
as this. I had not been here two Days, before theſe 
miſtaken good People talked of the infinite Variety 
of the Place with Rapture. And how, my Dear, do 
h you 
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ink we come at the Sight of it? Why, up Mr. 
2 drove us five Fair of Stairs breathleſs, and out 
upon a ſcorching Balcony ; and there we were to ſtrain 
our Eyes till they were ready to come out of our Heads, 
to ſee a few Spires of old Churches, and now and then 
the Glimpſe of an undiſtinguiſhable Gentleman's 
Houſe or two; Mr. Bartleit for ever hauling up one's 
Hand to be looked through for the Advantage of the 
Perſpective (he ſays). 

So down we came apain, wiſer undoubtedly than 
we went ap, like a World of People that never think 
they have ſeen London fine Town till their_dizzy wile 
Heads have turned round upon the Tip-Top of the 


Monument. If you'll believe me, my dear Charlotte, 


I am fatigued to Death and worried to Diſtraction with 
ſeeing Nobody, and having hothing to do. Exiſtence 
(you know) is inſupportable in ſuch a total Obſcurity. 
'There is not a human Creature to be ſeen, Male, or 
Female, but the Servants of the Family, except the 
Letter. Woman with the No-News, (and the No-Let- 
ters, I may ſay, from dear Drury) and now and then a 
Man with a Cag of Newca/le Salmon, and a Baſket of 
Lemons ; and yet Mrs. Bartlett, poor Dear, (moping 
as this is) will fit, and ſmile, and read you ſuch a 
Le&ure (like the Curate of the Pariſh, by the Hour) - 
about the Country Air, and the Country Health and 
Exerciſe, and the Country Amuſements; and ſays, 
how rational a Thing a Country Life is, and what an 
Fnlargement it gives to the Faculties of the Mind ; 
and, in ſhort, ſuch a Canterbury 'Tale of its Advantages, 
as if ſhe really believed, that Towns and Cities, and 
all populous Aſſemblies, were a Sort of Diſgrace to 


the Creation. Dear, ſays I, Mrs. Bartlett, amuſe 


yourſelf, and welcome, with the pleaſing Melancholy 
of the ſhady Grove, and the Verdure of the Lawn, and 
the Murmurs of the Cryſtal Rill, and the Varieties of 
the Wilderneſs and the Garden Scene, from the Riſin 

of the Sun to the Moon-Light, but give me the dear 
Reliſh of Society for the Object of my taſteleſs Intel- 
lects! For I declare to you, that I do not find in my = 
ſelf Penetration enough to or why good Senſe, 


4 and 
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and Parts and Genius, and all human Accomplich- 
ments, are not quite as improveable at Places of pub- 
hc Reſorts, as in a Field, an Orchard, a Park, a Wil. 
derneſs, a Warren, 

Dear Charlotte, if you pity my Confinement, and 
my Solitude, reſtore to me the Sight of what is dearer 


than Converſation and Liberty, the Favor of your a- 
greeable Correſpondence, with 3 


TDaour affectionate 
CHARLOTTE SEYMOUR, 


2 


LETTER” X. 
Miſs Drury to Miſs Seymour. 


London, Tue/day Night, 


T gives me Pain to inform my dear Miſs Seymour 
1 that 1 have no Comfort for her Diſtreſſes. Veſter- 
day, Ma'am, Miſs Moxon and I, and Lady Sy/ar 
Lawſon, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Dymer, Miſs Popple, and 
Mrs. Bedingfield, made a Party to Ranelagh. The Wea- Ws 
ther was hot and tireſome, and parched was I, Gol 
knows, like a roaſted Cheſnut. Mrs. Din/dale and Mrs, 
Bradbury were under the ſame Operation of the Dog ü 
Star, with a little Difference only to their Complexi- 
ons ; one of them looking like a Roſe, and the other 
the expreſs Image of a Raſher of Bacon. Miſs Benet 
had apparelled her Nob in a frightful Fanny Murray 
Cap, and looked five and forty ; the Girl's miſtaken, if 
ſhe thinks ſhe may take the ſame Liberty with her ta- Wm 
peſtry Set of Features, which the beautiful Dutcheſs 3 
of —— may venture to imagine ornamental.———Mrs, I 
Adcock was in a pale blue and Silver Night-Gown ; ſhe 
was expected in Bombazeen——and it would have be- 
come her The dear Colonel Lovelace departed this 
tranſitory Life no longer ago than Suturday——There 
is no ſuch Thing as Grief if Mrs. Adcocł has a Smile at 
Heart—But I would not improve the Horrors of your 
Solitude with ſuch- a doleful Ditty of Reflexions as 
crowd this Moment into my Imagination, — _— 
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had failed about five hundred Times round and round 
chat dear Round of Muſic, Love and Pleaſure—away 
we tranſmographied ourſelves to Vauxhall; and there, 
my Dear, you may tell Mrs. Bartlett we had the Fe- 
licity to ſee the Sun riſe, red as Scarlet, and round as 
the Figure of a Wheel; but, I proteſt to you, dear 
Mrs. Bartlett, that the prone Blaze of. Moon-light.is 
to me the more agreeable Object, which People that 
go to Sleep, Sukey, by Sunſhine, are altogether Strang- 
ers to. About Two o'Clock, Ma'am, the Crowd of 
Go-to-Beds had taken themſelves away. Lady V. Con- 
ſonant was in the next Box to us, and ſung like a Nigh - 
tingale; and Mr. Beverly played upon the German 
Flute to that vocal Angel. Every Creature faid he 
played delightfully ; but he is my Averfion; and all he 
does indifferent, If the wooden Fool of a Flute could 
have given a Tune of its own Accord, I might no 
doubt, have been in Raptures.— But the Atom is ſo 
fatisfied with his own Applauſe, that he deſires no Bo- 
dy's elſe. So, my Dear, I think he is even with me 
for my Contempt.—There was nothing elſe worth re- 
3 to your Notice, nor any Thing, I believe, 
of the Wonderful and Uncommon, except * Shrimp 
Beau Randal, with two of his aukward Siſters, and 
Mrs. Partingdon with her Huſband. Do, dear 
Creature, continue to me the agreeable Hiſtory of 
your preſent Life and Adventures; for I read it with 


ſuch a Sort of Delight and Admiration, as my good 
Crandmamma does the Bible. l - M- 


Adieu, dear Miſs Drury, and remember 
Your fincere and faithful 
CHARLOTTE SEYMOUR, 


x Forge Co :: LETTER 


X THE BRITISH | 


Mifs Seymour to Ai Drury: 


The Deſcription of the dear Ball. A full and true Account 
of the Birth,  Parentage, Extcution, Lift, Cbarachir, 
and Behaviour of the Dancers. | 


PP 415 whole Day do 1 dedicate (for my Eyes ar 
I ſcarcely quite open) to the Pleaſure it always 
gives me to write to my dear Charlotte. Your two kind 


Letters deſerve all Acknowledgment. ——Tis all over 
now! and 1 think a Ball when 'tis over, only ſerves 


to torment one——and yet, whip it, there is a ſatiſ. 
faction in reflecting on paſt Happineſs for what has 
been, you know, Charlotte, may be again. —So, Druty, 
you muſt know, that Mrs. //;p's Coach (but no Mit 
Remsey, thank Heaven, in it) called upon Mrs. Bart- 


lert, in order to ge in Company to Egerton Green. Mrs, 


Bartlett was dreſſed in a white Luteſtring Gown and 
Petticoat, aud looked charmingly—and Sukey Seymour 
had on her Yellow and Silver, (never was but once at 
Leice/ier Houſe) and my Silver Tifſue-Shoes, and Dia- 
mond Buckles. Mamma, indeed, lent me all her 
Jewels the Birth-Night, and has never ſince offered to 
take them again: A dear Creature! But ſhe hoped, 
ſhe ſaid, I would not be diſobliged if ſhe borrowed 


them of me one Day or other for herſelf. So, I ſup- 


poſe, ſhe has not alogether reduced Mr. 4/hurnham to 
Deſpair, though the tells me again and again, and 
Time after Time, that ſhe'll never part with her Li- 
berty any more. — Liberty, my Dear Drury, only think 
of that ; for what is Liberty you know, but the Indul- 
nce of one's Choice. My good Mother, I believe, 
is more afraid of my Liberty, than her own, But that, 
you and I will take an Opportunity to talk of. ; 
Violent was the Crowd of Coaches at Egerton; it 
was all another Rane/agh. The Bride was in a white 
Luteſtring Sack, pinked and full trimmed, and had four 
very neat Diamond Buckles to her Jumps, white Silk 
Mittens, 
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f „and Sattin Shoes, braided with Silver Cord 5 
_— neither became the Dreſs, nor the Dreſs her? 
She was the Image of a genteel Doll, and had about 
the ſame Degree of Motion; ſeeming (to uſe Mamma's 
Expreſſion) to have loſt her Liberty. The Bridegroom 
had on a frightful Purple, laced with Gold, the ex- 
preſs Figure of the Pulpit Cloth which my Mamma 
gave Dr. Bargrove, and opened the Ball with Lady 
Su/an Lawſon, who is actually a fine Woman, and if 
ſhe had leis Affectation, would be more admired for 
her Beauty. Her Lad 2 a ſecond Dance, 
Mr. Lawſon tw irled the ride into a Minuet, who 


moved as if abſolutely ſhe had no Joints, and, in Imi- 


tation of Lady Su/an, calling no other Partner. Mr. 
Lau jon ſingled out red Lucy Bexfon, with a dark Pair 
of new Eye brews, but nothing elſe remarkable. Her 
ſecond aukward Partner was a Foreigner, and was as 
foreign from the Dance as to the Nation, hopping about 
like a Water-wag-tail; I forget his Name, but it is 
ſomething like the Sier Hagglebach, or Gubblebatch, 
and of an uncouth harſh Buſtneſs, as rough as a Nut- 
meg-grater. Mr. Gubblebatch ſhewed he had ſome 
Taſte by taking out Mrs. Bartlett. The dear Creature 
began once mere to look like herſelf, danced ſo eaſy, 
ſo true to the Muſic, ſo politely graceful and ſerene, 
whilſt too Parts in three of the Company were ready to 
burſt with laughing at her inimitable Contraſt, the 
Gentleman with the hard Name. Sweet Nancy Bartlett 
(reſolving not to make her Huſband jealous of her 
Choice) picked out a frightful Figure, Mr. Selkirk, in 
Saxon Blue; the Man, Charlotte, was really tipſey, 
though indeed every Body ſaid, he was never other - 
wiſe, and that was his Excuſe. Out tlie inſenfible 
Creature fingled, who but une Rowland's nipped 
mort Waiſt like a Honey-Pot, or Hal f.pe Milk 
Maid. If the Gentleman had been really ſober, he 
might have (een other Objects, without Spectacles, a 
little her Superiors. I cannot but fay, I could have 
told him a little Tale of Pedigree, that might have 
contributed to his Diſcernment of who and what. Who 
do you think the r. __ next to give her lily 


Hand 


— 
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Hand to ! Mr. Appleby of all People upon Earth. Hoop 
Owl, hoop, hoop, to thy Brother, thought I; gor 
nothing was ever better matched ſince Dancing was 
created: But Hob fitted me for my Contempt, b 
ſeizing upon me, of all the Birds in the Air, and all 
the Fiſhes in the Sea, to be his lawful Prey. But 1 
was ſecretly not diſpleaſed at it for I was ſenſible, that 
I ſhould appear to no Diſadvantage after his former 
Maux, and was under ſome very diſagreeable Appre. 
henſions, that Miſs Ealey's Tapeſtry Garment would 
have ſwept the Ground before me. Indeed, Char- 
lotte, 1 entirely forgive him his Choice, for I had now 
an Opportunity of commanding the Hand of the in- 
vincible proud Ardelio. Mr. Bartlett had determined 
not to dance a Minuet, and begged me not to think of 
him. Indeed I ſhall, ſays I, Mr. Bartleti—but Faith 


I never intended it; for I hate, of all Things, Char- 


lotte, to dance with a married Man: Go with 'em to 
a Play, or an Opera, er let ein wait on me to Vaux- 
hall, or Ranelagh, or ſo, but never chuſe *um for a 
Partner. One has no Hopes of a married Man, my 
Dear, unleſs *tis of getting rid of him. — SallyLeejen 
and Miſs Finch eyed me moſt deliciouſly ; for I lo 
dearly to ſee Folks burſting with Envy.—'T hey were 
in Hopes of ſharing the handſome Fop.— But he is 
the moſt incomparable Dancer, and yet, Charlotte, he 
knows it ſo perfectly well, but how can any Body 
be ſo accompliſhed without perceiving it themſelves? 
—and yet I hate him too irreconcileably, becauſe he 
danced Country Dances with Sally Lee/on. Her Charms 
though, Charlotte, what Mortal could reſiſt, elegantly 
attired as ſhe was, in a large Pattern, embroidered 
Gown and Petticoat, the emblem of a worked Bed, 
and a frightful Pair of Shoes of the ſame, which, with- 
out Prejudice or Partiality, was unfaſhionable and 
bunting. Tk | 
But the Bell rings, dear Charlotte, and I muſt run 
down to Dinner.—You and I write like Clariſa Har- 
loabe and Miſs Howe, only not totally in the ſame Strain 
but ia this, I believe, we all four agree, that 
| ö 943 ; kext 
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next to the Converſation of a Friend is her Corre ſpon- 
dence. | | | 
| Sunday Evening. 
Though it ſhouid tire my dear Miſs ny (as J am 
but too confcious that it muſt) to read any farther De- 
ſcription of the merry Dancers a-la-mode de Francoiſe, 
et | cannot for the Life of me forbear. But firſt of 
all, Ma'am, I muſt acquaint you, that Miſs Finch, be- 
cauſe ſhe could not have Ardelio, mortified herſelf ſo 
charmingly as not to dance a Minuet, (and you know 
her Pride is a Minuet) which gave me no ſmall Plea- 
ſure to be ſure, She all the while affecting not to 
look diſappointed, ſat ſmiling from Ear to Ear, with 
much the ſame Senſation at the Heart as Children have, 
who are forbid to receive Sweetmeats out of good 
Manners.— Omit not, dear Charlotte, to be told, 
that Mrs. Langford, with her Colt's Tooth at Three- 
ſcore, puddled herſelf into a Minuet, and ſquirmed 
round and round the Room like Madam Catharina I 
thought her Clock-work never would have ſtood 
ſil]; but it would have been a Cruelty not to have gi- 
ven the Eyes of the Aſſembly their full Swing of gazing 
on an Object ſo calculated to attract them. The next 
Female Figure was a Stranger, who came with Sally Lee. 
Pn, the principal Original of a Group in Taſte-a-la- 
mode, immoderately ſhort and clumſy, but ſo bedizened 
out with a Rainbow of Ribband, that ſhe abſolutel 
looked like a Map vf:'my...Grandfather's Eſtate, diſ- 
wan, .— g Woods, and Lawn$z7amtRivers,; and Parks, 
and Gardens, with a confuſed Interchange of Yellowsz -+. 
Reds, and Greens, with here a Patch and there a 
Patch, by Way of Coat of Arms and Dedication. 
After her was handed about the Room, by Way of 
Contraſt, the ſqueezy Mrs. Ellen Riſborough, contract- 
ing her Minuteneſs to a Shadow, with Stays big 
enough for Mrs. Bartlett's Nancy, a Child of five years 
old, pinching her like a Pair of Nutcrackers. The 
Lady's well choſen Sweeting of a Partner was Ned 


Saunderſon's Uncle, with a little tiny ſhort Wig upon 
the Confines of a violent broad.brimmed Face, as 
round, and as fat and frowzy as a Stilton Cheeſe. ——» 


Then 
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Then Ma'am, according to the Laws of Motion, ſtood 
up the incomparably erect Figure of Sukey Beverly, de. 
termined to ſnew the good Company, that though ſhe 
was not altogether as ſharp, ſhe was as ſtraight as an 
Arrow; for which Reaſon ſhe fancied herſelf under a 
Neceſſity of looking all the while ſhe danced, like a 
Walking Stick : Her Powder Monkey was Dich 
Cummings, Ogling, winking, and nodding his empty 
Pate, as if he would inſinuate a Belief, that he's per. 
fectly familiar with his Partner; and when he gives 
you his diſagreeable Hand, reaches it out towards you 
with an aukward Grin, as if you was his Wife. But my 
Name-ſake happening to dance with her Eyes ſhut, all 
his odious Smiles — Glimmerings (thank Heaven!) 
were thrown away upon her, But he ſucceeded better 
in a ſecond, who watched him moſt deliciouſly, Mr, 
Patrick's humoured Family—Hopes of IIcheſter, whoſe 
real Name is Affectation. I thought, if her ſidling and 
ſwadling, and fooliſh unalterable Simper, did not pro- 
voke the Country-Dances to begin, nothing could, I 
waited with bleſſed Impatience for ſuch a Torn of Af. 
fairs; for you know, my Dear, how tireſome Minutes 
are, when one has no farther Chance for a Share in 
them. | | 

Don't expe& me to deſcribe this Part of the Scene fo 


minutely as the former. Tis difficult, Charlotte, to 


paint a Variety of Figures in a Group, and avoic 
Confufion, though one may venture with ſome Pro- 
ſpe& of Succeſs upon now and then a fingle Portrait, 
eſpecially, my Dear, you know, when the — are 
pretty coarſe, and indelicate, as one may ſay.—— In 
ſhort, Child, you have already ſeen the grand Figures 
in the Show, the others are only Puppets of ttle or 
no Confequence farther than to make up the Number, 
which is an Eſſential to the Conſiderable and the Ma- 
nifigue in ſuch Sorts of Aſſemblies, I apprehe nd. 
My Punch, (to uſe a Puppetical Exp eſſion) was a good, 


a bad, and an indifferent Sort of a Partner, well - made 


and handſome enough, but with a wart upon his Chia 
about the Diameter of a Pea: Lifeleſs though, Char- 
lotte, and over - punctual, ſprawling confufedly about 
% at 
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at right Hand and left, and ſo afraid he ſhould be out 
at the Beginning of a Dance, and ſo exact to do the 
Figure, and fo ſure to turn himſelf and me quite round, 
that I had really not ſo much Comfort of ham, as I. 
thought my Yellow and Silver entitled me to; and yet, 
to do him Juſtice, he was elegantly dreſt, and Gen- 
tleman-like, but not the Gentleman I like, my dear 
Charlotte. Sallh Leeſon had got away my Araelio, 
and when one has not the right Partner, one has not 
the right 1 Thing. I was out of all Temper with e- 
very Body, but really no-body more than Miſs Finch 
and Miſs Rowland; for Ma'am, they had taken it into 
their Heads to give hardly any Body the Honor of 
their Hand at right Hand and left, for fear, I ſuppoſe, 
they ſhould not meet with a Hand of Quality in Re- 
turn. I believe actually that Jenay thinks, becauſe 
her Siſter married a Lord, that ſhe's a Woman of Diſ- 
tinction herſelf; but thank my Stars, I flood two 
Couple above her, and I am determined to take Place 
of her wherever I meet her, unleſs the People we vifit 
are as ill bred as Mrs. Hartfeld, that knows no more 
about Precedence than an Ian-Keeper's Wife; with 
her firſt come, firſt ſerve; I deteſt ſuch Vulgarity 
Miſs Lee/on too, was not over and above guilty of Po- 
liteneſs: What, becauſe ſhe has an agreeable Partner, 
is ſhe to give herfelf an Air when ſhe has bounced 
down twenty Couple, to leave the reſt of the Company 
till another Dance is called? That ſhe did, Drury, 
ee y, and her vexatious Example was followed 
y five or ſix at once; ſhe that makes ſuch. an over- 
3 Rout about Behaviour: But ſuch Sort of 
nowing Ladies are ſometimes chargeable with down- 
right 1]|-manners, acting a little differently from 
Rules of their own making. Oh! now 1 think of 
that, Charlotte, be ſo good as to underſtand, that Mrs, 
Compton, danced with the Rev. Mr. Audley, in a Perri- 
wig as big as Judge Mansfield's; that Lady, my Dear, 
told us one Day at Seymour-Bury, that ſhe was aſhamed 
that Parſons could think themſelves Company for Gen- 
tlemen; ſo 'tis to be hoped ſhe thinks them at leaſt 
Company for the Ladies, Lady Su/an Lawſon and Mrs, 
Bartlett 
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Bartlett were incomparably the greateſt Beauties there; 
and Mrs. Law/on (who did not dance, for fear, I ſuppoſe, 
of incommoding her Finery) was the moſt brilliant in 
| Dreſs and. Diamonds, even to a Degree of Profuſion, 
Charlottee ; but I'll tell you how ſhe had managed it, m 

Dear. She had crowded in all poor Lady Louiſa 
Jewels, (her Sons late Wife) which are moſt elegantly 
ſet, with her own old-faſhioned Breaſt-Plate, in the 
Taſte of the laſt Century ; but they were full as dif. 
tinguiſhable as Powder from Grey Hairs, or Mrs. Pen- 
broke's French Plate Tea-Kettle and Lamp from a Sil. 
ver one, Not to lead you a longer Dance Charlie, 
(for I think I have pretty well ſatisfied you) the Ball 
continued its Britkneſs and Vivacity tolerably well till 
about Eleven, when it began to dwindle from little to 
leſs, (like Jenny Widemanſe!, that every Body fays 
grows ſhorter and ſhorter) and departed this tranſitory 
Life as the Clock ſtruck Twelve. It was ſucceeded in 
Eſtate and Honours by a prodigious cold Collation, 


which made but a very indifferent Figure, at an im- 
moderate Expence. 


So, Charlottee, have T ſeen (excuſe 
The Pertneſs of a Female Muſe) 

A Birtb-Night flately Dame array'd 
In aukward Gold, and proud Brocade: 
Whilft near her plac'd an humbler Fair, 
Of eafier, leſs affefted Air, 

Could with ſuperior Luſtre ſhine 

In fimple Luteftring, or Tobine. 


Which is all at preſent (according to the common 
Phraſe of Writing from, | 


Dear Mi/s Drury, 
Tour truly affe tionate and ſincere 


CHARLOTTE SEYMOUR. 


LE T- 
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Miſs Drury to Miſs Seymour. 
_ Hampſtead, Thurſday —— 


T is an Age ſince I heard from dear Miſs Seymour, 

and the melancholy Situation we are in, requires 
all the Aſſiſlance of a preſent Friend, and the Correſ- 
pondence of an abſent one. My poor dear Aunt Wal- 
lingford haſtens daily to her Grave. The Remembrance 
of the good Life which ſhe has lived, begins now to 
be a Comfort to her: Such Extremities refuſe Conſo- 
lation from any temporal Advantages, The dear 
Creature has long retired from Scenes of Vanity and 
Pleaſure, We all read to her by Turns, and ſay ax oa 
conſtantly twice every Day.— I hope, dear Charlotte, 
that you have the Continuance of your Health, the 
grown of Bleſſings, next to that of a contented Mind. 
How do you like Tunbridge Wells this Seaſofi.? But 

your Party is ſo perfectly agreeable, that it is impoſ- 

ſible not to like the Place for the Sake of the Compa» 
ny. I hope poor dear Mrs. Morton finds Benefit from 
the Waters. Her Abſence from Ewvelyn-Hall, (Miſa 
Anderſon told Mrs. Colabam) is ſo much the more to be 
envied. I hear perpetually of Miſs Evelyn's Praiſes 
at the Long-Room, where I go, and at Church every 
Sunday, Mrs, Coldham and Mi Peters, are for ever 
telling me of her Accompliſhments, and wiſh chat Tar 
bridge Wells may be as agreeable to her, as the Place, 
whilſt ſhe continues there, muſt be to every Body elſe, 

I beg, dear Charlotte, you will make my Compli- 
ments acc-ptable to theſe dear Ladies, and believe me - 
with all Sincerity, 


Dear Madam, 


Your moſt affetionate humble Servant, 


CHARLOTTE DRURY. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Miſe Howe 40 Lady Holes, on the Grandeur of Mr. | | l 
; : Obrien. * 


Tunbridge Wells, Auguſt 8. 

NVY, Madam, has taken the upper Hand of 
Cenſure and Compaſſion. Mrs. Obrien is all that 
Heart can wiſh, the Joy and Admiration of the Pats 
tiles. Sunday, Mamma, the Bride and Bridegroom, | 
told you, returned to the Wells..—— Monday Evening 
appeared at the Rooms in Splendor. Mrs. Obrien, in 
all the Innocence of a White and Silver full-trimm'd 
French Sack, her Hair fo dreſſed, and powdered, with 
Jewels to the laſt Degree of Taſte; but being deprived 
of that beautiful dark Shade, which ſhe, when dale 
Pager, tcok great Delight to preſerve the original Com. 
lexion of, I verily believe her Mother could not have 
nown her. — Tueſday Mrs. Obrien was at the Con 
cert, full of Rapture, (tho' formerly a Concert was het 
Averſion) her Opinion was aſked of every Song and 
Tune, till ſhe fancied herſelf fo profeſſed an Admirer 
of Muſic, that ſhe ſat beating Time with her Fan, like 
Handel at an Oratorio.— VWedneſaay, Mamma, a Breaks 
faſt was given by Mr. O3rien, and the Company treat. 
ed (O mapnifique et galant!) with Morning Salvers or 
Champaigne— At Night a Ball was opened by Mrs. 
Obrien, in the Extremes of Dreſs and Fancy ——and, 
Yeſterday, Mr. and Mrs. O&rien, gave an elegant En- 
tertainment at the Rocks. The Report of their Mag- 
nificence exceeds vulgar Imaginations. Accept of it 
in the Piece, and do not, Mamma, expect me to re- 
tail it, like Ells of Muſlin, for it would require a Vo- 
lume to deſcribe minutely the extraordinary Conſe- 
quence and Figure. — The grand Equipage, a beautiful 
and exquiſitely carved and gilt Chariot of Paper Maſhe, 
lined with a pale blue Sattin, blue and Silver Lace.. 
Attendants in Saxon Blue Cloth, trimmed and faced 
with white, like Sir Zo/eph Wenman's, with the Addi- 
tion only of Silver Shoulder Knots, and Point * 
ats. 
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Mrs. Obrien's Perſon, entirely a la Pompadour, 
— the Crown of her Head to the Sole of her Foot. 
Her Air, Manners, Taſte, Converſation, and Deport- 
ment, elaborately finiſhed after the ſame faſhionable 
Model—— Nothing in her whole Behaviour, Mamma, 
of a perfectly Engliſh Complexion, but a F orgetfulneſs . 
of her Friends—and of herſelf. To me indeed ſhe 
does vouchſaſe tne Compliment of general good Man- 
ners, eſpecially if ſhe ſees me in Company with the 
Dutcheſs, or Lady Mary; but dear Mrs. Mor/an can- 
not obtain that Honour from her upon any Confider- 
ation whatſoever. Sukey was always one of the fa- 


„ ſhionable World, and could tell when it would be po- 


lite to know, and when not to know her moſt intimate 
Acquaintaace. But a Mrs. Morton t always to be 
known, One Thing, Mamma, I had like to have for- 
got to tell you, which may poſſibly be of Service to 
you if you ſhould deſign to write to Sukey, Mrs. Finch 
the Milliner, waited on her with a fine French Gauze 
Suit, which ſhe had ordered her to bring. But Suey 
not being at her Lodgings, Mrs, Finch directed her 
Band-box. to Mrs. Obrien. Mrs. Obrien ordered her 
Woman to bid the Wench take her Packet to-thos 
that ſent it, for that there was ſomebody elſe of a Mrs. 
Obrien at the Place, and perhaps it might belong to 
her, So, Mamma, if you do write, — to direct 
to the Honorable Mrs. Oꝭrien.— Do not, dear Madam, 
believe me capable of purſuing poor Suley, with ſuch 
urkind Remarks in public Scenes o * 
even tho' I do extend Reſentment ſo far as to commu- 
nicate theſe Intelligences to you. But Mrs, Morton tells 
me I need be in no Pain about the Matter, if all the 
World was to know it, for ſhe is very ſure Mes. Obrien 
will never look upon that as Obloquy or Reproach, which 
may contribute to ſet forth her Magnificence; and if 
ſhe ſhould, I may fatisfy, ſaid ſhe, my Seruples; the 
ſevereſt Cenſure being much eaſier to be borne, than 
the Slight and Ingratitude of a Friend, My Couſin 
Morton's Reaſonings have always their due Weight 
with me, and I (like all the World) am moſt inclined: 
'0 think them "agreeable, when they flatter my Vani- 

ties, 
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ties, and cover my Imperfections. A little Cenſure, 
en paſſant, is in one's own Eye an eaſy pardonable 
Fault; but elaborate Detraction (I am afraid) will al. 
ways be looked upon as àn evident Breach of Chari 
However, dear Mamma, as I have no Deſign after 
Sukey's Death) of making my Letters public, I fatter 
myſelf, that J am as candid an Obſerver of her Life, 
and a much ſincerer Friend to her Memory, than one 
2 * has lately met with in one of mine. 

1 am, with Duty and Love to my honoured P 
and Siſters, - . 2 4 
é Your 0 f dutiful Daughter, 

ELIZABETH HOWT, 
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LETTER XIV. 


From Hortenſius to his Friend Palemon, giving hin 
an Account of his Happineſs in Retirement. 


1 Write this while Cleora is angling dy my Side, un- 
der the Shade of a ſpreading Elm that hangs o- 
ver the Banks of the River. Fi Nightingale, more 
harmonious even than Strada's, is ſerenading us from 
a Hawthorn Buſh, which ſmiles with all the Gaiety of 
Youth and Beauty ; while 


—TC 


= - » - - - - Gentle Gales, 

Fanning their odorif 'rous Wings, diſpenſe 
Native Perfumes, and whiſpers whence they flole 
T hoſe balmy Spoils. Mirrox. 


While Jam thus enjoying the innocent Luxury of this 
vernal Delight, I look back upon thoſe Scenes of 'Tur- 
bulence wherein I was once engaged, with more than 
ordinary Diſtaſte, and deſpiſe myſelf for ever having 
entertained ſo mean a Thought as to be rich and great. 
One of our Monarchs uſed to ſay, That he looked 
% upon thoſe to be the happieſt Men in the Nation, 
& whoſe Fortune had placed them in the 8 a 
« bove a High- Conſtable, and below the Troub 0 of 
i IF | 
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4% a Tuſtice of Peace.“ It is in a-Mediocrity of this 


bappy Kind that I here paſs my Life, with a Fortune 
a far above the Neceſſity of engaging in the — 
. of Buſineſs, and with Deſires much too humble to have 
cy Reliſh for the ſplendid. Baits of Ambition. You 
MS mutt not, however, imagine that I affect the Stoic, or 


» pretend to have eradicated alb my. Paſſions: The 
* XX Sum of my Philoſophy amounts to no more, than to 
cheriſh none but ſuch as I may eaſily and innocently 
gratify, and to baniſh all the reſt as ſo many bold In- 
truders upon my Repoſe. I endeavour, to practiſe 
the Maxim of a French Poet, by conſidering every 
Thing that is not within my Poſſeſſion as not worth 
having: Is it not impoſſible, Palemon, to reconcile 
you to theſe unaſpiring Sentiments, and to lower your 
Flight to the humble Level of genuine Happineſs ? 
Let me, at leaſt, prevail with you to ſpare a Day or 
two from the certamina divitiarum, (as Horace, I think, 
calls them) from thoſe ſplendid Conteſts in which you 
are engaged, jult to take a View of the Sort of Life we 
lead in the Country. If there is any Thing wanted 
to complete the Happineſs J here find, it is, that you 
are ſo ſeldom a Witneſs to it, Adieu ! | 
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LETT EN. 


From a Gentleman in Holland, to his Friend in 
England, | 


Dear Sam, Leydon, October 15. J 


HE uſual Excuſe of Gentlemen Abroad for neglect- 
ing their Friends at Home, is, that new Sets of 
different Objects continually entertaining us with 
Changes of Admiration, the Ideas of our old Ac- 
quaintance are by Degrees worn out by the Acceſſion 
of the new: But this Kind of Forgetfulneſs were too 
ſevere a Charge upon the Merit of my Friends and 
my own Gratitude, both which I will chuſe to main- 
| tain; 
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from the Obſervations that may be made — t 
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The BRITISH 
tain ; and I leave it to your Charity to make me 5 
Excuſe for my Silence. The Truth is, I have hat 
very tedious fit of Sickneſs, which had almoft fer; 
your Friend à longer Journey than he was willing w 
undertake at preſent; but now being pretty well n. 
covered, I can only inform you in general, that every 
Day ſurpriſes me with ſome agreeable ObjeR or other; 
and, I find, very much to my Wonder, that the Ae. 
counts I have had of this Country are very different 


be 
Place. Some general Remarks there are tndiſputab| 
certain, as that nothing can parallel the Ditch Indi 
try, but the Luxury of England; and that the Mone 
laid out in the Taverns in London, in purchaſing Dif. 
eaſes, would victual the whole United Provinces very 
plentifully-with their wholeſome Courſe of Diet; that 
the Standing Army maintained by the Durch for their 
Security-againft a foreign Force, are not Half ſo expen- 
five, as &e fifty thouſand Lawyers kept up by our 
civil Factions in Exgland, for no other Uſe but to ſet 
us continually by the Ears; People like the Jews, 
that are tolerated in alt Governments for the Intereſt 
of the Public, while their main Drift is to enrich 
themſelves, and who, by their Gettings and Cunning, 
have brought their Riches and Practice into a Pro- 
verb. The Lawyers here put the Queſtion only, whe- 
ther the Thing be lawful? And upon Application to 
the Statutes, the Controverſy is immediately determin- 
ed. But our Caſuiſts at Veſiminſter diſpute not ſo much 
upon the Legality of the Cauſe, as upon the Letter of 
the Law, and make more Cavils on the Meaning of 
the Words that ſhould determine Juſtice, than upon 
the Ein of the Allegations contended for by the 
Parties; and the Bulk of our Laws have loaded juſtice 
ſo heavily, that *tis become a Burden to the People, 
who in regard of their Sufferings of this Kind ſhovld 
borrow an Appellation from Phyſic, and be called Pa- 
tients rather than Clients, 

Another Thing worth Conſideration in reſpect of 
the Laws in Holland, is this: None but honeſt Men 
make Eftates by their Practice; for the fiding with the 
8 ö wrong 
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wrong Party brings the Lawyer into Contempt, and 
lays Bu ue vere Reprehenſion, either of Igno - 
rance in his Buſineſs, or Knavery to the People: Hence 
it comes to paſs, that Injuſtice, not finding a Patron 
to ſupport its Cauſe, is forced to remove to a neĩgh. 
bouring Country, where the wrong Side was nevet 
known to make its Aſſerter bluftr; where the Elo» 
quence of ' S—re, and the Impudence of S—, are 
plauſible Pretences for patronizing Juſtice, and abuſin 
the Client: But there are Pravos in all Parts of 
World, that will take Money for . Throats; 
whether there be Grounds-or not for the Neſentment. 
80 much for the Law, now for the Goſpel; dam. EF 
think Holland may contend" for the Catholic Church 
with any Part in Europe, becauſe it is more "univerſal 
in its Religion, than any Country in the Univerſe, 
"Tis a pleaſant Thing to ſee Chriſtians, Mahometans, 
Jews, Proteſtants, Papiſts, Armenians, and Greeks, 
ſwarming together like a Hive of Hees, without one 
ring of Devetion to hurt one another; they all agree 
about the Baſinefs of this Life, becauſe a Community 
in Trade is the Intereſt they drive at; and they never 
joſtle in the Way to the Life to come, becauſe eve 
one takes a different Road. One great Cauſe of this 
ſo amicable a Correſpondence and Agreement, is, that 
only the Laity of theſe Profeſſions compoſe the Mix- 
ture; here are no Ingredients of Prieſt- Craft to ſoar 
the Compoſitions ; Pulpits indeed they have, but not 
like Hadibras's Ecclefiaftic Drums, that are continually 
beating up for Volunteers, to the alarming the whole 
Nation. Here is no Intereſt of Sett to be managed 
under the Cloak of gaining Proſelytes to the I'ruth; 
nor ſtrengthening of Parties by Pretence of reclaim- 
ing of Souls; every Shepherd is content with his own 
Flock, and Mufti, Levite, Pope, and Preſbyter, are 
all n in this, that they live in Unity and Con- 
cord. | 


We have a Notion in Exgland that the Dutch are ve- 


Ty great Drunkards; whether this Aſperſion riſes from 


ſome People confounding the High Dutch with the 
Lox, or that there is a Sottiſhneſs in their Mien and 


Com- 
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48 THE BB IT 18 H 1 
Complexions, I can't determine; but this I can aſſure 


1 


you, that the Report is as falſe, as ſhould J aver, that 
the People in London axe the moſt chaſte and ſober 
Gentlemen in the World. Tis, true, indeed, they 
will take off a toping Glaſs of Brandy, but that is only 


what is abſolute 


y neceſſary to moderate the Moiſture 


and Coldneſs of their Conſtitution; and uſed in ſuch 
Quantity by the meaner Sort only, who lying conti- 
nually in the Water, muſt require an Allowance to for. 
tify themſelves againſt the Chilneſs of their Habita 
tions; for you muſt know, that their whole Families, 

en, Women and Children, hve continually in Boats, 
and have no more Tenement on dry Land, than a 
Thames Salmon; but notwithſtanding this incumbent 
Neceſſity of their taking a Cup of the Creature, I ne- 
ver have ſeen ſince I came into this Country but one 
Dutchman drunk; and although his Impertinence was 
no more than is naturally incident to any Body in bis 
Condition, yet the whole Boatful of People, to the 
Number of ſixty Perſons, ſhewed the greateſt Averſion 
imaginable to his Circumſtances, except two or three 


Jolly Exgliſbmen, that made very good Sport with his 


Humour; and had not we, with ſome French Gentle- 
men, protected his Carcaſs, his Countrymen would 
have ſouſed him in the Canal very heartily for his De- 


bauch. 


As the laborious Life of the inferior Sort requires an 


_ exhilarating Glaſs, ſo the ſame Neceſſity both as to 


Time and Charges ſecures them from Exceſs : And for 
their Gentry they are indeed ſociable in their own 
Houſes; but were it not for Strangers, all Places of 
Public Entertainment muſt conſequently fall, which is 
the greateſt Argument imaginable for the Sobriety and 


Temperance of a People; whereas *'tis very well 


known, that if the very Taverns in London, with ſeven or 
— 75 handſome Churches, and one or two of our Inns 
of Court (all which we could well enough ſpare) were 
but handſomely ſeated on the Banks of a River, they 
would make a Figure with ſome of the moſt remark- 


able Cities in Europe. 


This indeed 1s a noble Argu- 


ment of the Riches of England; but whether our Lux- 
ce 
of 
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ury, which ſprang from Plenty, or the Temperan 
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of Holland, the Effect of Neceſſity, be the happier 
State, is a Queſtion that I want Leiſure now to deter- 
mine, | Kirk 
Another Account we have current among us, that 
there are no Beggars in Holland; and that they are very 
careful in employing the Poor. That their Manu- 
factures require a great many Hands is moſt certain; 
but ocular Demonſtration is too ſtrong a Proof againſt: 


Y their Induſtry ; and I'm apt to believe, that the Order 


of the Mendicants is of a very late Inſtitution, elſe ſo 


Ms ible a Falſity could never have put this Trick upon 


Travellers. Whether their late expenſive Wars have 
ruined more People than their Manufactures can em- 

loy, or that the Poverty of the Spaniards in the neigh- 
U Netherlands, have by Degrees infected the 
meaner Sort, I can't be poſitive; but nothing is more 
certain, than that a well-diſpoſed Chriſtian may find as 
many Objects of Charity here as in any Part of Eng- 
land, if we may judge of their Wants by the Fervency 
of their Cries. 

I do believe that the Charity of the Dutch is no _ 
Encouragement to Beggars ; which is the Reaſon (I 
conceive) why the Poor flock all to the Highways and 
Trachſkouts, where the Opportunity is good for Ap- 
plication to Strangers, . 

From theſe, and ſome other ſuch like Particulars, I 
found 1t a Matter of Speculation, how the Generality 
of the Engliþ Nation, being ſo near Neighbours to 
this State, ſhould be ſo very ſhort in their | 7925 ren 
of the Manners and Conſtitution of this People; but 
this I may preſume to proceed upon the following Ac- 
counts, | 

Moſt of our Engliſh that viſit this Place, are either 
young Gentlemen that come abroad to travel, or Mer- 
chants that make a ſhort Trip upon their own private 
Concerns. | 


"Tis the uſual Way with the firſt of thoſe to take 


Holland en paſſant, either going or coming; and 


being youthful Sparks, are ſo fond of the Finery of 

Paris, and Delicacy of Rome, that they han't Leiſure, 

torſooth, to dwell upon the Solidity of this Place. 
D 
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80 THE BRITISH 
France and Italy are their Provinces, and Holland their 
Inn upon the Road; they lie for a Night, and away 
the next Morning. y * | 
They can tell you perhaps, that the Dutch Mannerof 
travelling is very commodious ; that the Hague is a pretty 
Village, Anſterdam a fine City, and that the People are 
a Parcel of heavy, dull, unconverſable Creatures, and ſo 
they leave them. Nothing can reliſh more of Old Br. 
land than this peremptory Declaration. I would at. 
lingly-underftand how Gentlemen can make a true Fi. 
mate of the Wit and-Ingenuity of a People, when they 
don't ſtay to make one Acquaintance in the Country, 
nor can ſpeak one Syllable of their Language. 
Moſt of our young Nobility and Gentry travel un- 
der the Tuition of French Governors, who, however 
honeſt in their Intentions of ſerving their Pupils, are 
nevertheleſs full of their Moy Meme; and from the Pre- 
jadice of Birth and Education, like all other People, 
are moſt inclinable to the Manners, Language, Dreſs 
and Behaviour of their own Nation; and though per- 
fectly ſkilled, perhaps in the Accompliſtiments that 
compoſe what we call a fine Gentleman, yet *tis pro- 
bable, they may fall ſhort in thoſe Qualifcations that 
are abſolutely neceſſary to an Engliſpman in reſpe& of 
the Intereſt of his Country, and of theſe I take the 
Dutth Language to be none of the moſt trivial. For at 
the preſent Juncture, which renders it not only ours, 
but the Intereſt of Europe, that we ſhould be well with 
theſe People, it were not unneceſſary that our Amity 
ſhould be linked with private Friendſhips and Corre- 
ſpondence, as well as by public Leagues and.Alltances, 
An Inftance of which is very viſible to our Prejudice in 
the Habitudes and Familiarity contracted by our young 
Gentlemen at Paris, which, without all Diſpute, is 
one great Reaſon for the Influence retained by that 
Court, not only over our Faſhions and Behaviour, but 
which extends alſo to Matters of more weighty 
Conſequence, including even our Councils, Laws and 
Government: ALE 
The ſecond Sort of People that make a Turn into 
this Country, are our Merchants, whoſe Speculations 
are limited by a few Particulars; their Affairs not ex- 
| | tending 
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5 e Policies of State, nor the Humours of 
ene rage are ſatisfied to mind their Buſineſs 
only, and to underſtand the Encouragement of Trade, 
the Prices and Cuſtoms upon Goods, the Value of 
Stock, and the Rates of Exchange. Their Converſa- 
tion lies chiefly between the Store-houſe and the Broad- 
fide, and that in one or two Cities at moſt, where 
their Correſpondents reſide ; So that all the Ac- 
count we can expe& from theſe Perſons, muſt only re- 
late to their Trade in general, or to ſome particular 
Branch of it, which is univerſally underſtood already 
through the Intercourſe of our Dealing, and neither 
ſo improving to our Polity, nor ſatisfactory to the Cu; 
rious. But even among their Encouragement of 'Trade, 
ſo univerſally known and admired, as the advantage» | 
ous Situation of their Country, their natural Propen- 
ſity to Navigation, the Lowneſs of their Impoſts, &c. 
yet by an odd Accident I came to underſtand one Po- 
licy in their trading Conſtitution, which I have never 
hitherto met within any verbal or written Account 
whatſoever. The Matter was thus in all its Circum- 
ſtances, | 

One day upon the Exchange at Rozterdam I caſually 
met a Gentleman, who ſome Time ago was one of the 
moſt conſiderable Merchants in /relazd, but about ſome 
four Years ſince, by his great Loſſes at Sea, was forc- 
cd to fly his 2 a very mean Condition. I put 
him in Mind of his Misfortunes, by a Favour he once 
conferred upon me of a Bottle of Claret and a Neat's 
Tongue, at launching of a new Ship that he had built 
in Dublin; which Veſſel (Bottom and Goods all his 
own) was unfortunately loſt the very firſt Voyage. 
The Gentleman ſeemed very ſenſible of his Misfor- 
tunes, but withal told me, that he had ſtill a Glaſs of 
Wine and a Tongue at my Service, if I would come 
and ſee him at his Houſe that Evening, I made him a 
Viſit, and found, to my no ſmall Surpriſe, a hand- 
ſome Houſe neatly furniſhed, excellent Meat, and as 
good Burgundy as ever joyed the Heart of Man. I took 
the Freedom to aſk my Merchant how a. Bankru 


mould come by all this; in Anſwer to which he gave 


me the following Account of his Affairs. 


2 The 
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The Dutch, Sir (ſaid he) have a Law, that whatever 
Merchant in any Part of Europe, who has had any con- 
fiderable Traffic with' this Country, whoſe Honeſty is 
apparent by his former Accounts, and can prove by a 
ſufficient Teſtimony, that his Loſſes and Misfortunes 
are not chargeable upon his Ignorance nor Extrava. 
gance, but purely, thoſe of unfortunate Chance, above 
the Reach of human Prevention; that then ſuth a 
Merchant may repair to them, have the Freedom of 
any Sea-port in the State, a Supply of whatever Mo- 
ney he's willing to take up out of the public Re- 
venue, upon the bare Security of his Induſtry and In- 
tegrity: And all this upon the current Intereſt, which 
is ſeldom above Four per Cent. 

Purſuant to this (continued the Gentleman) my Qua- 
lifications for this Credit being ſufficiently teſtified, I 
took up here two Thouſand Pounds Sterling, and in 
two Years have gained Fifty per Cent, ſo that by 
God's Aſſiſtance, and my own diligent Endeavours, I 
queſtion not but in a few Years, I ſhall be able to 
ſhew my Face to my Creditors, return to my Country, 
and there live in alu quo. 

Here are two Points remarkable enough : A charita- 
ble Action to relieve d1{'r. fled Strangers, and a Policy 
of State for the Intereſt of the Republic, which you 
may ſoon diſcover by repeating the Conditions, His 
Honeſty. muſt be manifeit from his former Accounts, 
his Sufficiency in Buſineſs apparent from his precedent 
Manner of Dealing, his Misfortunes ſuch as were a- 
bove human Prevention, as by Storms, Pirates, or the 
like; but above all, he muſt have ſome conſiderable 
Traffic with this Country ; there's the Clincher, the 
Utile, the greateſt Encouragement imaginable for, all 
Foreigners to traffic with this Nation, and for the molt 
ingemious Traders, who are not always the moſt for- 
tunate, to ſeek a Reſiderce among them: And what 
Life and Vigour theſe two Circumſtances may add to 
the Trade of a Nation, the flouriſhing Condition of 
this People is the moſt ſufficient Witneis, 

Now, Sam, I haze tired you maoſt certainly, for I 
am weary 1yſelf, and we arc ſeldom the ſooneſt muy 

| | wit 
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with our own : The Gravity of my Stile you muſl im“ 
pute to the Air of the Country, and the Length of my 
Letter to a very rainy Day, that has kept me within ; 
and to excuſe the Matter, it ſhall coſt you nothing, for 
I ſend it by a Gentleman, who can affure you that 
what I have ſaid is true. I ſhall at leaſt conclude 
with a Truth, that I am, | 
Dear Sir, yours, &C. 


LETTER XVI. 


An intereſling Letter from a Gentleman, to his Friend, 
who had been long abſent from his native Country. 


Dear Sir, | London, June 4 1765. 


OUR long Abſence renders Information of the 
Situation of your Family as neceſſary, as if you 

were an utter Stranger to them, The Occaſion of this, 
is to give you an Account of the Death of Mrs Vincent. 
whole Departure out of this Life, I know not whether 
a Man of your Philoſophy will call unfortunate or not, 
ſince it was attended with ſome Circumſtances as much 
to be deſired as to be lamented, She was her whole 
Life happy in an uninterrupted Health, and was al- 
ways honoured for an Evenneſs of Temper, and Great- 
neſs of Mind, On the 1oth Inftant, that Lady was 
taken with an Indiſpoſition which confined her to her 
Chamber, but was ſuch as was too flight to make her 
take a ſick Bed, ard yet too grievous to admit of any 
Satisfaction in being out of it. It is notoriouſly known, 
that ſome Years ago Mr. Pcole, one of the moſt conſi- 
derable Surgeons in London, was deſperately in love 
with this Lady: Her Quality placed her above any 
Application to her on the Account of his Paſſion ; but 
as a Woman always has ſome Regard to the Perſon 
whom ſhe believes to be her real Admirer, ſhe now 
took it in her Head (upon Advice of her Phyſicians to 
loſe ſome of her Blood) to ſend for Mr. Poole on that 
Occaſion. I happencd to be there at that Time, and: 
my near Relation gave me the Privilege to be preſent. 4 
As ſoon as her Arm was ſtripped bare, and he began bt, 
3 | to . 
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changed, and I obſerved him ſeized with a ſudden 
Tremor, which made me take the Liberty to ſpeak of 


it to my Couſin with ſome Apprehenſion: She ſmiled, 


and faid, ſhe knew Mr. Poole had no Inclination to do 
her Injury. He ſeemed to recover himſelf, and, ſmil- 
ing alſo, proceeded in his Work. Immediately after 
the Operation, he cried out, that he was the moſt un. 
fortunate of all Men, for that he had opened an Artery 
inflead of a Vein, It is as impoſſible to expreſs the Ar- 


tiſt's Diſtraction, as the Patient's Compoſure. I will not 


dwell on little Circumſtances, but go on to inform 
you, that within three Days Time it was thought ne- 


- celfary to take off her Arm. She was ſo far from uſing 


Mr. Poole, as it would be natural to one of a lower 
Spirit to treat him, that ſhe would not let him be ab- 
ſent from any Conſultation about her preſent Condition; 
and on every Occaſion aſked, whether he was ſatisfied in 
the Meaſures that were taken about her? Before this laſt 
Gperation, ſhe ordered her Will to be drawn, and, af- 
ter having been about a Quarter of an Hour alone, ſhe 
bid the Surgeons, of whom poor Mr. Poole was one, go 
on in their Work. I know not how to give you the Terms 
of Art, but there appeared ſuch Symptoms after the 


Amputation of her Arm, that it was viſible ſhe could 


not live about four and twenty Hours. Her Behaviour 
was ſo magnanimous throughout this whole Affair, 
that I was particularly curious of taking Notice of 
what paſſed, as her Fate approached nearer and nearer, 


and took Notes of what ſhe ſaid to all about her, 


Particularly Word for Word what ſhe ſpoke to Mr, 
Poole, which was as follows; 

«« Sir, you give me an inexpreſſible Sorrow for the 
« Anguiſh with which I ſee you overwhelmed, I 
* am removed to all Intents and Purpoſes from the In- 
« tereſts of human Life, therefore I am to begin to 
think like one wholly unconcerned in it. I do not 
* conſider you as one by whoſe Error I have loſt m 
Life; no, you are my Benefactor, as you have hal- 
tened my Entrance into a happy Immortality. This 
% is my Senſe of this Accident; but the World, in 
« which you live, may have Thoughts of it 3 _ 

f „ Diiad- 


« 


« Diſadvantage. I have therefore taken Care to pro- 
«, vide for you in my Wül, and have placed you a- 
«©. bove what you have to fear from their II-nature.“ 
While this excellent Woman ſpoke theſe Words, 
Mr. Pvole looked as if he received àa Condemnation to 
die, inſtead of a Penſion for his Liſe. Mrs. Vincent 
lived till eight of the Clock the next Night, and tho 
ſhe muſt-have laboured under the moſt exquiſite Tor- 
ments, ſhe poſſeſſed her Mind with ſo wonderful a 
Patience, that one may rather ſay ſhe ceaſed to breathe 
than ſhe died at that Hour. You, who thad not the 
Happineſs to be perſonally known to this Lady, have 
nothing but to rejoice in the Honour you had of be- 
ing related to ſo great Merit; but we, who have loſt 
her Converſation, cannot fo enfily reſign our own 
Happineſs by Reflection upon hers. I am, Sir, 
| ' Your iffetienate Kinſinun, 
And moſt obetient Serwunt, 
4h N. 5 
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LETTER. XVI 
On the wider ful Effetts of a' reputed ſudden Elevation. 
Dear Sir, | | 


J)ERMIT me to poſtpone other Affairs, though 
more momentous, in order to relate a Circum- 
ſtance not more trite than unexpected. | 
What will you ſay, when I tell you, that a curren 
Report of my being immenſely rich is the greateſt 
Misfortune I at preſent labour under? Nor do I findit 
ſo ſupportable as you may be apt to imagine. The 
Occaſion was owing to the frequent Slights I had re- 
ceived from the Gentlewoman with whom I lodge, and 
from others of my Friends, who, believing that T lived 
up to my ſcanty Fortune, as in Truth I do, (though I 
take care to be beholden to nobody, and pay ready 
Money for every 'Thing) could not treat me negligent- 
ly enough, I complained of this to that — Wag 
Tony Richards, who told me he would change every 
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one's Behaviour to me in a few Days, And he haz 
done it effeQually : For what does he do, but, as a 
Kind of Secret, acquaints my Landlady, that, beſide 
my poor little Eſtate, which you know to be my All, 
he had lately diſcovered, that I had twenty thouſand 
Pounds Stock in one of our great Companies, 0 

Such was the Force of this whimſical Deluſion, that, 
the very next Morning, I had a clean Towel hung 
over my Water- bottle, tho' I never before had more 
than one a Week during the twenty Years I have 
lodged there. i 91 

About a Week after this, my Couſin Tom, who for 
the two Years he has been in the Temple, has let me 
ſee him but three Times, came in a moſt complaiſant 
Manner, plainer dreſſed than I had ever before ſeen 
him; and begged, if the Length of the Evening was 
in any Degree burthenſome, 1 would permit him to 
wait upon me with ſuch Pieces of Wit, Humour, or 
Entertainment, as the Town afforded; the reading of 
which under my Ear, he was ſure, would be a great 
Advantage to him; and aſſured me, that, for a Begin- 
ning, he had preſumed to bring the laſt new Tragedy 
in his Pocket: I thanked my young Spark, upon 
which he is ſo much in earneſt in his Obſervances, that 
three Nights in a Week he thus entertains me: Which 
will, at leaſt, be of ſo much Service, as to keep him 
out of more expenſive Company. You cannot think 
what Pains the Rogue takes to read with the Ca- 
dence he knows I admire, and fits till his Teeth 
chatter before he offers to look towards the Fire. 

What you will ſtill more wonder at, Sir John Hook- 
him called upon me before Chriftmas ; and though 1 
have not had a Viſit from him theſe five Years, was 
ſo obliging, as to run away with me in his Chariot 
into Hertford/hire, to keep the Holidays in his Family; 


where his Lady treated me with the utmoſt Reſpect, 


and her Daughters paid me their morning Devoirs, 
with the ſame Deference as if I had been their Grand 
Papa, No Dinner was concluded upon without con- 
ſulting my Palate ; and the young Gentlemen, his 
Sons, are as ambitious of my hearing their Exerciſes, 
as if their Fortunes depended upon my ä ; 

| ir 
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Sir John acquainted me with every Improvement he 
had made in 17 Eſtate; and aſſured me, that his ſe- 
cond Son Will, my Nameſake, had a Genius fingu- 
larly turned for managing Country Buſineſs, had he 
not the Misfortune of having a Brother born before 
him; and gave me ſeveral Reaſons to believe, that a 
fine Eſtate which lay in the Nighbourhood, and was 
then to be ſold, would be a great Pennyworth. I took 
the Hint; but ſaid, I had no Inclination to purchaſe : 
He ſhook his Head at my Thouſands, and told me, 
that, in his Opinion, a Land Eſtate was preferable ta 
the beſt Stock in the Kingdom, —_ 

When I came to Town the 4th of January, I was 
no ſooner out of Sir John's Chariot, but my Landlady, 
in Perſon, informed me, that ſince I had been abſent, 
I bad had fo many Preſents ſent me, that ſhe had been 
in an hundred Fears for their ſpoiling : I aſked her tha 
Particulars, and found five Turkeys, three Chines, 
three Hampers of Madeira for the Gout, two Collars 
of Brawn, Geeſe, Chickens, Hares, and Wild- Fow], 
to a large Amount, ; 

At Night I was welcomed to Town by all my old 
Acquaintance, and about twenty almoſt new ones. I 
was a little tired with my Journey; and had a flight. 
Cold beſides, which being obſerved, one was running 
tor a Phyſician, another * a Surgeon to bleed me: 
One thought an Emetic not 1mproper: Another re- 
commended a gentle Sweat, or compoſing Draught; 

and, amidſt the general Officiouſneſs, I could hear it 

whiſpered, that, if my Will was not made, Delays. 
might prove dangerous: And, in the Morning, five 

Meſſengers after my Welfare arrived before Day. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee my Peace is gone; my Tongue is 

of no Uſe; foe no one believes me when 1 declare m 

real Circumſtances: And, under the Happineſs of a 

very ſmall Fortune, I ſuffer all the Afflictious attending 

a Man 1mmoderately rich ; and if you keep not your 

uſual Behaviour I ſhall not know myſelf, nor any Man 

elſe ; ſince all my Companions are become Flatterers, 
and all around me are ſo obſequious, that it is impoſ- 
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ble for me to know when I do wright or wrong. I am, 
dear Sir, though thus whimſically fituated, 


Your real Friend. 


—— 


LETTER XVIII. 
Pliny to Hiſpellus. 
A I remember the great Affection which was be. 


tween you and your excellent Brother, and know 
you love his Daughter as your own, ſo as not only to 
expreſs the Tenderneſs of the beſt of Aunts, but even 
to ſupply that of the beſt of Fathers ; I am ſure it will 
be a Pleaſure to you to hear that ſhe proves worthy of 
her Father, worthy of you, and of your and her An- 
eeſtors. Her Ingenuity is admirable, her Frugality 


extraordinary. She loves me, the ſureſt Pledge of 


her Virtue, 'and adds to this a wonderful Diſpoſition 
to Learning, which ſhe has acquired from her Aﬀec- 
tion to me. She reads my Writings, ſtudies them, and 
even gets them by Heart, You would ſmile to ſee the 
Concern ſhe is in when I have a Cauſe to plead, and 
the Joy ſhe ſhews when it is over. She finds Means to 
have the firſt News brought her of the Succeſs I meet 
with in Court, how I am heard, and what Decree is 
made. If I recite any Thing in Public, ſhe cannot 
refrain from placing herſelf privately in ſome Corner 
to hear, where, with the utmoſt Delight, ſhe feaſts 
upon my Applauſes. Sometimes ſhe ſings my Verſes, 
and accompanies them with the Lute, without any 
Maſter, except Love, the beſt of Inſtructors. From 
theſe Inftances I take the molt certain Omens of our 
perpetual and increaſing Happineſs; ſince her Affec- 
tion is not founded on my Youth and Perſon, which 
muſt gradually decay; but ſhe is in love with the 
immortal Part of me, my Glory and Reputation. Nor 
indeed could leſs be expected from one who had the 
Happineſs to receive her Education from you, who 
in your Houſe was accuſtomed to every Thing that 
was virtuous and decent, and even began to love me 


by your Recommendation. For, as you had o_ 
© 
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the greateſt Reſpe& for my Mother, you were pleaſed 
from my [fancy to form me, to command me, and 
kindly to preſage 1 ſhould de one to what my Wife 
fancies I am. Accept therefore our united Thanks ; Y 
mine, that you have beſtowed her on me; and hers, 3s 
that you have given me to her, as a mutual Grant f iY 
Joy and Felicity. . 


1 1 * * tn. th 111 44 
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LETTER XIX. 
From Miſs Watſon t Miſs Richards. 


My deareſt Friend, ; 


OUR kind Epiſtle demands my warmeſt Ae-+ 
knowledgment. You have, no Doubt, heard of 
the ſudden Death of my Uncle Stevens. He came to 
ſee me the Day before, when I thought he ſeemed to 
have loſt ſomething of his uſual Moroſeneſs. He-pro- 
poſed my coming to live with him, and told me my 
Papa had given his Conſent, I was entirely at a loſs 
for an Anſwer; for I feared —_ my Uncle, yet 
could not think of being under the lame Roof with 
that Betty, whom you have heard me talk of when 
I firſt came to School. She was undoubtedly his Miſ- 
treſs, and ruled im with a moſt tyrannical Hand: 
But I have fince his Death learnt, that he tarned her 
out of Doors, about a Week before ke died, in a md - 
violent Paſſion ; the Reuſon of which could only be 
gueſſed at from the Diſmiſſion of a favourite Footman 
at the fame Time: For he would tell my Mamma no- 
thing concerning their 'Quarrel ; but only faid, that it 
would net be the worſe for ſome in her Family, mean- 
ing me, I ſuppoſe; for he has left me the Reſidue of 
his Fortune, after the Payment of a few Legacies. M 
Mamma ſends me Word, that the abominable Ber 
has made away with the greateſt Part of the Family 
Plate, and embezzled a good Deal of Money; and for 
this they talk of bringing her to Juſtice. But, dear 
Miſs Zentins, J cannot bear to think of it. For my 
Part, 1 Will never eenſent te ex poſe my Uncle's Chu. 
4652 D 6 racter 
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racer in a public Court for. the Sake of a few Pounds. 
I have one more Difficulty to entruſt to the Boſom of 
my Friend: My Uncle was very fond of a pretty Boy, 
who paſſed for his Maid's Nephew, and whom he ſup- 
rted in a genteel Manner. This Child, I know, my 
_— believes to be her Brother's; and if this is the 
Caſe, as I don't doubt but it is, has not the poor, un- 
friended Creature a Right to ſome Proviſion ? To be 
ſure my Uncle would have provided for him, if his Re- 
ſentment againſt his vile Mother had not hindered him, 
He had no Time, poor Man, to grow. cool, Some- 
thing muſt, ſomething ſhall be done for the unhappy 
Boy; yet I know not how to bring it about, at leaſt 
while I am under Age; for this Circumſtance was al- 
ways kept a Secret from my Papa. Help me, my 
Friend, with your Advice, which will always be re- 
ceived with Deference, by 3s f 


Your obliged, and affeFionate _ 


Friend and Servant. 


— — * 
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From a young Lady, to congratulate a. Friend on her 
| | arriage. . 


Dear Madam, 5 


HO U H from your laſt, I had Reaſon to think 
- you approached the indiſſoluble Bond, I could 
not apprehend the Change would have been ſo ſudden. 
I pleaſed myſelf with the Thought of being your Com- 
panion and Confident in the agreeable Taſk of chuſing 

Silks, Laces, and Ribbons; and imagined, that m 
being conſulted on Aﬀairs of ſuch Importance, by ſo 
fine a young Lady, would have made me appear in a 
more favourable Light to the Companions of my Siſter 
Jenny, than I could expect from my being a Girl juſt 
come from School ; but you have diſconcerted all my 
Schemes. However, as I have no Doubt of your Hap- 
ineſs, I ſincerely rejoice. in the Event, May your 
elicity be long, and uninterrupted, and every Thing 
8 con- 
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conſpire to render it complete. My Papa gives Mr. 
Turner juſt ſuch a Character, as I wiſh the Man may 
deſerve, who ſhall make a Wife of my Siſter Jena; 
and may I not add, fince it is to my deareſt Friend, 
that ſhall make a Wife of my Siſter's Siſter ? May he 
live long, and always deſerve fo fair a Character, and 
ſo deſerving a Bride; and may that Bride live long, 
to reward his Merit, and delight her Friends. Ang. 
to conclude in one Word, may you be the happieſt Pair 
in England, I am, | 

: Dear Madam, yours, &c. 


LETTER XXI. 
Nom. a Lady to a moſt intimate Friend. 
Dear Madam, 


Elying on our mutual Confidence, I preſume to 
R requeſt of you a very important Favour. You 
may remember, that in the Letter I wrote to you on 
my Uncle's Death, I mentioned a Child whom 1 
thought I ought to provide for gut of my Uncle's 
Eſtate, The Foiher, for Fear of Puniſhment, keeps 
out of the Way; and the Boy, my Uncle's Son, wall 
be turned into the Street, if his Board 1s not paid for, I 


muſt therefore intreat you to take him under your Pro- 


tection, till it is in my Power to do it, or till 1 can have 
the Affair ſet in what I imagine a true Light to my Fa- 
ther. If I live, I will reimburſe you ; and if not, the 
Benevolence of the Action will, to a Mind like yours, 
be its own Reward. He boards at Mr. Jones 's, in 
Hox10n-Square, and is called Zacky Savage. I hope by 
the next Quarter to be my own Almoner ; but I would 
by no Means deſire you to do this without the Know- 
ledge and Conſent of Mr. Turner. Forgive this Trouble, 
and believe me to be what I really am, yours, and for 
your Sake Mr. Turner's 


Maſt obliged Friend and Servant. 
P. S. 
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P. S. As I find apon Recollection, that it will give 
me ſome Pain to do any Thing in this Affair without 
my Papa's Advice and Approbation, I ſhould: be glad 
if either your Papa or Mr. Turner would mention it to 
him, and {et it in, a fair Light; for as my Papa is a 
Man of the ſtricteſt Integrity and Honour, 1 am ſure he 
will never coolly conſent to abandon even the illegiti- 
mate Son of ane. ſo nearly related to my Mamma, while 
the Eſtate is poſſeſſed by one in his Family. But tho? 
this is a Favour it would not become me to aſk. of thoſe 
Gentlemen, yet I hope it would not be improper for 
you to aſk it, which will be an Obligation that I ſhall 
always gratefully acknowledge. e cy 


— ——— 


— 


LETTER XXII. 
< My dear Friend, © | 


# DNHarmed with the Juſtice and Generoſity of your 
0 Sentiments, I have communicated them to my 
Spouſe, who has laid on me the ſtricteſt Injunction, to 
exert my utmoſt Ability in your Service. He took the 
Affair upon himſelf without my aſking it; and waiting 
upon your Papa the ſame Evening, with your Letters 
ig his Pocket, met with all the. Succeſs you could de- 
_ "fire; your Father having readily promiſed, that if, 
upon his making a ſtrit Enquiry, there appears any 
Probability of the Boy's being Mr. Stewens's Son, he 
will provide for him. As a generous Action is the 
beſt Recommendation to a generous Mind, your Fa- 
ther was highly delighted with you, and quite laviſh 
in your Praiſe, He read your Letters with a viſible 
Satisfaction in his Looks, and expreſſed his Joy at find- 
ing that you ſo well deſerved your good Fortune. Mr. 
Turner longs no leſs than I do to ſee you, and has deſired 


me to aſſure you of his inviolable Friendſhip, as well 
as that of ws | X 


Your affetionate. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Fram Mii Jenkins to ber Friend, inviting her to be 
| peͤreſent at her Marriage. 


Dear Madam, 
OUR Abſence, and your long Friendſhip, have 
obliged me to trouble you with this Epiſtle. You 
know that for ſome Time I have permitted the Addreſ- 
ſes of Mr. Townſend, a Gentleman of Merit, who has 
my Father's Approbation. As I am but young, I 


ſhould be you to continue ſingle a little longer; but 


as I can have no Objection to the Gentleman, for 
whom I have the higheſt Eſteem, this will not be al- 
lowcd ; and next Tuęſday is the Day when he is to en- 
ter into a nearer Relation to us, O Madam! I dread 
the awful Ceremony that is to produce fo great a 
Change; that muſt render my Happineſs dependant 
on another's, and my now free Actions cenſurable by 
another's Judgment ; and though I ſhall be ſurrounded 
with the neareſt Relations, who are very dear to me, 
cannot help wiſhing for the Preſence of a much-loved 
Friend, who has ſo lately entered into that important 
State, and whoſe Looks and preſent Happineſs, I ima» 
gine, will remove my Dithdence, and inſpire me 
with Courage. I will not iggure your Friendſhip ſo 
much as to make any Apology toe my deſiring this Fa- 
vour, ſince it is what Frięndſhip has ſu ely a Right to 
aſk, Come then, and let me ſee you. Mr. Turner 
will be an agreeable Gueſt to my Father ; and my 
Mamma has told me, that his and your Company will 
be a Favour which ſhe will always gratefully acknow- 


ledge. Preſent my Service to him, and believe that 


no Situation in Life will ever prevent my being 
| Moft ſincerely yours. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Elegant Deſcription f the manner of conferring 4 


enefit. 


S IR, 


F others affect to eſteem you for your ample For- 

tune; permit me to admire the noble Uſes to which 
you apply it. Your ſplendid Roofs and elegant Accom. 
modations I can view without the leaſt Emotion of En. 
vy: But when I obſerve you in the full Power of exert. 
ing the noble Purpoſes of your exalted Generoſity, —it 
is then, I confeſs, I am apt to reflect, with ſome Re- 
gret, on the humbler Supplies of my own more limited 
Finances. To be able to een the Calamities of Man- 
kind, and inſpire Gladneſs into a Heart oppreſſed with 
Want, is indeed the nobleſt Privilege of an enlarged 
Fortune: But to exerciſe that Privilege in all its ge- 
nerous Refinements, is an Inſtance of the moſt uncom- 
mon Elegance, both of Temper and Underſtanding. 

In the ordinary Diſpenſations of Bounty, little Ad- 
dreſs is required: But when it is to be applied to thoſe 
of a ſuperior Rank and more elevated Mind, there is 
as much Charity diſcovered in the Manner, as in the 
Meaſure of one's Benevolence. It is ſomething ex- 
tremely mortifying to a well-formed Spirit, to 2 it- 
ſelf conſidered as an Object of Compaſſion ; as it is the 
Part of im proved Humanity to humour this honeſt 
Pride in our Nature, and to relieve the Neceſſities 
without offending the Delicacy of the Diſtreſſed. 

I have ſeen Charity (if Charity it might be called) 
inſult wich an Air of Pity, and . at the ſame 
Time that it healed. But I have ſeen too the higheſt 
Munificence diſpenſed with the moſt refined Tender- 
neſs, and a Bounty conferred with as much Addreſs as 
the moſt artful would employ in ſoliciting one. Suffer 
me, Sir, upon this ſingle Occafion, to gratify my own 
Inclinations in Violence to yours,. by pointing out the 
particular Inſtance J have in my View; and allow me, 
at the ſame Time, to join my Acknowledgments, with 
hoſe of the unfortunate Perſon I recommend to your 

| Protection, 
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Protection, for the 8 Aſſiſtance you lately f. 
forded him, I am, G. - WT! 


* 

| 
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LETTER Xxv. 


By Mr. Gay, giving an Account of two Lovers whe 
were fliruck dead by the ſame Flaſh of Lightning. 
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: Stanton- Harcourt, Aug. 9, 1718. 
5 H E only News you can expect to have from me 


here, is News from Heaven ; for I am quite out 
of the World, and there is ſcarce any Thing can reach 
me, except the Noiſe of Thunder, which undoubtedly 
ou have heard too. We haye read in old Authors of 
high Towers levelled by it to the Ground, while the 
humble Vallies have eſcaped : The only Thing that 
is Proof againſt it is the Laurel, which however I take 
to be ns great Security to the Brains of modern Au- 
thors. But, to let you ſee that the contrary to this often [ 
happens, I muſt acquaint you, that the higheſt and moſt ö 
extravagant Heap of Towers in the Univerſe, which 
is in this Neighbourhood, ſtands ſtill undefaced, while 
a Cock of Barley in our next Field has been conſumed 
to Aſhes. Would to God that this Heap of Barley had 
been all that had periſhed! But, unhappily, beneath 
this little Shelter ft two much more conſtant Loyers | 
than ever were found in Romance under the Shade of a | 
Beach- tree. John Hewit was a well-ſet Man, of about | 
five and twenty; Sarah Drew might be rather call - | 
ed comely than beautiful, and was about the ſame | 
Age : They had paſſed through the various Labours | 
of the Year together with the greateſt Satisfaction; if | 
ihe milked, 'twas his Morning and Evening Care to _ 
bring the Cows to her Hand. It was but laſt Fair, if 
that he bought her a Preſent of green Silk for her i 
Straw-Hat ; and the Poeſy on her Silver Ring was of | 
his chuſing. Their Love was the Talk of the whole 
Neighbourhood ; for Scandal never affirmed that they 
had any other Views than the lawful Poſſeſſion of each 
ether in Marriage, It was that very Morning m_ = 
a 
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had obtained the Conſent of her Parents, and it was but 
till the next Week that they were to wait to be happy, 
Perhaps in the Intervals of their Work they were now 
talking of their Wedding-Cloaths, and Jobn was ſuit- 
ing ſeveral Sorts of Poppies and Field-Howers to her 
Complexion, to chuſe her a Knot for the Wedding- 
day. While they were thus buſied, (it was on the laſt 
of July, between two and three in the Afternoon) the 
Clouds grew black, and ſuch a Storm of Lightning 
and *Fhunder enſued, that all the Labourers'made the 
beſt of their Way to-what Shelter the Trees and Hed ges 
afforded. Sarah was frightened, and fell down ina 
Swoon on a Heap of Barley; John, who never ſepara- 
ted from her, fat down by her Side, having raked to- 
zether two or three Heaps, the better to ſecure her 
from the Storm. Immediately there was heard ſo loud 
2 Crack, as if Heaven had ſplit aſander ; every one was 
Jolicitous for the Safety of Bis Neighbour, and called 
to one another throughout the Field. No Anſwer be- 
ing returned to thoſe who called to our Lovers, they 
ſtepped to the Place where they lay; they perceived 
the Barley all in a Smoke, and then eſpyed this faithful 
Pair, Je z with one Arm about Sarah's Neck, and the 
other held over her, as to ſkreen her from the Light- 
ming. They were both ſtruck in this tender Poſture. 
Sarabbs left Eye-brow was ſinged, and there appeared 
2 black Spot on her Breaſt; her Lover was all over 
black, but not the leaſt Signs of Life were found in 
either. Attended by their melancholy Companions, 
they were ad to the Town, and the next Day 
interred in Stanion-Harcourt Church- yard. My Lord 
Harcourt, at Mr. Pope's and my Requeſt, has cauſed a 
Stone to be placed over them, upon Condition chat 
we ſhould furniſh the Epitaph, which is as follows: 


When Eaftern Lowers feed the Fun'ral Fire, 4 
On the ſame Pile the faithful Pair expire ; 
Here pitying Heaw'n that Virtue mutual found, 
And blaſted both that it might neither wound, 
Hearts ſo ſincere th' Almighty ſaw well pleas'd, 
Sent his own Lightning, and the Victims feiz'd. 


But 
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But my Lord is apprehenſive the Country People 

will not "anderſiand this; and Mr. Pepe ſays he will 

make one with ſomething of Seripture in it, and with 
as little Poetry as Hophins,and Sternhold. 1 am, c. 


— 
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Mrs. RowE to the Counteſs of Hertford. 

Madam, x14 * 
(1I7HEN I begin a Friendſhip, tis for Immortali- 
ty. This Confeſſion, Ion, is enough to put 
you in ſome Terror, that you are never like to drop 
my Converſation in this World, nor the next; but [ 
hope I ſhall improve in the Realms of Light, and get 
a new Set of Thoughts to entertain you with at 
your Arrival there, which, for the public Inte reſt, T 
wiſh may be long after Lamiſleeping inthe Duſt: But 
perhaps mine will be the firſt joyful Spirit that will 
welcome you to the immaterial Coaſts, and entertain 
you with.one of the ſofteſt Songs of :;Parediſe at your 
Arrival—Mr. Rollie would think this all gay Chimera's 


and Fairy Viſions, but how much more ſo are all the 
charming Scenes on Earth ? $503 


As the fantaſtic Images of Night 
B. fore the of ning 2 take their Flight ; 
. So waniſh all the Hepes of Men; their Pride © 
| And vain Defigns the laughing Skies arride. 


You will think, Madam, I am reſolved you ſhall re- 
member your latter End, whoever forgets it, I ſu 
8 you will expect the next Picture I ſend you will 
e Time with a Scythe and an Hoar-glaſs ; but really 
theſe Memento's of Mortality are neceſſary to People, 
like you, in the Height of Greatneſs, and the full 
Bloom of Youth and Beauty. If I go on, you will 
think me in the Height of the Vapours, and the Per- 


fection of the Spleen; but, in all the Variety of my 
Temper, 


1 am your Ladyſhip*s | 
Mot obedient humble Servant, 
ELiz, Rows, 


ö 
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LETTER XXVII. 
From a young Lady to Mr. Por x. 


Paris, Sept. 18, 1716, 
12 Poſt brought me the Favour of your Letter of 
the 1oth of Auguſt. I am in a Place where Plea- 
ſure is continually 9 The Princes ſet the Ex- 
ample, and the Subjects follow at a Diſtance, The 
Ladies are of all Parties, by which Means the Conver- 
ſation of the Men is very much ſoftened, and faſhion- 
ed from thoſe blunt Diſputes on Politics, and rough 
eſts, we are ſo guilty of; while the Freedom of the 
omen takes away all Formality and Conſtraint. I 
muſt own, at the ſame Time, theſe Beauties are a lit. 
tle too artificial for my Taſte: Vou have ſeen a French 
Picture, the Original is more painted; and ſuch a 
Cruſt of Powder and Eſſence in their Hair, that you 


can ſee no Difference between black and red. By 


diſuſing Stays, and indulging themſelves at Table, they 
run out of all Shape; but as to that, they may give a 
good Reaſon, they prefer Conveniency to Parade, and 
are by this Means as ready, as they are generally wil- 
Ling, to be charitable. 
am ſurpriſed to find I have wrote ſo much Scandal: 
J fancy I am either ſetting up for a Wit, or imagine [ 
muſt write in this Style to a Wit; I hope you will 
prove a good-natured one, and not only let me hear 
rom you ſometimes, but forgive the ſmall Encourage- 
ment you meet with. I won't trouble myſelf to finiſh 
finely; a true Compliment is better than a good one; 


and I can aſſure you without any, that 1 am very ſin- 


cerely, 


STIR 
Your, &c. 


5 get k 1 5 E * 
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LETTER XXVII. 


From Mr. Po PE to a Lady, on the Separation of 
Friends, and the Satisfaftions of Integrity and 
Virtue, 1 


HE Weather is too ſine for any one that loves 

the Country to leave it at this Seaſon; when 

every Smile of the Sun, like the Smile of a coy Lady, 
is as dear as it is uncommon ; and I am ſo much in the 
' Taſte of rural Peaſures, I had rather ſee the Sun than 
any Thing he can ſhew me, except yourſelf. - I deſpiſe 
every fine Thing in Town, not excepting your new 
Gown, till I ſee you dreſſed in it, (which, by the way, 
I don't like the better for the red; the Leaves, I think, 
are very pretty.) I am growing fit, I hope, for a bet- 
ter World, of which the Light of the Sun is but a 
Shadow : For I doubt not but God's Works here are 
what come neareſt to his Works there ; and that a true 
Reliſh of the Beauties of Nature is the moſt eaſy Pre- 
paration and gentleſt Tranſition to an Enjoyment of 
thoſe of Heaven : As, on the contrary, a true Town- 
Life of Hurry, Confuſion, Noiſe, Slander and Diſſen- 
tion, is a ſort of Apprenticeſhip to Hell and its Furies. 
I am endeavouring to put my Mind into as quiet a 
Situation as I can, to be ready to receive that Stroke 
which I believe is coming upon me, and have fully” 
reſigned myſelf to yield to it. The Separation of my 
Soul and Body, is what I could think of with leſs Pain; 
for I am very ſure he that made it will take Care of it, 
and in whatever State he pleaſes it ſhall be, that State 
muſt be right: But I cannot think without Tears of: 
being ſeparated from my Friends, when their Condi- 
tion is fo doubtful, that they may want even ſuch: 
Aſliſtance as mine. Sure it is more merciful to take. 
from us after Death all Memory of what we loved or 
purſued bete; for elſe what a Torment would it be to 
a Spirit, ſtill to love thoſe Creatures it is quite divided 
from ? Unleſs we ſuppoſe, that, in a more exalted Life, 
all that we eiteemed in this imperfect State will affect 
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us no more than what we loved in our Infancy concerns 
us now. ü 

This is an odd Way of writing to a Lady, and I am 
ſenſible. would throw me under a great deal of Ridi- 
cule, were you to ſhew this Letter among* your Ac- 
quaintance, But phage you may not yourſelf be 
quite a Stranger to this Way of thinking. I'heartily 
wiſh-your Life may be ſo long and ſo happy, as never 
to let you think quite ſo far as I am now led to do; 
but to think a little towards it, is what will make you 
the happier and the eaſier at all Times. 

There are no Pleaſures or Amufements that I don't 
wiſh you; and therefore tis no ſmall Grief to me, that 
I ſhall for the future be leſs able to partake with you 
in them. But let Fortune do her worſt, whatever ſhe 
makes us loſe, as long as ſhe never makes us loſe our 
Honeſty: and our Independence: I deſpiſe from my 
Heart whoever parts with the firſt, and I pity from 


my Soul whoever quits the latter. 


1 


LETTER XXIX. 


From Dr. Swirr to Mr. Porz. On his AMfection 
for that Poet, and his own infirm Condition. 


| Febr. 7, 1735-6. 
TE is ſome Time ſince I dined at the Biſhop of Derry's, 
where Mr, 1 Cary told me with great Con- 
cern, that you were taken very ill. J have heard no- 
thing ſince, only 1 have continued in great Pain of 
Mind: Yet for my own Sake and the World's, more 
than for yours; becauſe I well know how little you 
value Lite, both as a Philoſopher and a Chriſtian; 
rticularly the Latter, wherein hardly one in a Mil- 
lion of us Heretics can equal you, If you are well re- 
covered, you ought to be reproached for not putting 
me eſpecially out of Pain, who could not bear the 
Loſs of you; although we muſt be for ever diſtant as 
much as 1f I were in the Grave, for which my Years 
and continual. Indiſpoſition are preparing me every 
Seaſon, I have ſtaid too long from preſſing you to 
give me ſome Eaſe by an Account of your Health; 


ory 


LETTER-WAITER. 7 


pray do not uſe me ſo ill an more. I look upon you 
as an Eſtate from which I receive my beſt annual 
Rents, although I am never to ſee it. Mr. Titel was, 
at the ſame Meeting, under the ſame real Concern; 
and ſo were a hundred others of this Town, who. had 


never ſeen you. | | 

I have nobody now left but you: Pray be ſo kind 
to outlive me} and then die as ſoon as you pleaſe; but 
without Pain; and let us meet in a better 8 
Religion will permit, but rather my Virtue, although 
much unequal to yours. Pray let my Lord Bathurft 
know how much I love him; F ſtill inſiſt on his re- 
membering me, although he is too much in the World 
to honour an abſent Friend with his Letters. My State 
of Health is not to boaſt of; Giddineſs is more or 
leſs too conſtant; I ſleep ill, and have a poor Appetite. 
J can as eaſily write a Poem in the Chineſt Language as 
my own : I am as fit tor Matrimony as Invention; and 
2 I have daily Schemes for innumerable Eſſays in 

roſe, and proceed ſometimes to no leſs than. half a. 
dozen Lines, which the next Morning become waſte 
Paper. What: vexes me moſt is, that my Female 
Friends, who could bear me very well a dozen, Years 
ago, have now forſaken me, although I am not ſo old 
in Proportion to them, as I formerly was: Which I 
can prove by Arithmetic ; for then I was double their 
Age, which now [ am not. 

Farewell, my deareſt Friend! ever, and upon every 
Account that can create-Friend ſhip and Eſteem. a 


* . 
_ — 
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LETTER XXX: 


From Mr. Pops: to Mr. Richanpse, to dre 
bim to draw his Mathers Picture from her Gorgſes: | 


Twickenham, Jure 10, 1733. L 5 

A I know you and I mutually deſire to ſee one an- 

other, I hoped that this Day our Wiſhes would 

have met, and brought you hither; And. this for the 

very Reaſon which poſſibly might hinder your Gn EY 
at 
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that my poor Mother is dead. I thank God, her 
Death was as eaſy, as her Life was innocent; and, as 
it coſt her not a Groan, or even a Sigh, there is yet 
pon her Countenance ſuch an Expreſſion of Tranquil- 
lity, nay almoſt of Pleaſure, that it is even amiable to 
behold it. It would afford the fineſt Image of a Saint 
expired, that ever Painting drew; and it, would be the 
greateſt Obligation Which even that obliging Art 
could ever beitow on a Friend, if you could come and 
ſketch it for me. I am ſure, if there be no very pre- 
valent Obſtacle, you will leave any common Buſineſs 
to do this; and I hope to ſee you this Evening as late 
as you will, or to-morrow Morning as early, before 
this Winter Flower is faded. I will defer her Inter- 
ment till To-morrow Night. I know you love me, or 
I could not have written this I could not (at this 
Time) have written at all Adieu! May you die az 
happily ! SIT. 


YT, ours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXI. 


From Dr. ARTBUTHNOT to Mr, Pope, en his own 
neſs, and their unalterable Friendſhip, 


Hampſtead, July 17, 1734. 

I Little doubt of your kind Concern for me, nor of 

that of the Lady you mention. I have nothing to 
repay my Friends with at preſent, but Prayers and 
| good Wiſhes.” I have the Satisfaction to find, chat! 
| am as officiouſly ſerved by my Friends, as he that has 
| Thouſands to leave in Legacies ; beſides the Aſſur- 
ance of their Sincerity, God Almighty has made my 
bodily Diſtreſs as eaſy as a Thing of that Nature can 
be. 1 have found ſome Relief, at leaſt ſometimes, 
from the Air of this Place, My Nights are bad, but 
many poor Creatures have worſe. 

As tor you, my good Friend, I think, fince our firſt 
Acquaintance, there have not been any of thoſe, little 
Suſpici-ns or Jealouſies that often affect the „ N 
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you for thoſe Talents which the World prizes, yet 
they were not the Foundation of my Friendſhip; the 
were quite of another Sort; nor ſhall I at preſent of- 
fend you by enumerating them; And I make it m 


laſt Requeſt, that you will continue that noble Diſdain 
and Abhorrence of Vice, which you ſeem naturally 


endued with; but {till with a due Regard to your own 
ſafety ; and ſtudy more to reform than chaſtiſe, though 
the one cannot be effected without the other. 

Lord Bathurſt I have always honoured, for eve 


good Quality that a Perſon of his Rank ought to have: 


Pray give my Reſpects and kindeſt Wiſhes to the Fa- 
mily, My Veniſon Stomach is gone; but I have thoſe 
about me, and often with me, who will. be very glad 
of his Preſent, If it is left at my Houſe, it will be 
tranſmitted ſafe to me. 

A Recovery in my Caſe, and at my Age, is impoſſi- 
ble ; but, living or dying, I ſhall always be 

Yours, &C, 


— 


LETTER XXII. 


From a learned Gentleman to his Friend, on reading 
Hiſtory. 


» 


S IR, , 
Cannot but applaud your noble Reſolution to pro- 


ſecute your Studies, with indefatigable Aſſiduity 


even at Paris, that Seat of the Beau Monde. But you 
do me too much Honour to conſult me about the Read- 
ing you ſhould make Choice of, being ſo capable of 
making that Choice yourſelf, Nevertheleſs, ſince you 


abſolutely require that I ſhould explain myſelf upon this 
Subject, I ſhall not heſitate to tell you, that I ſhould. 


prefer the 8 of Hiſtory to all other. It is an Opi- 

on of which I have given a public Teſtimony, and 

that I ſhall never change. Inſlead of quoting the Paſſage 

where [ ſpeak advantapeouſly of Hiſtory, I had rather 

write it in this Letter for your Eaſe and my own, Vou 
E 


will 


Friendſhips ; I am ſure not on my Side. I muſt be ſo 
fincere as to own, that though I could not help valuing. 
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wil knob have the Trouble to look for the Book, and 1 
ſhallinot have that of reeollecting the Arguments I then 
advanced, chat Hiſtory inſtructs us in an engaging and 
agreeable Manner; that the greater Part 85 the other 
Sciences give Precepts which our Mind uſually ſlights, 
beeauſe it loves Freedom, and. hecauſe it takes Pleaſure, 
in oppoſing every Thing that favors of Command. I 
added, that inſtead of thoſe imperious Maxims, Hiſto- 
ry gives us 'only- Reffections to make upon the Events 
tat ſhe diſplays before-our Eyes, and that thoſe Events 
are ſo many Examples which we have to follow or avoid. 
She makes us attend the Councils of Sovereigns, and en- 
ables us to diſtinguiſſt Flattery from good Adviee. She 
deſeribes Sieges and Battles to us, and make us take 
Notice of the Faults or- good Conduct of the Generals. 
In a Word, ſhe gives us, in a few Years, an Experi- 
ence that many Years cannot give without her Aſſiſt- 
ance. Will you permit me, Sir, to improve upon 
what I have ſaid, and to take from a better Fund than 
my own ? A moſt eloquent Prelate will ſupply me with 
two or three Periods, which you will be very glad to 
know. He ſpeaks of a great and ingenious Princeſs which 
we have juſt loſt, and ſays, that the Reſolution of pro- 
ſecuting the Study of Wiſdom kept her engaged to the 
Reading of which we ſpeak. That Hiftory 1s rightly 
called the wiſe Counſellor of Princes. It is there, con- 
tinued he, that the greateſt Kings have no more Rank 
than by their Virtues; and that degraded for ever by 
the Hands of, Death, they undergo, without Court 
and without Retinue, the Judgment of all People, and 
of all Ages, It is there we diſcover that the Gloſs of 
Flattery is ſuperficial, and that falſe Colours will not laſt, 
how ingeniouſly ſoever they be laid on. There our ad- 
mirable Princeſs ſtudied the Duties of thoſe whaſe Lives 
compoſe Hiſtory, &c. You ſee, Sir, that I have kept 
my Word; what I have borrowed, is better than what 
is my own, and that T have thought of nothing but 
ſatisfying you, without conſidering that I was, going. 
to deſtroy the good Opinion you may have of my 
Writings. I will even tell you what Hiſtorian I ſhould 
prefer for Pleaſure and for Inſtruction. It is Plutarch, 
whom the too ſevere Critics will hardly acknowledge 
| | to 
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to be an Hiſtorian, I acknowledge he has not made 
any Body of Hiſtory, and that he has left none: but 
particular and unconnected Lives. But what Hiſtories 
can be found, which pleaſe and inſtruct like theſe 
Lives? At leaſt, what Perſon can read them without 
reliſhing a thouſand Beauties, and remarking every 
Moment Maxims of Morality. and Politics? Plutarch 
introduces them naturally; he gathers none but Flow- 
ers that grow under his Feet, and does not go out af 
the Way to gather others. He paints the Man whioſe 
Life he relates; he makes him known, ſuch as he was, 
at the Head of the Army, in the Government of the 
People, in his own Family, and in his Pleafures. In 
fine, Sir, I ſhould be of the Opinion of an Author, 
who faid, that if he was conſtrained to fling all the 
Books of the Aneients into the Sea, Platarch ſflould be 
the laſt drowned. We will ſay more of this When we 
go to: ®* With the M. of M*. If you would 
entertain your Friends with leſs Ceremony, we ſhould 
already have made you this Viſit ; but you treat at your 
Houſe as ſumptuoully, as if the Superintendency was 
till in your Family. I am moſt abſolutely, 


SIX. 
Your moft humble, 2 
and moſt obedient Ser vunt. 
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Deſcribing the Difficulties and Dilemmas which attend 
Law. Suits, | SIPs 
Dear Six, | 


AM not more ſurprized than concerned, that the 
I Difference between you and Mr. Archer is likely 
to bring on a Law-ſuit, I wiſh you would take it into 
your ſerious Conſideration before you begin, becauſe 
it wall hardly be in your Power to end it when. you 
pleaſe. For you immediately put the Matter out of 
your own Hands, into the Hands of thoſe, whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to protract the Suit from Term to Term; 


E 2. and 


! 
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and who will as abſolutely preſcribe to you in it, as 
your Phyſician in a, N Illneſs, 
The Law, my good Friend, I look upon, more than 
any one Thing, as the proper Puniſhment of an over- 
haſty and perverſe Spirit, as it is a Puniſhment that 
follows an Act of a Man's own ſeeking and chuſing. 
You will not conſent perhaps now to ſubmit the Mat. 
ter in Diſpute to Reference ; but let me tell you, that, 
after you have expended large Sums of Money, and 
ſquandered away a deal of Time in Attendance on 

our Lawyers, and Preparations for Hearings, one 
1 after another, you will probably be of another 
Mind, and be glad ſeven Years hence to leave it to 
that Arbitration which now you refuſe. He is happy 
who is wiſe by other Men's Misfortunes, ſays the 
common Adage : And, when you have heard from all 
your Acquaintance, who have tried the Experiment, 
what a grievous Thing the Law 1s, will you not- 
withſtanding pay for that Wiſdom, which you may 
have at the Coſt of others ? 

The Repreſentation that was once hung up as a Sign 
in the Rolls Liberty, on one Side, of a Man all in Rags 
wringing his Hands, with a Label, importing, That he 
had 0 55 Suit; and on the other, a Man that had 
not a Rag left, but ſtark- naked, capering and tri- 
uwphing, That he bad carried his Cauſe * ; was a fine 
Emblem of going to Law, and the infatuating Mad- 
neſs of a litigious Spirit. Jin 

How excellent to this Purpoſe is the Advice of our 
bleſſed Saviour, rather than ſeek this Redreſs againſt 
any who would even take one's Coat, to give him his 
Cloak alſo For, beſides the Chriſtian Doctrine incul- 
cated by this Precept, it will be found, as the Law 1s 
managed, and the Unce tainty that attends it, even in 
the beſt- grounded Litigations, that ſuch a pactfic 
Spirit may be deemed the only Way to preſerve the 


reſt of one's Garments, and to prevent being ſtripped 
to the Skin, 
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* 'Tis faid that Sir John Tr—, Maſter of the Rollt, 
eauſcd this Sign to be taken down, on the Clamour jt occa- 
ficned among the Lawyers. 


Moreover, 
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Moreover, what wiſe Man would ruſh upon a Pro- 
ceeding, where the principal Men of the Profeſſion 
(though the Oath they take, if Serjeants, obliges them 
not to ſign a ſham Plea, nor plead in a Cauſe againſt 
their own Opinion) nor not aſhamed, under the ſpe- 
cious, but ſcandalous Notion of doing the beſt they 
can for their Client, to undertake, / for the Sake of a 
paltry Fee; to whiten over the blackeſt Cauſe, and to 
defeat the juſteſt? Where your Property may depend 
altogether upon the Impudence of an eloquent Pleader 
aſſerting any Thing, and a perjured Evidence ſwearing 
whatever will do for his Suborner's Purpoſe ? Where 
the Tricks and Miſtakes of Practiſers, and Want of 
trifling Forms, may nonſuit you? Where Deaths of 


Perſons, made Parties to the Suit, may cauſe all to be- 


in again? What wiſe Man, I ſay, would ſubject him“ 
elf to theſe Vexations and common Incidents in'the 
Law, if he could any-way avoid it; together with the 
intolerable Expences and Attendances conſequent on a 
Law-ſuit ? Befides the Fears, the Cares, the Anxieties 
that revolve with every Term, and engroſs all a Man's 
Thoughts? Where legal Proofs muſt be given to the 
plaineſt Facts; that a living Man is living, and iden- 
tically himſelf; and that a dead Man 1s dead, and 
buried by Certificate; where Evidence muſt be 
brought, at a great Expence, to Hands and Seals affix- 
ed to Deeds and Receipts, that never were before 
queſtioned ; till a Cauſe ſhall be ſplit into ſeveral un- 
der-ones ; theſe tried Term by Term, and Years e- 
lapſe before the main Point comes to be argued, tho? 
originally there was but one ſingle Point, as you ap- 
prehend, in the Queſtion. As to the Law Part only, 
Obſerve the Proceſs: Firſt comes the Declaration ; 
2dly, a Plea; 3dly, Demurrer to the Plea; 4thly, a 
Joinder in Demurrer ; 5thly, a Rejoinder; 6thly, a 
Sur-rejoinder; which ſometimes is concluſive, ſome- 
times to begin all over again. Then may ſucceed 
Trials upon the Law Part, and Trials upon the E- 
quity Part; oftentimes new Trials, or Re-hearings; 

and theſe followed by Writs of Error. | > 
Then you may be plunged into the bottomleſs Gulph 
of Chancery, where you begin with Bills and Anſwers, 
E 3 containing 
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containing hundreds of Sheets at exorbitant Prices, 
fiſteen Lines in a Sheet, and fix Words in a Line, 
(and a Stamp to every Sheet) barefacedly ſo contrived 
to pick your Pocket: Then follow all the Train of 
Examinations, Interrogatories, Exceptions, Bills a- 
mended, References = Scandal and Impertinence, 
new Allegations, new Interrogatories, . new Excep- 
tions, on Pretence of | inſufficient Anſwers, Replies, 
Rejoinders, and Sur- nejoinders; till at laſt, when you 
ha ve danced through this bleſſed Round of Preparation, 
the Hearing before the Maſter of the Rolls comes next; 
Appeals follow from his Honour to the Chancellor; then 
from the Chancellor to the Houſe of Lords; and ſome. 
ti mes the Parties are ſent down from thence for a new 
Trial in the Courts below.——Good Heavens! What 
wiſe Man, permit me to repeat, would enter kimſelf 
inte this gon ſonnding Circle of the Law? 

4 hope, dear Sir, you will think of this Matter moſt 
deliberately, before you proceed in your preſent angry 
Purpoſe: ; and if you ſhall Jadge it proper to take my 
Advice, and avoid a Law - ſuit, I am ſure you will have 
. to thank me. for it, and for the Zeal where - 
with lam 


Der fincere Friend and Seruaut. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


| Hdmonitiou 10 4 young Lady, concerning beeping Com- 
u 0 pt Age 52 of bad Char ater, 
Dear Miſc, WS | 
Should be deficient, in my Duty, if I did not let 
you know, that the Neighbourhood begins to talk 
pretty free of you and Mr. Lory. You have been ſeen 
with bim at the Play, and, after that, at the R—— 
Tavern; a (Houſe of no good Repute, I aſſure you; 
where you have ſtaid with him till near twelve o'Clock 
at Night: You have likewiſe been with him at Fpont's 
/ n Hampfiead, at Vaur- hall, Cuper's Gardens, Mary-le- 
on, & c. 


19 — 


Iam 
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I am ſorry for theſe Things, becauſe he has none of 
the beſt of Characters; having, as | am well informed, 
already ruined two, if not three worthy Tradefmen's 
Daughters ; and it is but too probable, that he has no 
honourable Deſign upon you: For, whatever he may 
promiſe you, I am credibly affured, that he is actually 
engaged with Miſs Knapper, whom you know very 
N well. Indeed it is ſaid he has 200 4. per Annum; but 
1 if it be ſo, he is very much involved in the World; 

. and, at the Rate he lives, had he three Times that Ef- 
= tate, would never be out of Debt; for he is down- 
5 right extravagant, a Man of no Conduct, a perfect 
Rattle, whoſe Words are not to be relied on in any 
Reſpect; and makes a common Boaſt of the Favours 
he has received from our Sex, whoſe faulty Fondneſs is 
the conſtant Subject of his Ridicule, 

For all theſe Reaſons, I beg of you, dear Miſs, 
To avoid his Company; Tor though I am confident you 
will preſerveryoor Virtue, yet, my Dear, think what 
you will, you = receive _— ang {Our 
eputation. - excuſe t LIderty, 
which no — ba Toeul For your Credit — 
Welfare has occaſioned. And believe me to be 


Your Fatthfid Friend. 


— — —— — 
| 41, © FT. ! 8 
From a Gentleman to affurs his Friend of bis Sincerity 

E 2 
SIR, 


AM far from relenting the Diſingenaity- of thoſe,  -_ 
1 who would inſinuate to me, that I had' forfeited 
your much defired Friendſhip. Notwithſtanding the 
many uneaſy Hours I ſuffered upon that Account, I 
can eaſily forgive them; ſince they becaſioned the 
kind and obliging Letter which you lately wrote me. 
You aſſure me, that I have not forfeited your O- 
—— and I return you a thouſand Thanks for the 

leaſure you give me, No one can honour you with u 

4 warmer 


__— 
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warmer and more ſincere Eſteem than myſelf; and as 
I know none whoſe Virtues merit a higher Value, I 
ſhould be unjuſt, if I did not feel the molt ſenſible ] 
in this Aſſurance, that I am till happy in the Place 
which you have ſo long allowed me in your Friend- 
ſhip. I ſhall preſerve it with as entire a Satisfaction, 
as if I could never loſe it; and at the ſame Time with 
as much Circumſpection, as if I was every Moment in 
Danger of that Misfortune: I ſhall have all the Plea- 
jure of thoſe that are in Poſſeſſion of Happineſs, and 
all the Ardor of thoſe that are in Purſuit of it. This 


Conduct, I hope, will contribute to the Increaſe of 
that Affection with which you honour, 


5 4. 
; | Yours, &c. 


— — 


LET TE R XXXVI. 


A Caution againſt a ſudden Intimacy or Friendſbip 
without previons Trial, 7248 


C 2 Tack, 


I E preſent Criſis will not admit of my bein 
ſo elaborate on the Subject, which is the Cauſe 
of theſe Lines. I hear that Mr. Douglas and you have 
| lately contracted ſuch an Intimacy, that you are hardly 
ever aſunder; and, as I know his Morals are not the 
©: beſt, nor his Circumſtances the moſt happy, I fear he 
W will, if he has not already done it, let you ſee, that 
he better knows what he does in ſeeking your Ac- 
quaintance, than you do in cultivating his. 
I am far from defiring to abridge you in any necel- 


14 ſary or innocent Liberty, or to preſcribe too much to 
428 * . * — 
ot your Choice of a Friend : Nor am I againſt your being 
5 complaiſant to Strangers; for this Gentleman's Ac- 


quaintance is not yet a Month old with you ; but you 
muſt not think every Man, whoſe Converſation is a- 
greeable, fit to be immediately treated as a Friend: 
Of al} Sorts, haſtily contracted Friendſhips promiſe the 
leaſt Duration or Satisfaction; as they commonly 3 

e rom 


— Af * "oo 
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from Deſign on one Side, and Weakneſs on the other: 
True Friendſhip mult be the Effect of long and mutual 
Eſteem and Knowledge: It ought to have for its Ce- 
ment, an Equality of Years, a Similitude of Manners, 
and, pretty much, a Parity in Circumſtance and De- 
gree. But, generally ſpeaking, an Opening to a 
Stranger carries with it ſtrong Marks of Indiſcretion, 
and not ſeldom ends in Repentance. 


For theſe Reaſons, I ſhould be glad you would be 
upon your Guard, and proceed cautiouſly: in this 
new Alliance, Mr. Douglas has Vivacity and Humour 
enough to pleaſe any Man of a light Turn; but, were 
T to give my Judgment of him, I ſhould pronounce» 
him fitter for the Tea-table than the Cabinet. - He is 
ſmart, but very ſuperficial ; and treats all ſerious Sub- 
jets with a Contempt too natural to bad Minds; and 
I know more young Men than one, of whoſe good O- 
pinion he has taken Advantage, and has made them 


wiſer, though at their own Expence, than he found 


them. 


The Caution I here give you, is the pure Effect of 
my Experience in Life, ſome Knowledge of your new 
Aſſociate, and my Affection for you. The, Uſe you make 


of it will determine, whether you merit this Concern 
from | | 


Your affectionate Kinſman. 


= * 


0 


LETT EN ů KNEVIE 
On keeping a Secret. 
S IR, 

HERE can be no greater Teft of Sincerity in 
1 Friendſhip, than an 1nviolable Retention of Se- 
erets. Confidents in general are like crazy Fire-locks, 
which are no ſooner charged and cocked, than the 
Spring gives way, and the Report immediatcly follows, 
Happy to have been thought worthy the Confidence 
of one Friend, they are impatient to manifeſt their 
Importance to another ; till between them and their 
Friend, and their Friend's Friend, the whole Matter 
is preſently known to all our Friends round the IFrekin, 


E. 5 The 
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The Seoret catches, as it were, by Contact, and, like 
electrical Matter, breaks forth from every Link in the 
Chain, almoſt at the ſame Inſtant. Thus the whole 
Exchange may be thrown into a Buz To- morrow, by 
what was whiſpered in the Middle of Marlborough 
Downs this Morning; and in a Week's Time the 
Streets may ring with the Intrigue of a Woman of 
Faſhion, bellowed out from the foul Mouths of the 
Hawkers, though at preſent it is known to no Crea- 
ture living but her Gallant and her Waiting-maid, 

As the Talent of Secrecy is of ſo great Importance 
to Society, and the neceſſary Commerce between In- 


dividuals cannot be ſecurely:carried on without it, that 


thisdeplorable Weakneſs ſhould be ſo general, is much 
to be lamented. You may as well pour Water into 
a Funnel, or a Sieve, and expect it to be retained 
there, as commit your Concerns to ſo ſlippery a Com- 
ms It is remarkable, that in thoſe Men who 

ve thus loſt the Faculty of Retention, the Defire of 


being communicative is always moſt prevalent where 


it is Jeaſt to: be juſtified, If they are intruſted with a 


_ Matter-of no great Moment, Affairs of more Conſe- 


quence will perhaps in a few Hours ſhuffle it entirely 
out of their Theughts: But if any thing be delivered 
to them with an Air of Earneſtneſs, a low Voice, and 
the Geſlure of a Man in Terror for the Conſequence 
of its being known; if the Door is bolted, and every 
Precaution Taken to prevent a Surprize ; however they 
may promiſe Becrecy, and however they may intend it, 
the Weight upon their Minds will be ſo extremely op- 
prove, that it will certainly put their Tongues in 

Otion. 

This Breach of Truſt, ſo univerſal amongſt us, is per- 
haps in great Meaſure owing to our Education. The 
firſt Leſſon our little Maſters and Miſſes fre taught, is 
to become Blabs and Tell-Tales; they are bribed to 
divulge the petty Intrigues of the Family below Stairs 
to Paypa and Mamma 1n the Parlour, and a Doll or a 
Hobby -horſe is generally the Encouragement of a Pro- 
penſity, which could ſcarcely be atoned for by a whip» 
ping. As ſoon as Children can liſp out the little In- 
telligence they have picked up in the Hall or the 

| Kitchen, 
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Kitchen, they are admired for their Wit: Tf the Butler | 


has been caught kiſſing the Houſe-keeper in his Pan- 
try, or the Footman detected in romping with the 
Chambermaid, away flies little Tommy or Beth with 


the News; the Parents are loſt in Admration of the . 


pretty Rogue's r and reward ſuch un · 
common Ingenuity with a Kis and a Sugar-plumb. 

Nor does an Inelination to Secrecy meet with leſs 
Encouragement at School. The Governantes at the 
Boarding-ſchool teach 'Miſs'tobe-a good Girl, and tell 
them every Thing ſhe knows: Thus, if any young Lady 
is unfortunately diſcovered cating a green Apple in a 
Corner, if ſhe is heard to pronounce a naughty Word, 
or is caught picking the Letters out of another Miſs's 
Sampler, away runs the Chit, who is fo DAPPY as to 
get the Start of the reſt, ſereams out her Information 
as ſhe goes, and the prudent Matren chucks her under 
the Chin, and tells her that ſhe is a good Girl, and e- 
very Body will love her. 

The Management of our young Gentlemen is equal - 
ly abſurd : In moſt of our Schools, if a Lad is diſcover- 
ed in a Scrape, the Impeachment of an Accomplice, as 
at the Old Bailey, is made the Condition of à Pardon. 
I remember a Boy, engaged in robbing an Orchard, 


who was -unfortunately taken Prifoner in an Apple- 
tree, and conducted under a ſtrong Guard of the Far- 


mer and his Dairy-maid to the Mafter*'s Houſe: Upon 
his abſolute Refuſal to diſcover his Affociates, the Pe- 
dagogue undertook to laſh him out of his Fidelity; 
but finding it impoſſible to ſcourge the Seeret out of 
him, he at laſt gave him up for an obſtinate Villain, 
and ſent him to his Father, who told himhe was ruined, 
and was going to diſmherit him for not betraying his 
School-feHows. T muſt own, 1am net ſond of chus 
drubbiog our "Youth into "Freachety,” and am much 
more pleaſed-with the Requeſt of Dh When he went 
to Trey, who begged of thoſe who were to have the 


Charge of Felemachus, that they would above all Things 


teach him to be 
Secret. 


Every Man's Experience muſt have furniſhed him 
with Inſtances of Confidents who are not to be relied 
E 6 


juſt, ſincere, Faithful, and to Reep a 


on, 
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on, and Friends who are not to be truſted ; but few 
perhaps have thought it a Character ſo well worth 
their Attention, as' to have marked out the different 
Degrees into which it may be divided, and the different 
Methods by which Secrets are communicated. 

Ned Trufly is a Tell-tale of a very ſingular Kind. 


Having ſome Senſe of his Duty, he heſitates a little at 


the Breach of it. If he engages never to utter a Syl. 
lable, he moſt punctually performs his Promiſe ; but 
then he has the Knack of inſinuating by a Nod and a 
Shrug well-timed, or a ſeaſonable Leer, as much as 
others can convey in expreſs Terms. It is difficult, in 
ſhort, to determine, whether he is more to be admired 
for his Reſolution in not mentioning, or his Ingenuity 
in diſcloſing a Secret. He is alſo excellent at a goub;- 


ful Phraſe, as Hamlet calls it, or an ambiguons Giving- 


out, and his Converſation conſiſts chiefly of ſuch bro- 
ken Innuendos, 


As, well, I know—or, I could — an if I would 
Or, if T lift to ſpeak—or, there be, and if there might, 
&c. Rs 


Here he generally ſtops, and leaves it to his Hearers to 
draw proper Inferences from theſe piece- meal Premiſes, 


With due Encouragement however he may be prevail - 
ed on to ſlip the Padlock from his Lips, and imme- 


diately overwhelms 2 with a Torrent of ſecret Hiſ- 
tory, which ruſhes forth with more Violence for hav- 


ing been ſo long confined, 


Poor Meanwell, though he never fails to tranſgreſs, 


is rather to be pitied than condemned. To truſt him 


with a Secret, 1s to ſpoil his Appetite, to break his 
Reſt, and to deprive him for a Time of every earthly 
Enjoyment. Like a Man who travels with his whole 
Fortune in his Pocket, he 1s territied if you approach 
him, and immediately ſuſpects that you come with 2 
felonious Intent to rob him of his Charge, If he ven- 
tures abroad, it is to walk in ſame unfrequented Place, 
where he is leaſt in Danger of an Attack. At home, 
he ſhuts himſelf up from his Family, paces it to and 
fro in his Chamber, and has no Relief but from mut- 
tering over to himſelf, what he longs to publiſh to the 
| | World; 
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World; and would gladly ſubmit to the Office of 
Town Cryer, for the Liberty of proclaiming it in the 
Market-place. At length however, weary of his Bur- 
then, and reſolved to bear it no longer, he conſigns it 
to the Cuſtody of the firſt Friend he meets, and returns 
to his Wife with a cheerful Aſpect, and wonderfully 
altered for the better. OS | 
Careleſs is perhaps equally * „ though not 
equally excuſable. Iutruſt him with an Affair of the 
utmoſt Importance, on the Concealment of which your 
Fortune and Happineſs depend: He hears you with a 


Kind of Half- attention; whiſtles a Favourite Air, and 


accompanies it with the Drumming of his Fingers up- 
on the Table. As ſoon as your Narration is ended, or 
erhaps in the Middle of it, he aſks your Opinion of 
his Sword-knot, damns his Taylor for having dreſſed 
him in a Snuff-coloured Coat inſtead of a Pompadour, 
and leaves you in haſte to attend an Auction; where, 
as if he meant to diſpoſe of his Intelligence to the beſt 
Bidder, he divulges it with a Voice as loud as the 
Auctioneer's; and when you tax him with having 
layed you falſe, he is heartily ſorry for it, but never 
— that it was to be a Secret. 5 
To theſe I might add the Character of the Open and 
Unreſerved, who thinks it a Breach of Friendſhip to 
conceal any Thing from his Intimates ; and the Im- 


pertinent, who having by Dint of Obſervation made 


himſelf Maſter of your Secret, imagines he may law. 


fully publiſh the Knowledge it has coſt him ſo much 


Labour to obtain, and conſiders that Privilege as the 


Reward due to his Induſtry. But I ſhall leave theſe, 


with many other CharaQers, which my Reader's own 
Experience may ſuggeſt to him, and conclude with pre- 
ſcribing, as a ſhort Remedy for this Vice That no 
Man may betray the Counſel of his Friend, let every 
Man keep his own. | 


J am, &c. 
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on, and Friends who are not to be truſted ; but few 
perhaps have thought it a Character ſo well worth 
their Attention, as to have marked out the different 
Degrees into which it may be divided, and the different 
Methods by which Secrets are communicated. 

Ned Trufty is a Tell-tale of a very ſingular Kind, 


Having ſome Senſe of his Duty, he heſitates a little at 


the Breach of it. If he engages never to utter a Syl. 
lable, he moſt punctually performs his Promiſe ; but 
then he has the Knack of inſinuating by a Nod and a 
Shrug well-timed, or a ſeaſonable Leer, as much' as 
others can convey in expreſs Terms. It is difficult, in 
ſhort, to determine, whether he is more to be admired 
for his Reſolution in not mentioning, or his Ingenuity 
in diſcloſing a Secret. He is alſo excellent at a 4h. 

ul Phraſe, as Hamlet calls it, or an ambiguous Giving» 
out, and his Converſation conſiſts chiefly of ſuch bro- 
ken Innuendos, 


As, well, I know—or, I could—an if I would 
Or, if I lift to ſpeat— or, there be, and if there might, 
&c. | x f | 


Here he generally ſtops, and leaves it to his Hearers to 
draw proper Inferences from theſe piece- meal Premiſes. 


With due Encouragement however he may be prevail- 
ed on to lip the Padlock from his Lips, 2 


imme - 
distely overwhelms you with a Torrent of ſecret Hiſ- 
tory, which ruſhes forth with more Violence for hav- 


ing been ſo long confined, 


Poor Meanwell, though he never fails to tranſpreſs, 


is rather to be pitied than condemned. To truſt him 


with a Secret, is to ſpoil his Appetite, to break his 
Reſt, and to deprive him for a Time of every earthly 
Enjoyment. Like a Man who travels with his whole 
Fortune in his Pocket, he is territied if you approach 
him, and immediately ſuſpects that you come with 2 
felonious Intent to rob him of his Charge, If heven- 
tures abroad, it is to walk in ſame unfrequented Place, 
where he is leaſt in Danger of an Attack. At home, 
he ſtuts himſelf up from his Family, paces it to and 
fro in his Chamber, and has no Relief but from mut- 
tering over to himſelf, what he longs to publiſh to the 
| | World; 
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World; and would gladly ſubmit to the Office of 
Town Cryer, for the [ iberty of proclaiming it in the 
Market-place. At length however, weary of his Bur. 
then, and reſolved to bear it no longer, he configns it 
to the Cuſtody of the firſt Friend he meets, and returns 
to his Wife with a cheerful Aſpect, and wonderfully 
altered for the better. We 

Careleſs is perhaps equally —_—_— though not 
equally excuſable. Iutruſt ham with an Affair of the 
utmoſt Importance, on the Concealment of which your 
Fortune and Happineſs depend: He hears you with a 


Kind of Half- attention; whiſtles a Favourite Air, and 


accompanies it with the Drumming of his Fingers up- 
on the Table. As ſoon as your Narration is ended, or 
erhaps in the Middle of it, he aſks your Opinion of 
his Sword-knot, damns his Taylor for having dreſſed 
him in a Snuff-coloured Coat inſtead of a Pompadour, 
and leaves you in haſte to attend an Auction; where, 
as if he meant to diſpoſe of his Intelligence to the beſt 
Bidder, he divulges it with a Voice as loud as the 
Auctioneer's; . when you tax him with having 
layed you falſe, he is heartily ſorry for it, but never 
— 5 that it was to be a Secret. 5 
To theſe I might add the Character of the Open and 
Unreſerved, who thinks it a Breach of Friendſhip to 
conceal any Thing from his Intimates ; and the Im- 


pertinent, who having by Dint of Obſervation made 


himſelf Maſter of your Secret, imagines he may law. 
fully publiſh the Knowledge it has coſt him ſo much 
Labour to obtain, and conſiders that Privilege as the 


Reward due to his Induſtry. But I ſhall leave theſe, 


with many other Characters, which my Reader's own 
Experience may ſuggeſt to him, and conclude with pre- 
ſcribing, as a ſhort Remedy for this Vice——That no 
Man may betray the Counſel of his Friend, let every 
Man keep his own, | 


J am, &c. 


FART 
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Frem a Gentleman to his Father, fo inform him of his 
being in Love. 
Honoured Sir, 


UTY and Gratitude enjoin me to requeſt 
| your Advice, in an Aﬀair the moſt impor- 
of D tant in the -whole Series of human Life, 
* Miſs Collin, a Lady who is very intimate 
with Miſs Smith, has made a very deep 

Impreſſion on my Heart: The Sweetneſs of her Beha- 
viour, the Gentleneſs of her Manners, her good Senſe, 
and the Beauties of her Perſon, render her worthy of 
my famtration, and ſuffer me to add, «of my Love, Of 
this, at leaſt, I am fully convinced, and am perſuaded 
that you, Sir, my beſt Friend, will as ſoon as poſſible 
make yourſelf a judge of her Merit; and if your 
Opinion agrees with mine, make the Propoſal to her 
Father. You know 1 have three Months to ſerve, be- 
fore my Apprenticeſhip will be expired; for which 
Reaſon, but chiefly becauſe I have wanted your Ap- 
probation, I have not given the Lady the leaſt Intima- 
tion of my Paſſion, 1 need not, Sir; by any Argu- 
ments endeavour to beſpeak your Candour, your In- 
dulgence, your Affection. I know it all: I reſt my- 


ſelf on that Knowledge, and the Wiſdom of your Con- 
duQ, and am, 


Dear and honoured Sir, 
| Yeur ever-dutiful Son, 
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p. S. Excuſe my not mentioning this without tving 
you the Trouble of a Leiter; for a fooliſh Diffidence 
of myſelf in an Affair on-which my Happineſs depends, 
has made me chuſe to truſt to my Pen, rather than my 
Tongue. a 


— — 


L ETT EN II. 
The Anſwer. 


Dear Son, | 


OUR late Application deſerves the higheſt Com- 
Y mendation ; I will therefore as freely give 
Advice, as you have ingenuouſly requelted it. But 
what will you think, when I tell you, that I have an- 
ticipated whatever you have aſked? About a Month 
ago you took Occahon to mention this very Lady, 
when both your Mother and I were A and though 
you only ſpoke a Word or two in her Praiſe; yet the 
Manner in which thoſe were expreſſed, their being at- 
tended with a Sigh, and followed by a thoughtful Me- 
lancholy, made us both conclude that you were caught. 
I therefore went to her Father's, who gave me a very 
kind Reception, and who, being intimately acquainted 
with Mr. Smith, faid much in your Praiſe, and let me 
know, that he ſhould be very well pleaſed to have you 
for a Son-in-Law ; but it was agreed, that neither you 
nor the Lady ſhould be informed of our Deſigns, till 
on had diſcovered your Paſſion to one of us. You 
* therefore no Reaſon to be diſcouraged: But let 
me adviſe you ſtill to conceal your Thoughts from the 
Lady, and to endeavour to obtain her Eſteem and 
Friendſhip, before you put her upon conſidering yon 
as her Admirer ; for this you will find the molt infalli- 
ble Way to obtain Succeſs. I only wiſh that ſhe may 


make you as happy as your Mother has done me. 1 
am, my dear Son, So | 


Your indulgent and affectionate Fathers , 


LET. 


* 
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From a young Lady' % 4 Gentleman, on whom ſbe had 
fixed her Affections. 


S IR, 

* E high Eſteem I entertain of your Merit em- 
boldens me thus to acquaint you with it. It is 
now a Year and a half ſince I firſt ſaw, and (muſt I ſay) 
loved you, and fo long I have ſtrove to forget you; but 
the frequent Sight of what I could not but admire, 
have made my Endeavours prove vain. I dare not 
ſubſcribe to this Letter, leſt it ſhould fall into Hands 
that may poſſibly expoſe it ; but if you, Sir, have any 
Curiofity or Deſign to know who I am, I ſhall be in 
the Park To-morrow exactly at Two o' Clock. I cannot 
but be under Apprehenſions, leſt you ſhould come 
more out of Curioſity than Compaſſon ; but, however, 
that you may have ſome Notion of me, if you do come, 
I will give you a ſhort Defcription of my Perſon, which 
is tall and flender, my Eyes and Hair dark; perhaps 
you will think me vain, when I tell you that my Per- 
fon altogether is what the flattering World calls tolera- 
ble; and, as to my Fortune, I believe you will have 
no Reaſon to find Fault with it. I doubt you will think 
fuch a Declaration as this from a Woman, ridiculous ; 
but you will conſider, that it is Cuſtom, and not Na- 

ture, that makes it ſo. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


* 
„ 


LE TTEA W. 


On the Gentleman's treating her with Contempt and 
Ridicule. | 


S. EN. 


* this you may be aſſured, that I am not ſo 
blinded by my Eſteem for you, as to be inſenſible 
of your groſs Behaviour. | 


A Paſſion like mine, violent enough to break through 
cuſtomary Decorums, cannot be ſuppoſed to 3 
J c 
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calm at once; but I hope; I ſhall undergo no ſeverer 
Trials or Cenſures, than what I have done, by taking 
this Opportunity of diſcharging the Remains of a Ten- 
derneſs, which I have ſo unfortunately and imprudent- 
ly indulged. I would not complain of your nkind- 
neſs and Want of Generoſity in expoſing my Letter, 
becauſe the Man that is ſo unworthy of a Woman's 
Love, is too inconſiderable for her Reſentment; but [ 
cannot forbear aſking you, what could induce you to 
publiſh my Letter, and fo crvelly to ſport with the Mi- 
iery of a Perſon, whom you know nothing worſe of, 
than that ſhe had entertained too good an Opinion of 

ou ? . | N a 4 12. IR 90 
f For your own Sake, I am loth to ſpeak it, ſuch Con- 
duct cannot be accounted for, but from Cruelty of 
Mind, a Vanity of Temper, and an incurable Defe& 
of Underſtanding ; but whatſoever be the Reaſon, a- 
midſt all m Didprolitmens, [ cannot but think my- 
ſelf happy in not ſubſcribing my Name; for you might 
perhaps have thought my Name a fine Trophy to grace 
your Triumph after the Conqueſt ; and how great my 
Confufion muſt have been, to be expoſed to the Scorn, 
or at leaſt to the Pity, of the World, I may gueſs from 
the Mortifications I now feel, from ſeeing my Decla- 
rations and Profeſſions returned without Succeſs, and 
in being convinced by the raſh Experiment I have 
made, that my Affe ctions have been placed without 
Diſcretion. How ungenerous your Neben hath 
been, I had rather you were told by the Gentlemen, 
(who, I hear, univerſally condemn it) than force. my- 
ſelf to ſay any Thing ſevere ; but although their kind 
Senſe of the Affair muſt yield me ſome Satisfaction un- 
der my preſent Uneaſineſs, yet it furniſhes me with a 
freſh Evidence of my own Weakneſs, in laviſhing my 
Eſteem upon the Perſon that leaſt deſerved it. | 

I hope the Event will give me Reaſon, not only to 
forgive, but to thank you for this ill Uſage. That 
Face, which I have fo often viewed with a miſtaken 
Admiration, I believe, I ſhall be able to look on with 
an abſolute Indifference; and Time, I am ſenſible, 
will abundantly convince me, that your Features are 
all the poor Amends which Nature hath made you for 


your 
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your. Want of Underſtanding, and teach me to confi. 
der them only as a decent Cover for the Emptineſs and 
Deformity within. To cut off all Hopes of your Diſ- 
r e Jam, if you do not yet know, I baveta- 
ken Care to convey this by. a different Hand from the 
former Letter, for which I am obliged to a Friend, on 
whole Goodneſs.and Fidelity I can rde And it 
is my laſt Requeſt, that you would make this Letter as 
public as you have done the former; if you do not, 
there are other Copies ready to be diſperſed,; for tho 
I utterly deſpair of ever ſhewing it to yourſelf, yet 1 
am very ſure of making it plain to every one elfe, that 
you are a Coxcomb. Adieu. | 
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From a poumg Man in Buſmeſs to a. Gentleman, deſiring 
* SIR. Git Tae 76 105 3 * 71 Ine! . 
A my Intentions are founded on the ſtricteſt Ho- 
* Bor, 4 :hefitate not to acquaint fyou A the Af. 
£400 and Eſteem I haue for your Daughter. I would 
not, Sir, after at any indirect els, that ſhould 
have the leaſt Appearance of Inconſiſtency with ber 
Duty to you, and my honburable Views to her; chooſ- 
ing, by your Influence, if I may approve myſelf to 
ou worthy of that Honour, to commehd myſelf 0 
Approbation. You are not inſenſible, Sir, by the 


— th. 


— 


1 


Oretlit I have hitherto preſerved in the World, of my 


Ability, by God's Bleſſing, to make her happy; and 
this che rather emboldens me to requeſt the Favour of 
an Evening's Converſation with you, at your firſt Con. 
venience, when I will more fully explain myſelf, as J 
earneſtly hope, to your Satis faction, and take my En- 
couragement, or Diſcouragement, from your own 
Mouth. I am, Sir, in the mean Time, with great 
Reſpect, | „i 

131 | Your 'moſt abedient bumble \Strwant. 


- LET- 
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LETTER VI. 
|  doncife.Deckarationiof Love. . 


MADAM, 7 i ++ 4 « 
9 has at length extorted from me chat which I 1 
have hitherto taken a great deal of Pains to con- 
ceal. I:am ſorry for your Sake that I can diſſemble 
no longer, and that 4 find myſelf reduced to the Ne - 
ceſſity of telling you a Piece of News, which perhaps 
may diſpleaſe y2w; but, in ſhort, I ſhould never for- 
give myſelf af I did not acquaint you with it, and m 
Conſcience will admit of no other Eaſe. It is now ſu 
four Weeks that I have been in Love vou: Nay, van 
may take it as you pleaſe, au may de angry, | chide 
your Maid, or trar your 


Fan; for my Part, I hure ] 
eaſed my Conſcience, that is enough tor me. Von f 
mult know it had entered into my Head, that awthing | 
could be more unjuſt, than to ſee a Perſon fo:ﬀammbleas - 
yourſel, - without loving her.  Love:is:the Tribute due 
to Beauty, and he that ſees Beauty without Love, de- 
frauds the Fair ane of her Revenues for my Pant; 1 
could not ſleep uchilſt my Conſcience: was. loaded quirk 
ſo great a Crime; but now I find unfpeakable Relief 
in declaring myſelf your Lover, and, with the pro- 


Your Slave at Command. | 
594 — — Bed 
LET T EM We, 

To the ſame Purport with the Former, 


MADAM, 


| is this Liberty be deemed criminal, the Cauſe is ra- 
1 ther imputable to your fair ſelf, than your devoted 
Servant, I confeſs, it was in my Power to have forborn 
writing, but J am ſatisfied I could never have ſeen you, 
but the Language of my Looks would have diſcloſed 
the Secret; and to what Purpoſe is it to pretend to 
conceal a Flame that will diſcover itſelf by its own 


Light ? 
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Light? In my Opinion, there is more Confeſſion in 
difordered Actions, frequent Sighs, or a complaining 
Countenance, that; in all the artful Expreſſions the 
Tongue can utter. I have been ſtruggling with myſelf 
theſe three Months to diſcover a 3 which I now 
muſt do in three Words, and that 1s, that 7 adore you ; 
and I am ſure, if you will be juſt to yourſelf, you can- 
not be ſo unjuſt to me, as to queſtion the Reality of 
this Diſcovery ; for it is impoſſible for you to be igno- 
rant of the Charms you poſſeſs ; no Body can be rich, 
and yet unacquainted with their Stores, And there. 
fore, fince it is certain, you have every Thing won- 
derfully engaging, you muſt not take it ill, that my 
Taſte is as curious as another's ; I ſhould do an Injury 
to my own judgment if it were not. I am not, Ma- 
dam, ſo vain as to believe, that any Thing I can act or 
utter ſhould: ever perſuade you to retain * leaſt kind 
Regard, in Recompence of the Pain J ſuffer; J only 

g Leave and Liberty to complain: They that are 
hurt in Service, are permitted to ſhow their Wounds, 
and the more gallant the .Conqueror, the more gene- 
rous is his Compaſſion. I ventured laſt Night to faul- 
ter out my Misfortune, it was almoſt dark, and I at- 
tempted it with greater Boldneſs; nay, you yourſelf, 
cruel: and charming as you are, muſt needs take No- 
tice of my Diſorder. Your Sentences were ſhort and 
reproving; your Anſwers cold; and your Manner, 
contrary to your uſual and peculiar Sweetneſs, was ſe- 
vere and forbidding ; yet in ſpight of all the Awe and 


chill Aſpect you put on, you mult always appear moſt 
adorable gs 5 by | 


MA pA M, 
Your moſt loft and 


. unfortunate humble Servant. 
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LETTER VIII. 


From a Gentleman to an Acquaintance, on a Very in- 
tereſling Circum/lance. 


SIR, 


F you ever entertained a ſincere, generous, diſin- 
tereſted Friendſhip, the following Relation will 
certainly raiſe in your Breaſt the warmeſt Emotions. 
I had once a Friend ; he was the only Son of a Coun- 
try-Gentleman, who, though he found all the Neigh- 
bourhood fond of him, and heard 8 Body full of | 
his Praiſe, as a Youth of uncommon Underſtanding, | 
of diſtinguiſhed Learning, and a valuable Heart, yet ' 
he never admitted him to the Rank of a Companion, 
never honoured him with a Moment's Converſation ; | 
but iſſued his Commands to him, which were generally 
unreaſonable enough, with the ſame Brow of ſullen 
Severity, the ſame harſh Tone of Voice, in which he 
ſnarled at a Dog that offended him. The Youth's O- 
bedience was perfect, but it was not always that he 
could underſtand the Orders he received: If he miſ- 
took them, a Blow was the Return ; 1f he underſtood. 
as perfectly as he obeyed them, he was to ſuppoſe the 
old Gentleman was ſatisfied by his Silence; for he ne- 
ver was honoured with a higher Mark of Approbation. 
This Behaviour to a Man of three and Twenty, and 
the Heir to a very conſiderable Fortune, was what on- 
ly my worthy Friend could have borne ; but he endur- 
ed it without Reply or Murmuring. Every Body who 
viſited him in the Family ſaw it; and if they loved 
him for mp it, they adored him for not com- 
plaining of it. A neighbouring Man of Fortune, with 
whom he dined one Day, took him into the Garden 
in the Afternoon, and ſpoke his Sentiments on the 
Subject: “ So good a Son, (continued he) JI am con- 
«« vinced, muſt make an excellent Huſband : My 
«© Daughter, if you approve her, is at your Service, 
„and I ſhall think myſelf highly honoured, as well as 
* happy, in the Alliance.“ 
> The 
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The Youth expreſſed his Gratitude and Compliance 
in very endearing Terms: The Father would have 
carried him immediately to the Lock ; but he prudent- 
4 dechned* entering into any Advances towards a 

reaty in whick he could not engage without the 
Compliance of his Father. I am moſt ſenſible, Sir, 
“ (ſaid he) of the Honour and Advantage of this 
«© Match; but ſhall I. in return for ſuch Generoſty 


involve your Daughter in Difficulties, of which, 


6c 8 it may never be in my Power to get the 
«© better?“ The Parent could” not but applaud” Him 
very highly; he took his Leave without ſeeing the 
Lady after this Converſation : He yropoſed the Alli- 
ance to his Father; but though it was, an advantage- 
ous one in Point of Fortune, and what the old Gentle- 
man muſt have liked extremely, if he had thought of 
it himſelf, all the Reply the Son received was the be- 
ing, knocked down at his Feet, for daring to think of 
marrying before he ſpoke of it. All poffible Endea- 
yours were uſed. on the Part of the Lady's Relations to 
bring on the Match, but in vain. The Father, though 
he owned the Fortune greater than he could'expeR, and 
the Lady's Character unexceptionable, would never 
liſten to any Overtures, en the Son had dared te 
think of it without his Advice. 

The Period of my worthy, generous, virtuous 
Friend's Slavery, was continued two Years after this, 
with additional Rigour: He had, ſoon after the ab- 
ſolute Refuſal of the firſt Offer, met with a Lady of 

reat Merit, and of conſiderable Expectations, in the 

ands of a Father of much more Humanity than his 
own: He loved her; he raiſed a mutual Paſſion in her 
Breaſt; he ohtained her Promiſe of marrying him ; 
but he never dared to open his Lips on the Subject, ei- 
ther to his own Father, or to her's. 


Four Months ſince he married her, and immediately 
afterwards brought her to Town. He applied to her 


Father for bis Pardon; and intreated ſome ſmall Por- 
tion of her future Fortune might be ſettled upon her: 
The Anſwer was, that ſhe ſhould not have married 
without his Conſent; but that, as the Families wete 


acquainted, and his ExpeQations were equal to what 
| | LIE) 
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his Daughter might expect, he ſhould overlook, the. 
Diſobedience; 75 as it was over and 1rrecoverable,, 
would ſettle. on her in Proportion. to whatever his Fa- 
ther would do fer him. The Huſband, with great Joys, 
wrate naw ta His Father. He. received for Anſwer,, 
that he had difnherited him, and would. never look: 
on him again. A thouſand Intreaties could make na 
Change in his, Reſolution ;. and the Father of the Lady, 
thinking himſelf ſufficiently excaſed. to the World by. 
the Offer he had made, refuſed ta da any Thing: for. 
them under any ather Conditions. 8 


— I 


The Event. has been dreadful « Yet L ſcarce. Know, 
how to blame my unhappy Friend, even for. the greats. 
eſt of all Crimes. He vilited his Father a fem Weeks. 
ſince: What paſted between them, that guilty Wretch 
can only tell. The Youth was found in the Mornin 
dead in his Bed, with a Piſtol by his Pillow; and his 
diſtracted Widow is following him. I have no Mo- 
tive for writing this, But that it ĩs true: Say you what 
you think ought to be faid of ſuck} Condutt, and ſuch 


Conſequences of it, 
LE TT. BR M. | 115 
From, a Lover to a. Lady bla diſapproves * his * 
Addreſſes. id $2260 
MADAM, | : 


F my ſanguine Wiſhes, and maſt ardent Deſire far 
your Welfare, could have any Effect, your Hap- 
pineſs mult be conſummate. To have my Thoughts. 
eyer fixed gn you, to live in conſtant Fear of every Ac. 
cident to which human Life is liable, and to ſeud up | 
my hourly Prayers to, avert them from you; I ſay,. 
Madam, thus to think, and thus to ſuffer, is. what I 
do for her who is in Pain at, my Approach, and calls. 
all my tender Sorrow Impertinence. You are now be- 
fore my Eyes ; my Eyes that are ready to flow with 
Tenderneſs, but cannot give Relief to my puſhing 


Heart, 
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| aright you would find an agreeable Change in dif. 
- miſſing 
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Heart, that dictates what I am now ſaying, and yearns 
to tell you all its Achings. How art thou, Oh my 
Soul, ſtolen from thyſelf! How is all thy Atten- 
tion broken ! My Books are blank Paper, and my 
Friends Intruders! I have no Hope of Quiet but from 
our Pity. To grant it, would make more for four 
"iumph ; to give Pain is the Tyranny, to make hap. 
y the true Empire of Beauty. If you would conſider 


the Attandance of a Slave, to receive the Com- 

plaiſance of a Companion. I bear the former in Hopes 
of the latter Condition. As I live in Chains without 
murmuring at the Power which inflicts them, ſo I 
could enjoy Freedom without forgetting the Mercy 
that gave it. Madam, I am 


Your moſt devoted, 
Moft obedient Servant. 


LK w— * 


LETTER . 


From a Gentleman deſiring an Aunt's Interpoſition in 
his Favour. 


MADAM, 


Long have conceived the moſt ardent Affection for 

your Niece ; and have frequently reſolved to com- 
municate my Sentiments, But juſt as I have been a- 
bout to ſpeak, my Fears have vanquiſhed my Hopes, 
and I have been obliged to ſuſpend my Purpoſe. 
I have thrown out ſeveral Hints, that I thought 
would have led the Way to a fuller diſcloſing of the 
Secret that is too big for my Breaſt ; and yet, when I 
am near her, it is too important for Utterance. Will 
you be ſo good, Madam, to break Way for me, if I 
am not wholly diſapproved of by you; and prepare her 
dear Mind for a L el that 1 muſt . and 
yet know not how to begin? My Fortune and Expec- 
tations make me hope, that I mey not on thoſe Ac- 
counts be deemed unworthy : And could 1, by half a 


Line from your Hand, hope that the:e is no other Bar, 
3 | | ] ſhould 


Þ 
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* I ſhould be enabled to build on ſo deſirable a Founda- 
ny tion, and to let your Niece know, how much my 
n Happineſs depends upon her Favour. Excuſe, dear 
by Madam, I beſeech you, this Trouble, and this pre- 
N ſumptuous Requeſt, from _— 
p- Th Tour obliged and obedient Servant. 

er 

i. — — 
5 LB T'T ER XL, 

: | The Aunt's Reply. 

y S I R, "fr 


H E Manner of your Application has greatly en- 
aged me in your Intereſt. My Niece is a Per- 
ſon of Prudence, and all ker Friends are fo thoroughly 
convinced of it, that her Choice will have the Weight 
it deſerves with us all: So I cannot ſay, what will be 
the Event of your Declaration to her. Yet, ſo far as I 
may take upon myſelf to do, I will not deny your Re- 
queſt ; but on her Return to me To-morrow will break 
the Ice, as you deſire, not doubting your Honour, and 
the Sincerity of your Profeſſions; and I ſhall tell her 
moreover, what I think of the Advances you make, I 
believe ſhe has had the Prudence to keep her Heart en- 
twgly diſengaged, becauſe ſhe would otherwiſe have 
told me: And ſhe is not ſo mean-ſpirited, as to be able 
to return Tyranny and Inſult for true Value, when ſhe 
iy, property convinced of it. Whoever has the Happi- 
neſs (permit me, though her Relation, to call it fo) 
to meet with her Favour, will find this her Character; 
and that it is not owing to the fond Partiality of, Sir, 
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Tour Friend and Servant, 


LYDIA BENNET. 
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LETTER XII. 
A bumorous Declgration of 2 Love. 
MADAM, 


N y ſerve to inform you, that you have 


added 5 your Conquelts another Captive; for 
you. Madam, elther find or make ke Subjects wherever 
you go. Ie 5 is 1mpoſlible to ſee you, without ſurren- 
dering one's Heart to you.;. and he that hears you talk, 
and can ſtill preſerye his Liberty, may, for ought [ 
know, revive the Miracle of the three Children in 
Daniel, and call for a camblet Cloak to keep hi yay 


11 50 ers; T7 55 true 
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95 es of a Cord üer. My Comfort is, that all 
wake, ſooner | or afer, muſt" —— ouf Chain: » for 
y; y, 


ave B auty 1 to eng e Sx niceſt Heart, 


vgh you to W it to ſet 1 56, - And yau have ſo 


5 ful a Share of the lalk, that were you wholly de- 


Ta I. 


Ritute of the former, as T have alrea dy foynd, to my 


Coſt, you haye 'but too 1 much, you, 9.0 not fail of 


charming the . Inſenſſ ble. For my own Party 


dale ay An, A Imre, or, if you pleaſe, an Adorer 


of our uty ;: a Slave, a.meer.d wnrioht 
flea wal, S ee Yale if 7 
is John my Jo delicious than the pition of any 
oth 
Abu, my charming Sovereign, I here profeſs my- 
ſelf your devoted Vaſſal and Subject. I promiſe you 
_ uty and Allegiance : It is neither in my Power 
Will to depaſe,you ; and I am ſure it is not in 
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your Nature to affect arbitrary Sway. Though, if you 


do, Madam, God knows, I am a true Church-of- 


England-man ; I ſhall never rebel „ 42 you in Act 


or Thought, but only have Recourſe to Prayers and 
Tears, and ſtill ſtick to my, paſſive Obedience. Per- 


haps, Madam, you will tell me, I have talked than 
than 
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chan comes to my Share zebut, 9 2 Naſſume 
the Liberty of a — — and, 

tection, think myſelf | 
hom I languiſh for yau, I dare ſwear, my charming 


under that Pro- 
afe, But, alas, did you know 


Sylvia ! you would beftow ſome wor bs e 
AMYNTAS, 


an. hs. Rs. |. — — 
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LET THY „1 
Prom a rational Lover to bis Mi; 


Dear Madam; $2094; 
| Say long moſt earneſtly deſired to ibform' you 
that I entertain. for you a moſt ſincere Efteem, TI 
can no longer ſtruggle with a Secret that has given me 
ſo much Torture to keep, and yet hitherto more, when 
T have endeavoured to reveal it. I never n a 
Hope to ſee you without Rapture; but when I. hay 
that Pleaſure, inſtead of being animated as Longktz 
am utterly con founded. What can this, be qwing to, 
but a Difffdence in myſelf, and an exalted Opinion of 
your Worthineſs ?* And is not this one Rong, Token 
of ardent Love? Vet if it be, how various is the tor- 
menting Paſſion in its Operations ? Since ſome it in- 
ſpires with Courage, while. others it deprives.of. all 
neceſſary Confidence. I can only aſſure you, Madam, 
that the Heart af Man never conceived a ſtronger or 
ſincerer Paſſion than mine far you. If my Revereneę 
for you is my Crime, I am ſure it has been my ſaft= 
cient Puniſhment; I need not ſay my Deſigns and 
Motives are honourable. Who dare approach 79 ach 
virtuous Excellence with a Suppoſition, that ſack, | 
Afurance is neceffary-? What my Fortune is, is. Wwe 
known; and I am ready to ſtand the Teſt of the fri 
eſt Inquiry. Condeſcend, Madam, to embolden my 
reſpecriol Paſßon, by one favorable Eine; that if 
what I here profeſs, and hope further to haye an Op 
portunity to aſſure you of, be found tothe utiqueſtion- 
ably Truth, then my humble Addrefs will not be quite 
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unacceptable to you; and thus you will forever oblige, i 
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dear Madam, | 
8 Your affetionate Admirer, 
ns And devoted Servant, 


—— 


M 
The Lady's ſenſible Reply, 

n | 

ODEST Y and Diffidence are no leſs laudable 


in your Sex, than in ours. For my own Part, 


J muſt think it the moſt amiable Quality either Man or 


Woman can poſſeſs. Nor can there be, in my Opi- 
nion, a true Reſpect, where there is not a Diffidence 
of one's own Merit, and an high Opinion of the Per- 
ſon's we eſteem. f 
To ſay more, on this Occaſion, would little become 
me: To ſay leſs, Would look as if I knew not how to 
pay that Regard to modeſt Merit, which modeſt Merit 
only deſerves. 1 

You, Sir, beſt know your own Heart; and if you 
are ſincere and generous, you will receive, as you 
ought, this Frankneſs from | Os 


Your humble Servant, 


— 


LETTER Ku. 


A Lady's Reply to a Gentleman, who profeſſas Averfin 
lc the tedious Forms of Courtſhip, | 


4 


Have no leſs Averſion to the modern Forms of 
Courtſhip, than yourſelf; and retain as high a 
e 


neration for plain and upright Dealing; but me- 


thinks common Decency ſhould always be preſerved. 
There is ſomething fo peculiarand whimſical in your 


Manner of Expreſſion, that I am abſolutely at a Loſs 


to determine whether you are really ſerious, or only 
write for your own Amuſement. When you explain 
yourſel 
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youtſelf in more intelligible Terms, I ſhall be better 
able to form a Judgment of your Paſſion, and more ca- 
pable of returning you a proper Anſwer. What Influ- 
ence your future Addreſſes may have over me I cannot 
ſay; but to be free with you, your firſt Attempt has 
made no Impreſſion on the Heart of ß 

hs MIRA. 


9 


LETTER XVI. 
On the Gentleman's mor explicitly averring his Paſſion. 


SIR, 


8 we are neither of us. fond of protractiag Love 
Affain, permit me to inform you, in direct 
erms, that the Diſpoſal of my Perſon 1s not altoge- 
ther in my own Power; and that notwithſtanding my 
Father and Mother are both deceaſed, yet I tranſact no 
ſingle Aﬀair, of any Moment, without conſulting Sir 
Orlando Wiſeman of Lin-oln's Jun, who is my Counſel 
L all Occaſions; and is a Gentleman, as 1 conceive, 
of the ſtricteſt Honour and Honeſty, and one on whoſe 
Judgment I can ſafely rely, I'll be fo fair and juſt 
to you, as freely to acknowledge, that I have no Ob- 
jection to your Perſon : If therefore you think proper 
to wait on him with your Propoſals, and I find that 
he approves them, I ſhall a& without any mental Re- 
ſervation, and be ery apt to encourage a Paſſion, that 
] imagine to be both honourable and fincere. I am, Sir, 


your bumble Servant. 


_ 
IF* —ñ— 


LETTER XVII. 


From a young Lady to her Father, expaſtulating againſl - 
a Match propoſed. . 


Y Senſe of Duty has long taught me, that your 
Injun&tions ſhould with me have the Force of a 
Law. Beſides, I ſhould be very ungrateful, ſhould I 
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fume, in any Point whatever, conſidering your 
numberleſs Acts of ,parental Indulgence toward 
ane, to conteſt your Will and Pleaſure. Though the 
Conſequence thereof ſhould prove never ſo fatal, 
I am determined to be all Obedienre, in Caſe what 
J have to offer in my own Defence ſhould have 
no Influehee over you, or be thought an inſufficient 
Plea for my Averſion to a Match, which, unhap- 
pily for me, you ſeem to approve of. Tis very pof. 
ble, Sir, the Gentleman you recommended to m 
Choice, may be poſſeſſed of all that Subſtance, and il 
thoſe good Qualities, that bias you ſo — in his 
Favour; but be not ng , dear Sir, when I remind 
you, that there is a vaſt 2 in our Years, 
A Lady, of more Experience, and of k more advanced 
Age, would, in my humble Opinion, be a much fitter 
Help-mitte for him. To be ingenuous, (permit me, good 
Sir, to ſpeak the Sentiments of my Heart without Re. 
ſerve for once) a Man, almoſt in his grand Climac. 
tet je, can never be an agreeable Companion for me; 
nor can the natural Gaiety of my Temper, which hay 
Altherto been indulged by yourſelf in Innocent 
Amuſement, be over-aprecable to him. ough his 
Fondneſs at firſt may conmve at the little Freedoms I 
hall Ve apt to take; yet as foon as the Edge of his 
Appetite ſhall be abated, he'll grow jealous, and for 
ever torment me without a Cauſe. I ſhall be debarred 
of every Diverſion ſuitable to my Years, though never 
fo harmtefs and ittoffenſive; permitted to fee no Com- 
= Hurrted down perhaps to fome melaticholy rural 
eceſs; and there, like my Lady Grace in the Play, 
fit penſive and alone, under a green Tree. 'Your lon 
experienced Goodneſs, and that tender Regard, whic 
you have always expreſſed for my Eaſe and Satisfac- 
tion, encourage me thus freely to expoſtulate with you 
en an Aﬀatr of fo great Importance, If, however, af 
ter all, you ſhall judge the Inequality of our Age an 
inſufficieut Plea in my Favour, and that want of Aﬀec- 
tion for a Huſband is but a Trifle, where there is a large 
Fortune, and a Coach and Six to throw into the Scale; 
if, in hort, you ſhall lay your peremptory Commands 
upon me, to refipn up all my real Happioets and Peace 
| 0 
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of Mind for the Vanity of Hving in Pomp Ind Gran- 
deur, Jam ready to ſubmit to-your ſuperior Judgment. 
Give me Leave, however, to obſerve, that tis impoſ- 


fible for mie ever to love the Man into Whoſe Arms I 


am to be thrown; and that my Compliance with ſo de- 
teſted a Propoſition, is Wire more than the Reſult 
of the, mott inviolable Duty to a Father, who never 
mide the leaſt Attempt before to thwart the Inclina- 
tions of, 185 . 
His ever obedient Daughter. 


dt. 


LETTER XVIII. 
From a young Lady to a Gentleman, wheſe Addreſſes 


| ſhe was compelled by her Parents to receive, 
$1R, | 8 a 

Oribur and Honefty conſtrain me to affure you, 

a that tho“ the Day of dur Marriage is appointed, 
Tam incapadle of loving you. You may have obſerved, 
in the long Converſation we have had at tboſe Liincs 
that We were left to t6gether, that fome Secret hung 

vpon my Mihd. I was obliged to an ambiguous Br 
Haviour, and durſt not reveal myſelf further, becauſe 
my Mother, from a Cloſet near the Place Where we ſat, 
could both hear and fee our Converſation. I have ſtrict 
Commands from both my Parents to receive you, and 
am undtone for ever, except you will be. ſo kind and 
5 as to refuſe me. Conſider, Sir, the Miſery of 
eſtowing yourſelf — one who can have ho Profpe& 
of Happineſs but from your Death. This is a Confeſ- 
fion made perhaps with an offenſive Sincerity ; but that 
Conduct is much to be preferred to a ſecret Diſlike, 
which could not but pall all the Sweets of Life, by im- 
may on you a Companion that doats on and languiſhes 
or another, I will not yo ſo far as. to ſuy my Paſſion 
for the Gentleman, whofe Wife I atn by Promiſe; would 
tead me to any Thing criminal againſt your Honour. 
I know it is dreadful enough to a Man of your Senſe to 
expect nothing but forced Civilities in Return for 
tender Endearments, and cold Eſteem for undeſerved 


F 4 | Love. 
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Love. If you will on this Occaſion let reaſon take 
Place of Paſſion, I doubt not but Fate has in Store for 
you ſome worthier Object of your Affection, in Re. 
compence of your Goodneſs to the only Woman that 
could be inſenſible of your Merit. I am, Sir, 


your moſt humble Serwant, 
M. H. 


* 


LETTER XIx. 


Frem a facetious young Lady to her Aunt, ridiculing 
her ſerious Lover, 


Dear Aunt, 


HOUGH I acknowledge your Kindneſs in re. 
commending Mr. Formality to me for a Huſband; 
I muſt be ſo free to tell you, he is a Man no Ways ſvit- 
ed to my Inclination, I deſpiſe, 'tis true, the idle 
Rants of Romance; but I am 1nclinable to think there 
may be an Extreme on the other Side of the Queſtion, 
The firſt 'Time the honeſt Man came to ſee me, in 
the Way you was pleaſed to put into his Head, was one 
Sunray after Sermon Time. He began with telling 
me, what I found at my Fingers Ends, that it was very 
cold; and politely blowed upon his. I immediately 
perceived that his Paſſion for me could not keep him 
warm; and in Complaiſance to your Recommenda- 
tion, conducted him to the Fire-Side. After he had 
Pretty well rubbed Heat into his Hands, he ſtood up 
with his Back to the Fire, and, with his Hands be- 
\ hind him, held up his Coat, that he might be warm 
all over; and looking about him, aſked, with the 
Tranquility of a Man a Twelvemonth married, and 
juſt come off a Journey, how all Friends did in the 
Country? I ſaid, I hoped very'well; but would be 
glad to warm my Fingers. Cry Mercy, Madam 
And then he ſhufled a little further from the Fire; and 
after two or three Hems, and a long Pauſe——— _ 
J bave heard, ſaid he, a moſt excellent Sermon jult 
now: Dr. Themas is a fine Man uuly: Did you By 
e 
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hear him, Madam? No, Sir, I generally go to my own 
Pariſk-church. That's right, Madam, to be fure: 
What was your Subject To-day ? The Phariſee and the 
Publican, Sir. A very good one truly : Dr. Thomas 
would have made fine Work upon that Subject. His 
Text To-day, was Evil Communications corrupt good 
Manners. A good Subject, Sir, I doubt not but the 
Doctor made a fine Diſcourſe upon it. O, ay, Madam, 
he can't make a bad one upon any Subject. I rung for 
the Tea-kettle; for, thought I, we ſhall have all the 
Heads of the Sermon immediately. 2 
At Tea he gave me an Account of all the religious 
Societies, unaſked; and how many Boys they h put 
out Prentices, and Girls they had taught to knit, and 
ſing Pſalms. To all which I gave a Nod of Approba- 
tion, and was juſt able to ſay, (for I began to be moſt 
horribly in the Vapours) it was a very excellent Cha- 1 
rity, O. ay, Madam, ſaid he again, (for that's his 
Word I fi 00 a very excellent one truly; it is ſnatch - 
ing ſo many Brands out of the Fire. You are a 
Contributor, Sir, I doubt not. O, ay, Madam, to be 
ſure, every good Man would contribute to ſuch a wor- 
thy Charity, to be ſure. No doubt, Sir, a Bleſſing 
attends upon all who promote ſo worthy a Deſign. O. 
ay, Madam, no Doubt, as you ſay: I am ſure I have 
found it; bleſſed be God! And then he twanged his 
Noſe, and lifted up his Eyes, as if in an Ejaculation. 
O, my good Aunt, what a Man is here for a Huſ. 
band! At laſt came the happy Moment of his takin 
Leave; for I would not ak 2 to ſtay Supper : And, 
moreover, he talked of going to a Lecture at St. He- 
len's. And then (though F had no Opportunity of 
ſaying little more than Yes, and No, all the Time; 
* for he took the Vapours he had put me into for De- 
votion, or Gravity; at leaſt, I believe ſo! e preſſed 
my Hand, looked frightfully kind, and gave me 
to underſtand, as a Mark of his Favour, that if, upon 
further Converſation, and Enquiry into my Character, 
he ſhould happen to like me as well as he did from my 
Behaviour and Perſon, why, truly, I need not fear in 
Time, being bleſſed with him for my Huſband! 
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This, my good Aunt, may be a mighty ſafe W 
of U Sued the Land of Malimosy 2 
Far as I know, but I cannot help wiſhing for a little 
2 Entertainment on our Journey. I am willing to 

lieve Mr. F ormality an honeſt Man; but am, at the 
ſame Time, afraid his religious Turn of Temper, how. 
ever in itſelf commendable, would better ſuit with a 
Woman who centers all Deſert in & ſolemn Appearance, 
than with dear Aunt, | 


Your prealy obliged Kinfooman, 


rr JR „„ li. A. ee te tr hoe. at. i. Io 


LETTER tx. 
The Aunt's Reply, reproving her Indicrous Diſpoſition, 

Confin Polly, 8 
2 4 OUR Averſion to Mr. Formality gives me much 
A 


Concern. He is a ferious, ſober, good Man: 
nd ſurely When Serionfoeſs and Sobriety make a ne- 
ceſſary Part of the Duty of a good Hoſband, a good 
Father, and a good Maſter of 2 Family, thoſe Cha- 
racters ſhould not be the Subject of Ridicule, in Per- 
ſons of bur Sex eſpecially, who would reap the greateſt 
Advantages from them. But he talks of the Weather 
When he firft ſees you, it feems3 and would yon have 
Rad him directiy fall upon the Subject of Love the 
Moment he beheld you ? | 

He viſited you juſt after the Sermon on a Sunday; 
and was it ſo unftitable for him to let you ſee, that the 
Bak of the Day had made proper Impreffions upon 

im! S . 
His Turn for Fan the teligious Societies, 
Which you ſpeak fo flightly of, deſerves more Regard 
from every good Perſon ; for that ſame Turn is a Kind 
of Security to a Woman, that he who had a benevo- 
lent and religious Heart, could not make a bad Man, 
or a bad Huſband. To put out poor Boys to *Prentice, 
io teach Girls to fing Pfalms, would be with very few 

a Subject for Ridicule ; for he that was ſo willing to 
. provide 


r 80524 


and which, 1 1 
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provide for the Children of others, would take gill 


greater Care of his own. I 
" He gave you to underſtand, that if he liked your 
Character on Enquiry, as well as your Perſon and Be- 
haviour, he ſh6uld think himſelf very happy in ſuch a 
Wife, for that, I dare ſay, was more like his Lan- 
guage, than Whit you püt in his Month : And, Tet me 
tell you, it would have been a much ſtranger Speech, 
had ſo cautious and ſerious Ne without a 
thorough Knowledge bf your Charatter, that at the 
firſt Sight he was over Head aud Ears in Love with 
* 5 J $6 ii\nl & 7 "vn vo > bY 
R I think, allowing for the ridiculous Turn your airy 
Wit gives to this his firſt Viſit, that, by your,own Ac- 
count, he acted like a prudent, Terious, and worth 
Man, as he is, and like one who thought flaſhy Com- 
pliments betzeath him, in ſo ſerious an AMair as this 
I think, Couſin 55 this is not only A mighty ſafe 
Way, as you call it, 1 travelling towards the Land of 
Matrimony, but to the Land © n/a" with Re- 
this, A 


ſpect as well to the next World as And it 15 
be hoped, that the better Entertaiment you ſo mu 
wiſh for on your Journey, may not lead you o MUC 
out of your Way, and divert your Mind from the | ri - 
Epal View which you ought to have at Fobir Jourbes » 
nd. , „ | 4 a 
in mort, 1 could rather have 9 tl you cod 
bring your Mind nearer to his Standard, than that he 
ſhould bring down his to your Level. And you would 
have found more Satisfaction in it than you imagine, 
could you have brought 786er to a little more of 
that ſolemn Appearance, which you treat To lightly, 
ink, in him is much more than meer 


Appearance. 2 | | 
Upon the Whole, Couſin Polly, T am forry, that a 
Woman of Virtue and Morals, as you are, ſhould treat 
fo Judicroully a ſerious and pious Frame of Mind, in an 
Age wherein good Examples are fo rare, and ſo much 
wanted ; though, at the ſame Time, I am far from of- 
fering to preſcribe to you in ſo arduous an Affair as a 
Huſband; and wiſh you and Mr. Formality too, ſince 
you are ſo differently pos, matched more ſuuable 

6 
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to each other's Mind, than you are likely to be to. 
gether : For I am 
| 4 . Your truly aſfectionate Aunt, 


. KT TN . 


Humorous Love Letters from an eminent Wit, to — 
MADAM, 


F I han't begun thrice to write, and as often 
thrown away my Pen, may I never take it up 
again; my Head and my Heart have been at Cuffs 
about you theſe two long Hours. ——Says my Head, 
You're a Coxcomb for troubling your Noddle with a 
Lady, whoſe Beauty is as much above your Pretenſi- 
ons, as your Merit is below her Love. Then anſwers 
my Heart, good Mr, Head, you're a Blockhead; 1 
know Mr. F 's Merit better than you; as for 
your Part, I know you to be as whimſical as the De- 
vil, and changing with every new Notion that offers: 
But for my Share, I am fixt, and can ſtick to my Opi- 
nion of a Lady's Merit for ever; and if the Fair ſhe 
can ſecure an Intereſt in me, Monſieur Head you may 
7 whiſtle. Come, come, (anſwered my Head, you, 
r. Heart, are always leading this Gentleman into 
ſome Inconvenience or other; was it not you that firſt 
enticed him to talk to this Lady ? Your damn'd con- 
founded Warmth made him like this Lady, and your 
buſy Impertinence has made him write to her, and 
your Leaping and Skipping diſturbs his Sleep by 
Night, and his good Humour by Day : In ſhort, Sir, 
T will hear no more on't: I am Head, and will be 
obeyed. —— You lie, Sir, replyed my Heart, (being 
-very angry) I am Head in Matters of Love, and if 
ou don't give your Conſent, you ſhall be forced; for 
am ſure, that in this Caſe all the Members will 
be on my Side. What ſay you, Gentlemen Hands ? 
Oh! (ſay the Hands) we could not forego the tick- 
ling Pleaſure of touching a delicious white ſoft Skin 
for the World. Well, what ſay you, Mr. Tongue ? 


Zounds, ſays the Linguiſt, there is more Extacy in 
{peaking three ſoft Words of Mr. Heart's ſuggeſting, 


inan the whole Oratiuns of Seignior Head”s ; fo 1 = 
Os or 
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e Lady; and here's my honeſt Neighbour Zips 
Ein duct 4 - By the ſweet Power of Kiſſes that . 
will, (reply'd the Lips) and preſently ſome other wor- 
thy Members ſtanding up for the Heart, they laid vio- 
tent Hands (#emine contradicente) upon poor Head, 
and knock'd out his Brains. So now, Madam, behold 
me as perfect a Lover as any in Chriſtendom, my 
Heart purely dictating every Word I fay ; the little 
Rebel throws-itſelf into your Power, and if you don't 
ſupport it in the Cauſe it has taken up for your 
Sake, think. what will be the Condition of the Head- 
leſs and Heartleſs. 


_ 


as 
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LETTER 22 


From the Same to 


Friday Night, 11 Cloct. 

F you find no more Reft from your Thoughts in Bed 

than I do, I could wiſh you, Madam, to be alway 
there, for there I am molt in Love. I went to the 
Play this Evening, the Muſic rais'd my Soul to ſuch a 
Pitch of Paſſion, that I was almoſt mad with Melan- 
choly. I flew thence to Spring Garden, where with 
envious Eyes I ſaw every Man pick up his Mate, 
whilſt I alone walked like ſolitary Adam before the 
Creation of his Eve ; but the Place was no Paradiſe 
to me; nothing I found entertaining but the Night- 
ingale, which ——_—_ in ſweeet Notes, like your 
own, pronounced the Name of my dear Penelope. 
As the Fool thinketh, the Bell clinketh. From hence 
I retired to the Tavern, where methought the ſhining 
Glaſs repreſented your fair Perſon, and the ſparkling 
Wine within it, looked like your lively Wit and Spirit: 
I met my dear Miſtreſs in every Thing, and I propoſe 
preſently to ſee her in a lively Dream, ſince the laſt 
Thing I do is to kiſs her dear dear Letter; claſp her 
charming Idea in my Arms, and ſo fall faſt aſleep. 


My Morning Songs, my Evening Prayers, 
My daily Maſings, nightly Cares, Adieu. 


LETTER 
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3 From the Sante * 

TE RE am I drinking, Madam, at the Sign of 
| the Globe; and it ſhall go hard but I make the 
Voyage of old Fir Francis Drake by To-morrow Morn- 
ing: We have a freſh Gale, and a round Sea; for 
here 1s very good Company and excellent Wine: 
From the Orb in the Sign, I will ftep to che Globe 
of the Moon, thence make the Tour of all the Pla- 
nets, and fix in the Conſtellation of Venus. You 
fee, Madam, I am elevated already. Here's a Gen- 
tleman though, who ſwears be ſoves his Miſtreſs bet- 
ter than I do mine; but if I don't make him ſo drunk 
that he ſhall difgorge his Opinion, may 1 never drink 
your Health again ; the generous Wine ſcorns to lie 
upon à Traitor's Stomach, 'tis Poiſon to him that 
profanes Society by being a Rogue in his Cups, I 
wiſh, dear Madam, with all my Heart, that you ſaw 
me in my preſent Circumſtances, you would certain- 
ly fall in love with me, for I am not myſelf ; Iam 
now the pleaſanteſt fooliſh Fellow that ever gained a 
Lady's Heart, and a Glaſs or two more will fill me 
with ſuch Variety, of Impertinence, that I cannot fail 
to paſs for agreeable. You, Drawer, bring me a 
Plate of Ice——Ha! How the Wine whizzes upon my 
Heart; Cupid is forging his Love-Darts in my Bel- 
ly=—lce, you Dog, Ice—The Son of a Whore has 
brought me Anchovies: Well! This is a vexatious 
World. I wiſh I were fairly out of it, and happy in 
Heaven, I mean your dear Arms; which is the con- 
'Rant Prayer of» your humble Servant, drunk or ſober. 


1 defign Mo-morrow in the Afterridon to beg your 
Pardon for all the ill Manners of my Debauch ; and 
make myſelf as great as an Emperor, by inviting 

your Ladyſhip to the Entertainment of Diocleſan. 
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From the Same o — . 

HY Hhould 1 write to my deafeſt Penelope, 
when I only trouble her with reading what the 
won't believe? I have told my Paſſion, ny Eyes 
have ſpoke it, my Tongue pronounced it, and my. Pen 
declared it: I have ſighed it, and ſubſcribed it: Now 
my Heart is full of you; my Head raves of you, and 
my Hand writes to you, but all in vain. If you think 
me a Diſſembler, uſe me generouſly like a Villain, 
and diſcard me for ever; but if you be ſo juſt to Dy 
Paſſion, as to believe it ſincere, tell me fo, and make 
me happy; *ris but Juftite, Madam, to do one or 
t'other. | | 

Your Indiſpoſition laſt Night, when I teft you, put 
me into ſuch Diforder, that not finding a Coach, I 
miſſed my Way, and never minded whither I wander- 
ed, till I found myſelf cloſe by Tyburjs, When Uli 
Love guides, who can forbear going aftray ? Invade. 
of laughing at myſelf, 1 fell to pitying pdor Mr. 
F , who, whilſt he roved Abroad aniong your 
whole Sex, waz never out of his Way ; ahd now, 
by a ſingle ſhe, was led to the Gallows. From 
the Thoughts of hanging, I naturally entered up- 
on thoſe of Matrimony : I confdered how many 
Gentlemen have taken a handſome Swing, to avoid 
ſome inward Diſquiets ; then Why mould Tes hazard 
the Nodfe to eaſe me of my Torments ? en 1 con- 
fidered, whether I ſhould fend for the Ordinary of 
Newgate, or the Parſon of St. Ann's; but cont: 
ing myſelf better prepared for dying in a fair Lady's 
Arms than on a three-legged Tree, I was the moſt in- 
clinable to the Pajith Prieſt: Beſides, if I died in a 
fair Lady's Arms, I ſhould be Tare of Chriſtiah Bü- 
rial at leaſt, and ſhould have the moſt beautiful Tomb 
in the Univerſe. You may imagine, Madam, that 
theſe Thoughts of Mortality were very melancholy ; 
but who could avoid the Thoughts of Death when 
you were fick ? And if your Health be not dearer to 


me than my own, may the next News I hear be your 
Death, 
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Death, which would be as great a Hell, as your Liſe 
and Welfare .is a Heaven to the moſt amorous of his 
_— I 


Pray let me know in a Line, whether you are better or 
worſe, whether I am honeſt or a Knave, and whe. 
ther I ſhall live or die. 


— 


LETTER XXV. 


From the Same to . 


Can no more let a Day paſs without ſeeing or writ- 
ing to my dear Penelope, than I can ſlip a Minute 
without thinking of her. I know nobody can lay a 
juſter Claim to the Account of my Hours, than fre, 
who has ſo indiſputable a Title to my Service; and I 
can no more keep the Diſcovery of my Faults from 
you, than from my own Conſcience, becauſe you com- 
poſe ſo great a Part of my Devotion. Let me there- 
fore confeſs to my deareſt Angel, how laſt Night! 
ſauntered to the Fountain, where ſome Friends waited 
for me; and one of *'em was a Parſon, who preaches 
cover any Thing but his Glaſs : Had not his Compa- 
ny and Sunday Night ſanctify'd the Debauch, I ſhould 
be very fit for Repentance this Morning ; the ſearch- 
ing Wine has ſprung the Rbeumatiſm in my right 
Hand, my Head aches, my Stomach pukes, I dreamed 
all this Morning of Fire, and waked in a Flame : To 
complete my Miſery, I muſt let you know all this, 
and make you angry with me. I deſign tho? this Af- 
ternoon to repair to St. Aun's Prayers, to beg Abſolu- 
tion of my Creator and my Miſtreſs; if doth prove 
merciful, I'll put on the Reſolution of amending my 
Life, to fit me for the Joys of Heaven and you. 


LETTER 


LET TER-WRIT EX. w_ 


LETTER XXIV.” 


* 


or PE ONS IORY On Matrimony, 


| r JMAG E TW 
3 MAD AM, 7 8 eee * gerne 
{ I N the courſe, of our Epiſtolary Correſpondence, we 
| now proceed to the Subject of Matrimony : The 
| inconſiderate Part of Mankind think Matrimony ca- 
leſtial or infernal, as ay ſee married Perſons happy or 
miſerable : But a very little RefleQion would convinee 
them of their Miſtake'; It is Men or Women who ane 
| heavenly minded, or diabolical. The Inſtitution in 
itſelf is of vaſt Importance: Chriſtianity: cannot ſtand 
without it; nor can the common Liberty and Ri 
of Mankind ſubſiſt without ſome Contract, which ſhall 
de equally binding to both Sexes :. Yet if Avarice, or 
Ambition, even unguided by Prudence, or a 
other Paſſion, are the Cauſe of Engagements wh 
are not conſiſtent, we muſt not lay it to the Charge of 
the Inſtitution, But here alſo the Laws of Gon, and 
of the Land, have provided for our Security ; no 
more is required than in all other Caſes, a pions Ref 
nation to our Condition, . whilſt we make up for 
Deficiency of one Pleaſure, by another; I mean ſo to 
cultivate Reaſon, as to raiſe our Senſes of Duty, in 
Proportion as our Affections flag. inn 
And which do you think is moſt eaſily reformed, a 
vicious Man by a virtuous Woman, or the contra- 
ry ? By Vice, I mean every Defe& of Mind, or Cor- 
ruption of Heart: Women are generally moſt diſpoſed 
to Piety; and when kindly treated, give the ſtrongeſt 
Proof of native Ingenuouſneſs; whence [conclude; t 
nowithſtanding Man's boaſted Pre-eminence, your De- 
fects are moſt eaſily corrected: The very . Superiority 
which we claim, renders us impatient of Controul. 
Hence you may diſcover the indulgent Care of Pra- 
vidence ; for even the Subjection of which Women 
inconſiderately complain, is generally conducive to their 
Happineſs. Your Felicity ariſes chiefly from your 
Subjection; and it is no Paradox to ſay the ſame of 


your 


2 . n 
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your Power. As the Climbing of a ſandy Way to 
ie the Feet of the Aged, ſo'is'a ee Words to 
a quiet Man, — But if there be Kindneſs, Meekneß, 1 
« and Comfort in her Tongue, then 1s not her Huſ. 
„ band like other Men!“ Tunis conveys the ſtrongeſt 

Senſe of a Man's — whoſe W as tender 
Affections, good Senſe, and a virtuo ind. She 
Who — Io Trial with Sincerity, may eaſily 664 
the Meaning of the Words, and the weighty Inſtruc- 
tions contained in them: But in dur Days Men ſet out 
upon Principles which will by no Means bear an Exa. 
mination: It is preſumed, that very little or no Vir - 
tue ib to be found, therefore Proviſion for thoſe Ples- 
ſures Which Money cun pufchfaſe is the firſt Objed. 
Dither we are not taught that we oe to Gb and bur 
Nerwghbotr ; religious und domeſtic Duties ure beg 
Hected z Vt Our Parents, nüſtakeing external Parade for 

Happineſd, ſéek after che gfenteſt Fortunes, de the 
— — them Whiit they may: They teach us 
The very Which the Stcateſt Part of Mankind 
Teafh, in Spite öf all the Cue which the Wiſe and 
Wiret6us take th prevent it. acta an 
Iz the mean White, the Laws of Gob and Native 
We Th varitble, und we can never beat Vat un artificial 
Happinefs, whoſe Pleaſures compenſate for the Ne. 
T& 6f Nature, chbeugh the Taſte may becote ſo de. 
raved, as hatfly to Teave aby Veſtages in the Mit, 
of the Leſſon which Nature thaches, I have trad thk- 
vy Beaintifel Pafſages bn tHis Subject; in every Writer 
Eminence one finds ſome, With Regard to Men 4s 
Well as Women. I recbllett drie-more which ſeems to 
He of great Force, becauſe it is very natural: Where 
de id Hedge is, there the Poſſeſſion is ſpoiled ; and he 
ee thathath no Wife, will wander up and down mourn- 
ing.“ It often happens that the unmarried are un- 
marge, they khow not why: Whilſt the chpricioas in 
T afte, inconſlant in Temper, or vicious by Ificlination, 
are reformed by Wedlock. And as we may with great 
Ptropriety fay, breſſea is ſhe who converteth a Sinner to 
= abr I think we may add, curſed is he whoſe 
Careleſſtieſs or Folly induces his Wife to go aftray.  _ 
Whatever 
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Whatever our State or Condition may be; how keen 
ſoever our Purſuſt of pence; how infinitely diver- 
ſified our Opinions on which our Felicity ſo much de- 

ends; and how contradictory ſoever our Practice may 

eto ſuch Opinions, ſo long as we have Senſes to diſtin- 
guiſh Light from Darkneſs, or Bitter frofn Sweet; ſo 
long as wechave ia Ray of Reaſon td ditiuguiſn Truth 
from Falſhood, Jay from Anguiſh and Perturbatſoh, 
we muſt come back to our Text. 


That to Be pood is to be hap ; | 

Angels are Basie, than Mb, becauſe 5 
They are better. Guilt is the Scurce of Sorrow . 
Tie be Fiend, t uwvehging Fiend, _ . 
That follows us behind with Whips and SeoutYes, 

The Bleſt know none of this, but reſt. —— 

In everlaſting Peacę of Mind, and ſind 

The Height Mull their - Heaven is neſs. 


You fee, Madam, 1 learn my [Morality froth Poets 
as well as Divines, and have my Ears open to Inſtruc- 
tion in a Play-houſe as well as in a Church: Hut as we 
cannot ay > ſo good, we muſt be content f- fe 
not quite 16 happy a8 2 — Let us keepin Vid y 
the glorious Reward of Virtue, nor luker dor En 
ment of a Tmall Portion of Felicity, if à lange dite 
is not our Lot, to diſhearten us in the Purſut. The 
Time will very ſhortly eome, When the ſeeming Ins- 
quality amongſt Mankind will be ſettled. Farewell, 

yy Ian, '&e, - © 

- —.bü . —  — — — 

LET Tt R XXVII. 4 

From Lord Rocheſter fo Mrs, — 

HITS is the firſt Service my Hand has dohe 1d, 

3 fince my being a Cripple, and I would not en- 

ploy it in a Lie fo ſoon: Therefore, pray believe nt 

ſincere, when I affare you, that you are very dear to 

me; and, as long as I live, T will be kind to yon. 

P.S. This is # my Hand would write, my 

Heart thinks a great deal more. In 
LOVE. 


— LEY 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
To the Same. 


MADAM, | | 
40 OT HIN G can ever be fo dear to me as you 
ate; and I am ſo convinced of this, that I dare 
undertake to love you whilſt I live, Believe all I ſay, 
for that is the kindeſt Thing imaginable z and when 
you can deviſe any Way that may make me appear (0 
to you, inſtrut me in it, for I need a better Under. 


landing than my own, to ſhew my Love, without 
Wrong to it, 


—_— —_—_—  Y 


LETTER XXIX, 
| From a Lady to her Friend newly married, 
J dear Harriot, 


[3 


I F.cho fame ele t but whet a Change has Wed- 
n 


1 lock wrought !' To be married, I find, is to be 
uried alive; I can't conceive it more diſmal to be 
ſhut up in a Vault to converſe with the Shades of my 
Anceſtors, than to be. carried down to an old Manor- 
Houſe in the Country, and confined to the Converſa- 
tion of a ſober Huſband and an aukward Chamber- 
maid. For Variety, I ſuppoſe you may entertain your- 
ſelf with Madam in the Grogram Gown, the Spouſe 
of your Pariſh "Vicar, who has by this Time, Tam 
ſure, well furniſhed you with Receipts for making 
Salves and Poſſets, diſtilling Cordial Waters, making 
Syrups, and applying Poultices. 

Bleſſed Solitude! I wiſh thee Joy, my Dear, of thy 
loved Retirement, which indeed you would | meu me 
is very agreeable, and different enough from what [ 
have here deſcribed : But, Child, I am afraid thy Brains 
are a little diſordered with Romances and Novels. 
After fix Months Marriage to hear thee talk of Love, 
and paint the Country Scenes ſo ſoftly, is a little ex- 
travagant ; one would think you lived the * — 
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gylvan Deities, or moved among the Walks of Para- 
diſe, like the firſt happy Pair. But pr'ithee leave theſe 
Whimſies, and come to Town, in order to live and 
talk like other Mortals. However, as I am extremely 
intereſted-in your Reputation, I would willingly give 
you a little good Advice at your firſt Appearance un- 
der the Character of a married Woman: Tis a little 
inſolent in me, perhaps, to adviſe a Matron ; but I am 
ſo afraid you'll make ſo filly a Figure as a fond Wife, 
that I cannot help warning you not to appear in any 
public Place with your Huſband, and never. to ſaunter 
about St. James's Park together. If you preſume to 
enter the Ring at Hyde Park together, you are ruined 
for ever; nor muſt you take the leaſt Notice of one 
another at the Play-houſe, or Opera, unleſs you would 
be laughed at as a very loving Couple, molt happily 
paired in the Yoke of Wedlock. I would recommend 
the Example of an Acquaintance of ours to your Imi- 
tation ; ſhe is the moſt negligent and faſhionable Wife 
in the World; ſhe is hardly ever ſeen in the ſame Place 
with her Huſband, and if they happen to meet, you 
would think them perfect Strangers, ' She never was 
heard to name him in his Abſence, and takes Care he 
ſhall not be the Subject of any Diſcourſe that ſhe has a 
Share in. I hope you'll propoſe this Lady as a Pattern, 
though I am very much 1 be ſo ſilly to 
think Porcia, Sabine, c. Roman Wives, much brighter 
Examples. I wiſh it may never come into your Head 
to imitate thoſe antiquated Creatures ſo far, as to come 
into Public in the Habit as well as Air of a Roman Matron. 
You make already the Entertainment at Mrs. Modiſ&'s 
Tea-Table ; the ſays, ſhe always thought you a diſcreet 
Perſon, and qualified to manage a Family with admi- 
rable Prudence. She dies to {ee what demure and ſe- 
rious Airs Wedlock has given to you; bur ſhe ſays, ſhe 
ſhall never forgive your Choice of fo gallant a Man as 
Bellmour, to transform him to a mere ſober Huſband 
'twas unpardonable: You ſee, my Dear, we all enyy 
your Happineſs, and no Perſon more than re 
Yeur humble Servant, 
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LETTER XXX. 
We + - © Ba 


F AM determined-to act up to my Character. As ſon 
your wild Raillery on Matrimevy,. tis alk: Hypo- 
eriſy'; you. and: all the hendſome young. Women of 
your, Acquaintance, ſhew, themſelves to no other Pur- 
ole, chan to gain a; Conqueſt over ſome, Man af 
ſurth, in order to beſtow your Charme and Fortune 
on him. Fhere's no Indeceney in the Confeſlion, the 
Deſign. is fot honourable, and all-yaur A ffecta- 
tian can't-diſguiſe-iti „ 14:54 
Pam married apdihavei no; other, Concern: but to 
leaſe: the Man L love; he's the End:of every Care 1 
Ve '3- if I dreſs, tis. fox, him 3. if It read: 4 Poem or a 
Blay; tis, to qualify, myſelf for a Con xenſation agrees · 
ble to his Paſte: He's. almaſt the End of my Deva» 
tion.; balf my Prayers are: for kis Happineſs . Ilave 
to. —— 647 ng bean bim. named:butiwith 
Nleaſure and 7 Lam your Friend, aud wilt 
tneſs a oat; am ſorry to; ſee; by :the: Air of 
your Letter, that there are a Satfof Women, uho ate. 
t into the Common- place Raillery of every 'Thing: 
that. is ſaber, decent, and proper. Matrimony and 
the Clergy, are.the Topics of Peaple of little Wat and 
no Underſtanding, I own: to you, I have learned of 
the Vicar's Wife all you tax me i di: Sheiis a diſcreet, 
ingenious, pleaſant, pious, Woman z I wiſh the had 
tbe handling of. yau and Mrs. Maliſhb; you would find; 
if you were too free with her, ſhe; would wake you 
bluſh, as. much as if you had never been five Ladies. 
The. VMicar, Madam, is ſo kind as to viſit my Huſband, 
and his agreeable Converſation: has brougbt him to en- 
joytmany ſaber happy, Houts hen even I. am ſhut out, 
and my dear Huſpand 15-entertained only xith his own. 
Ehoughts. NPheſe Things; dear Madam, will be laſt- 
ing Satisfactions, when the, fine, Ladies, and ithe Cav- 
combs by whom they form themſelves, are irreparahiy 
ridiculous, ridiculous even in old Age. 
1 (] I am, Madam, 
Your moſt humble Sertant, 
RH .. HARRIOT. 
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LETTER XXX 


Toa Relation, on aſting Advice concerning. Marriags 
with a , Lady of great. Baauty, but no Fortune, © 


Dear Couſin, 
HE. Advice, you. Requeſt, is 1 90 of, 90 155 
critical Nature. On the, Ong, and you are, 


ſionat. 7 fond. a pret young. L 3,00 the Q 0 
your ather "ſends, yau. , 'oxd, that c Ky ce 
difinherit you, if YOU RATE, 5 To he Pl an. 1155 
you, 1 do nap Apt 7 ice to 9.2314 95 
5 3 1 op. Joo * 950 0 - AE I 
Preter mil 
—_ Tele EIT ax 70 5 ie fteeg hupd 
Pann a, Year ſpr a ihre, 5 augh ſhe was as, — 
tiful ag an Angel: Now ygu Alx. Auel Raya 
ſelf.to determane, is, aunt. FEA no 
your Incligation you to ach, , by He ut ler ehe. 
ifhculty is not. Jah 9920 oP reſent, but, what, you, 
may be 21 435 to follow. y 
Greatneſs. of. Soul, if be certain. that it. 
would never leave you; 1185 ha liſchief on 14:13, t es. 
is no relying upon it; per $+ it. may take its 
Farewel of you, ere b arg the, Honey 1mo0n is yer, 
In ſhort, a Man ſqpn. grows weary. o playing the He- 
ro; but the Devil is m Him that grows Wear ' of 2 ggod 
Eſtate, You neyer ; yet W. fifteen hundre Found: a 
Year make People, forget, 7 Vows,. though Ha tys, 
* > Are has often ſeen, it, 1 am 5 
tneie Arguments, W ear v Y. ols to you: 
that —. are degried TY he merap Lic. Syte 
Love: Yet; it 1 de Experience wh hich. 7 
have of this wicked World, wi 5 "gh, et 5 re- 
commend theſe Ideas to you, which t owp to be niych, 
more noble and delicate, than tho e that are built up- 
on ſordid Intereſt; It is not my ault, i I * not 165 


lieve that Love is ſufficient to make a 1 a BPy : 1 \ 
$7 


ſhould be, glad to believe it with all my 
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ſelf, perhaps, that you wil 
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why has Love deceived ſo many thouſands of her Vo- 
taries before my Face, for whom he promiſed to pro. 
vice ſo plentifully, that they ſhould want nothing! If 
he deceives us when he has his Arms at Liberty, 1 
have much ſtronger Reaſon to believe he']} do it when 
he's manacled with a Family: You. may flatter, your- 

find a thouſand Charms, 
and all the obſequious ReſpeR, that can be imagined, 
in the Perſon you are going to marry, becauſe ſhe owes 
all to the Man that ſacrificed his Fortune to her. Take 
Care that this be not the very Rock on which your Mar. 
riage ſplits, As the World goes at preſent, a Woman's 
Gtatitude may eaſily fall ſhort of the Obligation ſhe 
Has received, and yet it ought not'to paſs for a Prodi- 
gy. I ſhould be very loth to ' marry a Woman, with 
whom I might have as juſt a Pretence to quarrel, as 
you will haye with yours. In my Opinion, that Man 
15 an unhappy Wretch indeed, who has any Matters 
of Complaint, beſides thoſe which Matrimony na- 
turally furniſhes of itſelf, A Woman, take her in the 
beſt Circumſtanccs you can, has but too 'many Obliga- 
tions to her Huſband, why then ſhould you involve her 
deeper in your Debt? Conſider, that this will make 
her much more your Wife than any other Woman 
could have been; and, conſequently, render you leſs 
happy with her. Beſides, you can't imagine what a 


- cruel Puniſhment it will be to you, that you dare ne- 


ver open your Lips to complain of her, but muſt carry 
on with Honour what you began in a fooliſh Freak. 
Thus you muſt always feem' to'be charmed with her 
Behaviour, even at the very Time that you are angry 
with her in your Soul. For my Part, I make no 
ech to 'own to you, that I would not for all the 
World deprive myſelf of the Liberty of railing a little 
at my Wife, whenever I ſhould have a Fancy that 
Way. Beſtow a little Confideration upon theſe Rea- 
ſons ; but before you wholly determine yourſelf, ab- 
ſain from reading Rdmances,. and Books of that Na- 


ture, which will father ſerve to feed than extinguiſh 


the Flame, Thus, Sir, I have ſent you my Thoughts 
freely upon this Head, without perſecuting you with à 


long Sermon, after the Manner of a choleric FatFer, 
Al . 


, 
*. 
. 
1 
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or an ill-natured Uncle. I am not wiſe or moroſe e 
nough to pretend to ſpeak to you in that Language. 
However, I fancy I have, in a very little Compaſs, 
told you all that needs be-ſaid to you on the Occaſion, 
by People that are more wiſe or moroſe than, 
S I R, 
Your moſt humble, 


and moſt obedient Servant, &c. 


— — — — — — 


LETTER XXXII. 
To the Same. 


Dear Couſin, 


OU write indeed like a very Lover. According to 
the Picture which you have ſent me of your Miſ- 
trels, Venus herſelf would be happy if ſhe reſembled her; 
but what you chiefly admire in her, I mean her Wit, 
is the very Charm of which I ſhould have the greateſt 
Suſpicion, Had ſhe leſs than you repreſent, I could 
ardon your Attachment to her; but having ſo much 
Wit as ſhe has, I am terribly afraid, that ſhe is too 
well acquainted with her own Intereſt, not to ſee. the 
Advantages which ſhe may reap from your Paſſion. 
You'll always be rich, let Things ——_— as they will, 
at leaſt in Compariſon of her, who has nothing ; and 
let me tell you, that is enough to create Love in a ſen- 
ſible Woman: Therefore you ought to ſpare no Paing 
to unravel her real Sentiments, Are you governed by 
her? Does ſhe aſſume an Empire over you? Or does 
ſhe make Uſe of her Power to incline you to marry her, 
and to confirm you in the generaus Reſolution of be- 
ing difinherited ? It is troe, I am a Fool to atk you 
theſe Queſtions, When a Man is in Love like you, he 
may be led any where, and yet kyow nothing of the 
Matter, But cannot you ſhut the Eyes of your Love 
tor a few Moments, and impartially examine the Pro- 
cedure of your Miſtteſs ? Don't be charmed when ſhe 
tells you, that ſhe thinks herſelf unhappy in being the 
Occaſion of this Difference between your Father and 


you; 
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you ; that ſhe's unworthy of ſo valuable a Sacrifice ; 
and that it would be more for your Intereſt to break 
with her, and never to ſee her again; for theſe are 
meer Words, and though they may be inforced with a 
few Tears, yet they are only Words at beſt : But take 
Notice, when ſhe repreſents to you the Inconvenience 
of loſing fifteen hundred Pounds a Year for her Sake, 
whether ſhe does not avoid examining the Matter too 
cloſely ; whether ſhe does not paſs ſlightly over it, and, 
at the ſame Time that ſhe exhorts you to obey your 
\ Intereſt, whether ſhe does not artfully infinuate ba 
Reaſon to the contrary ; whether ſhe does not yield 
with Pleaſure to the Intreaties which you make her to 
talk no more on that Subject; in ſhort, whether ſhe is 
not generous purely for the Sake of ſeeming ſo, and 
whether ſhe. does not endeavour to appear honourable 
to you, without running any Hazard. She is at pre- 
ſent in ſuch a Situation, that ſhe cannot ſo much as 
commend a Greatneſs of Soul, without giving an 
infallible Proof, that ſhe deceives you; and every 
Time ſhe animates you in general Terms to a ſincere 
and diſintereſted Affection, the plainly tells you that 
her own is not ſo, It is impoſſible ſhe can love you, 
unleſs ſhe exerts her utmoſt Endeavours to baniſh you 
for ever; and, in my Opinion, ſhe. can't give you a 
greater Teſtimony of her Indifference than by marry- 
ing you, I am very forry, Couſin, to have this Oc- 
caſion to caution you againſt a Perſon who is ſo dear to 

ou; but, was it only a Queſtion in Love, mere De- 
icacy would engage you to a careful Examination of 
her Conduct; but ſince your Fortune is likewiſe con- 
cerned, I think it a ſufficieat Reaſon why you ſhould 
redouble the Delicacy of your Obſervations. 


Jam, Sir, 
Your moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, &C. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXIIl. 


Advice to a Lover. 


SIR, * 

Y Friendſhip for you, I hope, will atone for the 
M Liberty I have taken to write to you on ſo ex- 
traordinary a Subject. You love, I am informed, and 
are beloved; but then your Paſſion is of ſuch a Nature, 
as will infallibly deſtroy the Tenderneſs your Miſtreſs 
has for you; inſomuch that I dare venture a Wager, 
ſhe will not care a 8 for you two Months hence. N 
You are continually with her, and never loſe Sight of i 
her a Moment; if any one comes to viſit her, you ſoon ; 
make them ſenſible that you look upon them as In- i 
truders; and for whole Days together that you are | | 
with her, you talk of nothing but Love, and that in J 
the moſt languiſhing and paſſionate Manner, Once 
again, if ſhe cares a Farthing for you in two Months ; 
Time, I ſhall cry out a Miracle. The Lady at preſent | 
has Love enough to keep pace with you ; but you will 
ſoon have exhauſted- all her Stock of Affection, and 
then you will be ſurpriſed to find that ſhe has no longer 
any for you. We have on both Sides but a certain 
Portion of Tenderneſs which ought to be managed 
with Diſcretion, and which thoſe who are unſkilled 
in the Science of Love are apt to be too prodigal of. 
We complain of Abſence, and we do no more than our 
Duty when we complain. Nevertheleſs, if Abſences 
are not over long, they are the greateſt Services in the 
World to Lovers, They renew an old Flame, and re- 
vive a languiſhing one, It is true, it would be carry» 
ing the Matter too far to procure them on Purpoſe ; 
but when Chance has once thrown them io our Way, 
we ought to rail againſt them, and at the ſame Time 
to ſuſpect that you may poſlibly have the greateſt of 
Obligations to them, You are in the wrong to make 
ſuch conltant Uſe of the Liberty which yog have to ſee 
your Miſtreſs at any Hour, and for whol&,Days'toge- 
ther, What you gain by this Aſſiduity, you will loſe 
in the Long-run of your Amour; and find that you 


G 2 have 
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have laviſhed in a Day, what ought to have ſerved youu 
Week. It is alſo a Faulr of the ſame Kind, your talking 
of nothing but Love to the Perſon you admire. What. 
ever Pleaſure ſhe may take in hearing the Progreſs of 
3 Paſſion, it is impoſſible but you muſt fall into a 
ultitude of Repetitions; and Repetitions have a Fa- 
cCulty to tire, which they never loſe. I dare ſay, that 
after you are gone from her, the Lady breathes with 


more Freedom, though ſhe may not perceive it herſelf. 


The Art to ſupport an amorous Converſation, is to 
take Care that it is not always amorous. Some little 
Excurſions are abſolutely neceſſary, after which the 
Return to your Paſſion will be the more agreeable. But 
what I can by no Means pardon in you, is your contin- 
ual Languor. Recollect, I beſeech you, that Women 
would have us love them, but at the ſame Time they 
would have us divert them, and he that does the one 
without the other does nothing at all; nay, they had 
rather perhaps be diverted without being loved, than 
loved without being diverted, Languor has its proper 
Seaſons ; but when it 1s perpetual, 1t turns to Stupidi- 
ty. In his Conduct a Lover ought to be ſerious and 
uniform; but it is for his Intereſt to be ſometimes gay 
in his Converſation. By the one he perſuades, and 
by the other he pleaſes ; and to pleaſe is commonly of 
more Value than to perſuade. Fewer Cenque ſts have 
been made by Fidelity, than by an agreeable Addreſs, 
Nay, I do not know whether in Time poor Fidelity 
may not come to be reckoned a Fault, It is certain it 
will never ſuffice of itſelf, without ſome other Quali- 
ties to recommend it; nor will it coſt you much Pains 
to make yourſelf Maſter of theſe Qualifications, ſince 
yqu necd only become the ſame Perſon you was before 
you fell in Love. You have the Vice of plunging 
yourſelf too deeply in Love, and, when you are once 
in, of being merely a Lover, and nothing elſe ; but 
you ſhoald live, as well as love. Adieu, my dear 
Friend; think yourſelf obliged to me for the Advice [ 
ive; for, if J conſulted my own Intereft, I ſhould 
eave you to put an End to an Amour, which ingroſſes 
you from your Friends. I am, Sir, 
1 | Your moſt humble, | 
and moſt obedient Servant, &c. 


| deceived ; but then there are certai 
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LETTER XXXIV. | 
To the Same. | 


SIR, | 
1! AD you proceeded according to my Plan, you 


would now have been exempt from that greateſt 
bane to human Happineſs, Jealouſy. I cannot as 2 
Friend behold you thus diſtracted, without concern. 


"Upon what is your Jealouſy founded ? - Upon my De- 


licacy, you fay, It is certainly good to be delicate, 
but not to cavil. Complaints of Delicacy are the Food 
of Love, but a Spirit of cavilling deftroys it, You are 
one of thoſe, who think they never ought. to acknow - 
ledge themſelves happy to the Perſon who makes 
them ſo, and do not know what Name to give to a 
Woman, whom they have no room to call cruel and in- 
human. But take Care you do not exaſperate her by 
the little Credit you give to thoſe Marks of Tender- 
nefs which ſhe ſhews you, and that ſhe does not reſent 
your not taking her Word, when ſhe tells you ſhe loves 
_ A Lover ought immediately to agree that he is 

eloved when he is really ſo ; but if he will abſolutely 
complain, he may reſerve a little Fund of Complaints 
on the Subject of more or leſs Tenderneſs. But evea 
then his Reproaches muſt be attended with the moſt 
amiable Tranſports, and not with a moroſe and uneaſy 
Air. A Man always makes a ſcurvy Figure when he 
complains, and betrays a Weakneſs which he cannot 
be too cautious in hiding from the Perſon he loves. 
But of all Complaints, the moſt inſupportable, are thoſe 
which 1 from a jealous Temper. Was la Wo- 
man, ſuch infipnificant Reproaches would provoke 
me to throw a Man out at Window. As for myſelf, I 
have either Eſteem enough for thoſe I love, to believe 
they can neither change, nor divide their Affection; 
or elſe I care ſo little for them, that neither the one 
nor the other would give me any Uneaſineſs; ſo that 
it is impoſſible I ſhould ever be jealous. I*am very 
ſenſible that, abſolutely ſpeaking, I may chance to be 


n Aſſurances which 


ought to lull one aſleep, If you believe indeed that 
G 3 | Love 
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| Love ought to be a Phrenſy, and that two Perſons, 
under Pretence of loving, ſhould torment each other 
perpetually, and haunt one another like two vengeful 
_ Ghoſts, 1 have no more to ſay ; but, for my Part, 1 
have more pleaſing Ideas, and would willingly reconcile 
my Love to my Repoſe, Neither muſt you imagine 
that your Complaints will always be looked upon as 
Marks of your Tenderneſs. Love indeed- would have 
the Honour of them, if they happened but ſeldom ; 
but when they once come to be ſrequent, you may de- 
pend upon their being charged to the natural Uneaſi- 
nels of your Temper. There is a certain Medium 
which muſt be obſerved in all Things, even in Love 
itſelf, notwithſtanding ſo little Reaſon is to be found 
in it. Jam, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, &c, 


hw _— — — * —_— 


11 


LETTER NA. 
To Mr. — — 


From a Lady of inferior Fortune, whom he courted for 


SIR, 
A F TER concerting various Means to inform you 
of my Opinion concerning the Subje of your 

late Applications, I reſolved upon the r 
which fl ineffectual, I defire the whole Affair may be 
for ever forgocten, But, alas! what am I going to do, 
u hen I am about to tell you that I love you? But, after 
I have done ſo, I am to aſſure you, that, with all the 
Paſſion which ever entered a tender Heart, I know I 
can baniſh you from my Sight for ever, when I am 
convinced, that you have no Inclinations towards me, 
but to my Diſhonour. But, alas! Sir, why ſhould you 
ſacrifice the real and eſſential Happineſs of Life to the 


inion of at moves upon no other Foun- 
Opinion of a World, th p 3 
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dation but profeſſed Error and Prejudice? Vou all can 
obſerre that Riches alone do not make you happy; and 
yet you give up every 2 elſe, when it ſtands in 
Competition with Riches. Since the World is ſo bad, 
that Religion is left to us filly Women, and you Men 
act generally upon Principles of Profit and Pleaſure, 1 
will talk to you without arguing from any Thing but 
what may be moſt to your Advantage, as a Man of the 
World; and J will lay before you the State of the 
Caſe, ſuppoſing you had it in your Power to make me 
your Miſtreſs, or your Wile ; and hope to convince you, 
that the Latter is mo:e for your Intereſt, and will con- 
tribute more to your Pleaſure, ML 

We will ſuppoſe then the Scene was laid, and you 
were now in Expectation of the approaching Evening 
wherein I was to meet you, and be carried to what 
convenient Corner of the Town you thought fit, to 
conſummate all which your wanton Imagination has 
promiſed you in the Poſſeſſion of one, who is in the 
Bloom of Youth, and in the Reputation of Innocence; 
you would ſoon have _ of me, as I am ſprightly, 
young, gay, and airy, When Fancy. is ſated, and 
finds all the Promiſes it made itſelf falſe, where is now 
the Innocence which charmed you? The firſt Hour you 
are alone you will find, that the Pleaſure of a Debauchee 
is only that of a Deſtroyer ; he blaſts all the Fruits he 
taſtes, and where the Brute has been devouring, there 
is nothing left worthy the Reliſh of the Man. Reaſon / 
reſumes her Place, after Imaginatioo is cloyed 3 and F 
am, with the utmoſt Diſtreſs and Confuſion, to behold 
myſelf the Cauſe of uneaſy Reflections to you, to be 
vifited by Stealth, and dwell for the future with the 
two Companions (the moſt unfit for each other in the 
World) Solitude and Guilt, I will not infiſt upon the 
ſhameful Obſcurity we ſhould paſs our Time in, nor 
run over the little ſhort Saatches of freſh Air, and free 
Commerce, which all People muſt be ſatisfied with, 
whoſe Actions will not bear Examination, but leave 
them to your Reflections, who have ſeen of that Life, 
of which I have but a mere Idea. 

On the other Hand, if you can he ſo good and fo 
generous as to make me your Wife, you may promiſe 
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yourſelf all the Obedience and Tenderneſs with which 
Gratitude can inſpire a virtuous Woman. Whatever 
Gratifications you may promiſe yourſelf from an agree. 
able Perſon, al (dens Compliances from an eaſy Tem- 
per, whatever Conſolations from a fincere Friendſhip, 
you may expect as the Due of your Generoſity. What 
at preſent in your ill View you promiſe yourſelf from 
me, will be followed by Diſtaſte and Satiety; but the 
Tranſports of a virtuous Love are the leaſt Part of its 
Happineſs. The Raptures of innocent Paſſion are but 
like Lightning to the Day, they rather interrupt than 
advance the Pleaſure of it. How happy then is that 
Lite to be, where the higheſt Pleaſures of Senſe are 
but the lower Part of its Felicity ! 

Now I am to repeat to you the unnatural Requeſt of 
taking me in direct Terms. I know there ſtands be- 
tween me and that Happineſs, the haughty Daughter 
of a Man, who can give you ſuitably to your Fortune. 
But if you weigh the Attendance and Behaviour of her, 
who comes to you in Partnerſhip of your Fortune, and 
expects an Equivalent, with that of her who enters 
your Houſe as hondured and obliged by that Permiſ- 

on, whom of the two will you chuſe ? You perhaps 
will think fit to ſpend a Day abroad in the common 
Entertainments of Men of Senſe and Fortune; ſhe 
will think herſelf ill uſed in that Abſence, and con- 
trive at Home an Expence proportioned to the Ap- 
earance which you make in the World. She is in all 
Things to have a Regard to the Fortune which ſhe 
brought you; I to the Fortune to which you intro- 
duced me. The Commerce between you two will 
eternally have the Air of a Bargain; between us of a 
Friendſhip. Joy will ever enter into the Room with 
ou, and kind Wiſhes attend my Benefactor when he 
gk it. Aſk yourſelf, how would you be pleaſed to 
enjoy for ever the Pleaſure of having laid an immedi- 
ate Obligation on a grateful Mind ? Such will be your 
Caſe with me. In the other Marriage you will hve in 
2 conſtant Compariſon of Benefits, and never know the 

Happineſs of conferring or receiving any. 
It may be, you will after all act rather in the pruden- 


tial Way, according to the. Senſe of the ordinary 
| World. 
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World. I know not what to think or ſay, when that 
melancholy Reflection comes upon me; but ſhall only 
add more, that it is in your Power to make me your 
grateful Wife, but never your abandoned Miſtreſs. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
To a Lady on being accuſed of Indifference. 


HE Concern you expreſs grieves my very Soul, 

Jam ſure, till Death makes me cold, I ſhall ne- 

ver be ſo to one whoſe I entirely am, not ſo much by 
Vows, as by the ſincereſt Paſſion and Inclination. No, 
my kind, dear, engaging Creature, ſooner than utter 
one Sigh which is not for you, I would chuſe to be the 
Contempt of Mankind, and an Abhorrer of my own 
loathed Being. Your Perſon 1s too charming, your 
Manner too winning, your Principles too honourable, 
ever to let a Heart eſcape, that you have once made 


entirely your on; and, when mine is not ſo, may it 
feſter in the Breaſt of 


—_ , 


Yours, &c, 


LET TAN 
From a Lover to a Lady, whom he had ſtigbted. 


HOUGH forbidden to write more, I hope this 
Intruſion will be pardoned ; when I aſſure-the 
deareſt as well as faireſt of her Sex, that the Tumult of 
my Mind was ſo extreme, upon the Reflection of my 
late Folly, that I could not reſt till I had acknowledg- 
ed my Raſhneſs, I hope ſhe will continue her uſual. 
 Gocdnels of forgiving one, that cannot faigive him 
ſelf. When I think of my Unworthineſs, , ks * 


— 7 


— — 


have been treated by the deareſt and beſt of Creatures, T3 


with all the Honour and Sincerity imaginable, and my 
Return has been Brutality and Ill-manners. It is you 
alone, Madam, that have ſweet engaging Ways pe- 
culiar to yourſelf: You are eaſy without Levity, cour- 
teous and affable without Flattery; you have Wit with- 
out IIL- nature, and Charms without being vain. 1 


G 5 cannot 
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cannot think of all your heavenly Qualifications, with- 
out upbraiding myſelf for making ſuch barbarous and 

unjuſt Returns. 40 think of what I have done, 
without a juſt Abhorrence; I loath and deteſt myſelf, 
and muſt needs own, I ought not to ſubſcribe myſelf 
by any other Title, than, 


Madam, 
Your Ungrateful. 


8 


LETTER XXXVIII. 
Written above forty Years after Marriage. 


MADAM, 


Y Omiſſion I aſſure you aroſe from no Failure of 

my tender Regard for you; but having been 
very much perplexed in my Thoughts on the Subje& 
of my laſt, made me determine to ſuſpend ſpeaking of 
It tilt 1 came myſelf, But, my lovely Creature, know 
it is not in the Power of Age, or Misfortune, or any 
other Accident which hangs over human Life, to take 
from me the pleaſing Eſteem I have for you, or the 
Memory of the bright Figure you appeared in, when 
you gave your Hand and Heart to, 


Madam, 
Your moft grateful Huſband, 


and obedient Servant. 


— — — 


| LETTER XXXIX. 
Frem a Lover to a Lady, on the Recovery of her Health. 


S your late Indiſpoſition was to me a Source of 
inconſoleable Woe ; the happy Change was at- 
tended with inexpreflible Joy! How my Heart ſunk 
when l found the tendereſt Part of my Soul ſeized with 
an Indiſpoſition, her Colour faded, the uſual Gaiety 
of her Temper eclipſed, her Tongue faultering, her 
Air languiſhing, and the charming Luſtre of by Eyes 
etting 


LET TE R- WRITE X. 131 


ſetting and decayed ! Inſtead of kind Expreſſions, full 
of Love and Endearments, I could hear nothing but 
Complaints, and the melancholy Effects of a growing 
Illneſs. It is true, my deareſt Life, though you are as 
beautiful as Light, though ſweet and tender as a Flower 
in Spring, though gay and chearful as dawning Youth, 
yet all theſe Perfections that captivate others, cannot 
ſecure you againſt the T'yranny of Diſtempers: Sick- 
neſs has no Regard to your Innocence; but the ſame 
rufling Tempeſt, that tears up the common Weeds, 
blaſts alſo the flagrant bluſhing Roſe : But now, to the 
eternal Peace of my ſatisfied Mind, the feveriſh Heat 
is extinguiſhed, and your Charms recover their uſual 
heavenly Brightneſs; I am the unhappy Wretch that 
feels their Force, and conſumes of a Fever never to be 
extinguiſhed, but with the Life of, 


Madam, Yours, &Cc. 


LE T.F MR ES * 
Containing a Recital, neceſſary to be read by all Degrees 
of the Fair Sex. IM 

BY 


N Obedience to your Deſire, I have ſent a trud | 
I Hittory of A/piras, that Compoſition of Perjury,. 
Deceit, Hypocriſy, and Ingratitude; in ſhort, he is 
Maſter of every Qualification to make him compleat ix 


Villainy. 
Some Time ago, when he was ingratiating himſelf 


into the Favout of Men in Power, and whom he has 


fince plotted to deſtroy, having Occaſion for a ſmall. 
Sum of Money to maintain a Poſt, ſuĩtable to the Ex- 


pectations which were then beginning to ripen in his 9 


Breaſt, and which was neceſſary to create an Eſteem in 
ſome Inferiors, whom he — — for the Tools of his 
Ambition; he borrowed five hundred Pounds of a Ci- 
tizen, „ of Promiſes, that as ſoon as it 
was in his Power, he would not only return the-Money 
but alſo raiſe the Lender to great Preferment. : 
; G 6 : i" 9 


— 
— 


Bat, 


% 
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— 


13 THE BRITISH 


Bat, alas! how were his Expe&tations diſappointed! 
when afterwards happening to be reduced by Misfor- 
tunes, and 4/pirus to be raiſed to the utmoſt Height, 
to which his Ambition could ſoar, the unfortunate Ci- 
tizen applied to A/pirus for a ſmall Poſt, which he 
knew was wholly in his Diſpoſal. A4/pirus, without 
making any Anſwer, aſked him, if he had a hundred 
Pounds to beſtow ? : 
The unfortunate Citizen, ſhocked as he was at the 
ungrateful Demand, had Courage enough to tell him, 
that he had Reaſon enough to be ſenſible he had once 
more than twice that Sum to lend or give. 
_ Theſe Words were ſo far from making 4/pirus aſham- 
ed of what he had ſaid, that he coolly anſwered him, 
that nothing of the Nature he required could be grant- 
ed without Money, and that he did not aſk a Farthing 
2 of him than he would have done of another Per- 
on. 
The unhappy Petitioner, finding that there was no 
Good to be expected from him, and, notwithſtanding 
his Misfortunes, was of too great a Spirit to make 
many Submiſſions to a Perſon who had been obliged to 
him, he made his Congée, and departed the Room with 
this Reflection, That he perceived none would be pre- 
ferred by him, but ſuch as by Perjury, or a known 
Contempt of Honour and common Honeſty, were qua- 
lified for his Service. 
| Tho' Appirus could not avoid hearing theſe Words, 
yet he ſeemed as if he did not; and knowing it was 
not in the Power of the injured Man to revenge him- 
Telf, was very little concerned at what his Thoughts 
were of him. | 
There are a thouſand Stories of this Kind with great 
Truth related of him; but this one is ſufficient to let 
you into the Ingratitude of his Temper, 

But the worſt of all his Crimes is yet to Come. 
Not all the Buſineſs which ambition brings Not all 
the Schemes which his indefatigable Brain has ſtill 
been forming, for added Greatneſs and Increaſe of 
Wealth—Not all the Uncertainties, Fears, and rack- 

ing Doubts, which plague the Soul involved in dark 
. | Deſigns, 


\ . | 2 
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Deſigus, could ſo much take up his Thoughts as to 
leave no Room for amorous Deſires. | 

Whole Years did he languiſh for a lovely Maid ; 
with all the Rhetoric which fierce Deſire inſpires, he 
ſought her Favour, and implored her Pity. | 

He promiſed, vowed, and ſwore ; but all in vain, 
All the Artifices, which he practiſed with ſo, much 
Succeſs in other Affairs, were fruitleſs here. | 

The amiable and truly virtuous Fair diſdained his 
Suit, nor would ſhe conſent to make him happy, but 
on ſach Terms as were conſiſtent with her Honour. 

At Jaſt, being convinced by repeated Repulſes, that 
all his Perſuaſions ſerved but to make her more reſolute 
in denying, he attempted to obtain by Force what In- 
ſinuation could not engage. 

'This Method . alſo ineffectual; but the — 
ing Paſſion he was inflamed with, rendering it impoſſi- 
ble for him to be eaſy without her, he pretended to be- 
come a Convert to her Virtue; and ſatisfied her Scru- 
ples, by marrying her in as ſolemn a Manner as ſhe 
ſhould wiſh, except its being done in private, ard 
that, he ſaid, his Affairs rendered abſolutely neceſſary. 

She was extremely well ſatisfied with the Reaſons 
he gave ber, and contended herſelf with the Know- 
ledge that ſhe was his Wife; though his frequent Vi- 
ſits to her, and the little Belief any Body had of what 
had paſſed between them, made all her Friends ex- 
tremely uneaſy, and not able to refain from perſecut- 
ing her both with Advice and Reproaches. 

But ſhe regarded not the preſent Stain her Reputa- 
tion was clouded with, not doubting but a Time. 
would come, when Convenience would permit Apirus 
to clear it in ſach a Manner, as would greatly add to 
the Brightneſs of it, by joining to her other Virtues, . 
that of Patience, in * long enduring thoſe Cenſures | 
which ſhe did not deſerve, and which was in her Power | 
to ſilence whenever ſhe thought proper. 2 

She bad indeed ſufficient to compenſate for her loſt 
Character, while the Deſire of 4/pirus remained unſa- 
tiated ; but, when his Ardors cooled, and he viſited 
her with an Air which had more the Appearance of a 

Forced than real Tenderneſs, ſhe then proved how well 


he 
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ſhe knew the Duty of a Wife, and how much ſhe 


prized the Intereſt of him ſhe had made her Huſband. _ 


: She had ſtill Prudence enough to conceal the weighty 
Secret, and uttered Complainings to none but Heaven 
and A4/pirus, $76 

She had had two Children by him, before ſhe en- 
tertained the leaſt Thought of obliging him to do her 
_ that public Juſtice, whick her Merits, and his Honour, 
required him to pay her; and doubtleſs had much 
longer have borne in Silence the oppreflive Weight 
with which ſhe was loaded by the Cenſure of the World, 
had ſhe not been informed that he was making his Ad- 
dreſſes to a Lady, and that Things were drawing ſo 
near to a Concluſion, that the Writings for the Mar- 
riage- Settlement were actually drawing up by a Lawyer. 

This was fo ſhocking a Blow, that ſcarce all her 
Courage could enable her to ſuſtain it; but having a 
little given Way to the firſt Emotions of her Rage, Re- 
collection reaſſumed its Place: That Prudence which 
had ſo long adviſed her to bear, without endeavouring 
to. redreſs the Grievances ſhe laboured under, now bid 
her exert her utmoſt Faculties, to prevent the irrepara- 
ble Miſchief which threatened her. 

Her neglected Love, her wounded Fame, and the 
Contumely which thoſe ſweet Innocents, who called 
her Mother, muſt hereafter endure in the Partnerſhip 
of her Diſgrace, told her, ſhe muſt now, or never, re. 
trieve herf:1f and them, from the innumerable Miſe- 
ries which foul-mouthed Detraction brings. 

- Reſolving, however, if poſſible, to reclaim her Wan- 
derer by gentle Means, ſhe wrote to him the tendereſt 
Letter which long-ſuffering Love and Virtue could in- 
ſpire. 

"She entreated and conjured him to have ſome Re- 
ard to his own Honour, to his Vows, and the ſolemn 
ontract he had made before the Altar; to conſider 

how much ſhe had endured, and how little ſhe had 

complained ; and that he would, in Mercy and in Juſ- 
tice to herſelf and Children, avoid an Act, which 
muſt not only render them miſerable, but alſo accurſed 
himſelf, when cool Reflection got the r — Deſre. 


undance 
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Abundance of ſuch like tender Remonſtrances ſhe 
made him, but concluded with an Aſſurance, that 
however incligable ſhe might be to pardon all Injuries 
done to herſelf, ſhe could not, without becoming equal. 
ly guilty of their Wrongs, conſent to make them 
wretched, whom ſhe had brought into the World, and 
who had no other Friend to take their Part; and that, 
if milder Means ſhould fail, he muſt expect to hear, 
before a Court of Juſtice, the whole Hiſtory of his 
Baſeneſs, Perjury, and Ingratitude explained. _ 
W Receiving no Anſwer to this, ſhe ſent a ſecond Epiſ- 
ad boa tle, the Contents of which were to much the ſame 
Purpoſe, as was alſo the Effect it had upon Aſpirus. 
bphbe alſo ſent a third and a fourth, which had equal 

Succeſs ; at length, _— confirmed, by repeated In- 

telligences, that he was ſo far from breaking off his 
intended« Match, that every Thing was preparing for 
it with the greateſt Expedition. 

She, therefore, reſolved to throw off all Remains of 
Tenderneſs for a Man fo utterly unworthy of it, and at 
once expoſe him to the World. The firſt Step ſhe took 
was, to ſend a Perſon with an Account of the whole 
Affair to the Lady who was his intended Bride: But 
that Lady, who was induced by other Motives, than 
that of Love, to marry with Aſpirus, aud beheving, 
that if he really were the Huſband of another, he would 
not dare to have proceeded ſo far with her, had ve 
little Regard to whom his Inclinations were effected, 
or how miſerable the Woman who took this Method 
to ſecure him muſt be, and returned her a very ſcorn» 
| ful Anſwer, | 
| The abandoned Fair, ſtruck to the Heart at ſo much 
inhuman Treatment on all Sides, vowed that ſhe would 
no longer delay the Perſecution of her juſt Revenge; 
and immediately ſent for an ingenious DoRor in the 
Law, to whom ſhe related the Whole of her unhappy 
Caſe. But, oh! how much more wretched than 2 
imagined did ſhe find herſelf, when taking from her 
Cabinet the Diſpenſation for her Marriage with Aſpirus, 
with Intent to ſhew it to the Lawyer, ſhe perceived 
that both his and her own Name had been written with 
| ſomething that would not retain Blackneſs, and that 


there 
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there now remained not the leaſt Tincture or Appear- 
ance on the Parchment that any Thing had ever been 


written there. 


The Detection of ſo ſcandalous and monſtrous a 
Piece of Villainy, made her, for ſome Moments, ap- 
pour like one who had loſt her Reaſon; and, to add to 

er Diſtraction, the Doctor of Law, who did not chuſe 
to be employed againſt a Man cf ſo much Power as 
Ajpirus was then become, told her, That ſhe only 
imagined ſuch a Contract had been made between 
them, and that he would adviſe her to let the Proſecu- 
tion drop. | 

It was in vain ſhe proteſſed, that ſhe was, in reality, 
his lawful Wife, She had no Evidences to teſtify the 
Truth of her Aſertions. She knew not the Clergy- 
man who married them ; and he had taken Care never 
to ſubſcribe himſelf her Huſband in any of the Letters 
he had ſent to her, always affecting to write in a Stile 
of Gallantry, which ſhe, poor credulous Lady, had 
believed to have ſprung from the Excel: of his Affection 
for her, but which ſhe now found a very different Rea- 
ſon for, 

But, to whom now could the complain? From whom 
could ſhe hope or expect Redreſs ? None of thoſe, to 
whom ſhe directed her melancholy Story, had the 
Power to alleviate her Griets. 

There were but very few who pitied her Misfor- 
tunes, and hardly any who gave Credit to her Rela- 
tion of her Wrongs. 36.4 

Ajpirus had, at that Time, ſo much wound himſelf 
into the good Opinion of Mankind, that nothing but 


 Hkimfelf, and the bare-faced Iijuries he has ſince offer- 


ed to a Multitude of Evidences, could bave had the 
Pewer to have crazed it. 

In a melancholy Condition, little inferior to Mad- 
neſs, did this wretched undone Lady languiſh out her 
Days,” till her Eyes were Witneſſes of her then irre- 
trievable Misfortune in the Marriage of 4/pirus, which 
was celebrated with the greateit Magnificence 1magin- 
able. | i 

Being unable to endure the Contempt, which thoſe 


who hated her threw upon her on this Occaſion, and 
7 uLvdone 
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undone in every Circumſtance that can make Life 
pleaſing, ſhe was about to put an End to ber Miſeries, 
by ridding herſelf of a hated Life; but, happening 
into the Company of a reverend Miniſter, ſhe was by 
him diverted from thoſe dreadful Thoughts, and taken 
to reſide with him. ; SE : 

She there paſles her Time with a Tranquillity which 
ſhe could not have enjoyed, even ir the utmoſt Grati- 
fications of her wiſhes ; and now looks down with Pit 
on the inceſſant Turmoils, which haunt thoſe People. 
who are ſubject to the Changes of a buſy and inconſtant 
World. | 

Her beautiful Offspring, the two little Sons, are 
bred up under the Care of the ſame holy Man, to 
whom their once miſerable Mother owes this happy 
Alteration in her State and Mind, and ſeem ordained 
by Fate for Bleſſings more ſublime than their unnatu- 
ral Father, great as he is, has the Power of beſtowing, 
or than he Fimſelf is now capable of receiving; for 
dearly has he paid for his baſe Ingratitude and Breach 
of Vows to her, Who was by Honour and Religion his 
only lawful Wife. 0 1 

The Woman, whom he is now married to, proves 
to be a Puniſhment for the Wrongs he did the other, 
He loves her even to a Degree of Bun while ſhe, 
diſdainful of his Ardours, and a Libertine in Pleaſure, 
profuſely ſhowers her Favours on as many as ſeem de- 
ſirous of them; and as regardleſs of her own, or her 
Huſband's Diſhonour, as ſhe is of his Tenderneſs, 
confeſſes to know no Joy in Love without Variety. 

Thus he, who keeps many Thouſands in awe, is, by 
a worthleſs Woman, governed; yet ſcorned; made 
the Tool of her Ambition, while he knows himſelf the 
Object of her Hate; and has it not in his Power either 
to throw off the laviſh Chain, or gain the leaſt Return 
for all his Kindneſs. N 

What Streams of Tears does he in private ſhed, to 
find himſelf the only one of all his Sex, whoſe Vows of 
Paſſion are unwelcome to her ! 1 1 
Oh! thou who * in Juſtice, ſuffer the per- 
jured falſe A/pirus to linger out his Days in Diſeaſes 
and Remorſe; and fall of Regret, but incapable of 


Penitence, 
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Penitence, grow hateful to the Gods, and avoided by 
alk good Men. | 
May all perfidious Wretches, like himſelf, never 
meet a better Fate, that unthinking Mortals may be 
compelled to acknowledge the Folly of wicked Ac- 
tions, and that there dwells a Power above the Clouds, 
who will reward the Virtuous, and infli& ſevere Pu. 
niſhments on the Wicked. | 
Always conſider, that every Step in the Paths of 
Vice is followed with imminent Danger, however in- 
| ug they may ſeem to a purblind Senſuality, which 
is delighted with the beauteous Appearance, but diſ- 
covers not the devouring Bogs, and prickly Thorns, 
that lie hid under the verdant Surface, and is too near- 
fighted to behold the frightful Proſpect of thoſe Cham - 
bers of Death, to which they lead. 
; | | 4 am, &c. 
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LETTER 111. 


From a young Lady io a Gentleman, whom ſhe ſuſpe#s 
b | of Inſincerity. | 
£ S I R, 5 


TE free and ingenuous Manner, in whict I have 
| diſcloſed my Sentiments to you ; claims a Re- 
turn of the ſame Gorkdence : But I have Reaſon to 
fear, that the beſt Men do not always act as they 
ought. I write to you what it would be impoſſible to 
ſpeak ; but, before I ſee you, I deſire you will either 
explain your Conduct laſt Night, or confeſs that you 
have uſed me not as I have deſerved of you. 
It is in vain to deny that you took Pains to recom- | 
mend yourſelf to Miſs Peacock ; your Earneſtneſs of Dil- 
courſe alſo ſhewed me that you were no Stranger to her. 
I defire to know, Sir, what Sort of Acquaintance you 
can wiſh to have with another Perſon of Character, af- 
ter making me believe that you wiſh to be married to 
me. I write very plainly to you, becauſe I expect 
a plain Anſwer, I am not apt to be ſuſpicious, but 
| this was too particular; and I muſt be either blind or 
| indifferent 
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indifferent to overlook it. Sir, I am neither; though 
perhaps it would be better for me it I were one or the 
other, I am, | 


Yours, &c. | 


LET PETE ALES 
The Gentleman's Reply. 


My deareſt Peggy, 
AM aſtoniſhed at your Suſpicion of me, whoſe 
Heart and Soul you know are truly yours, and 
whoſe whole Thoughts. and Wiſhes are but on you ? 
Sweet quarreller, you know this : What Afternoon 
have I ſpent from you? Or who did you ever ſee me 
ſpeak to without Diſtaſte, when it prevented my talk 
ing with you ? | g 
You know how often you have cautioned me not to 
| ſpeak to you before your Uncle; and you know he 
was there. But you do well to abuſe me for being too 
obedient to your Commands; for, I promiſe you, you 
ſhallnever get any other Cauſe. I thought it moſt pru- 
dent to be ſeen talking with another, when it was my 
Buſineſs not ſo much as to look at you. Miſs Peacock is a 
very old Acquaintance: She knows my perfect Devo- 
tion to you, and ſhe very well knew all that Civility 
and Earneſtneſs of Diſcourſe about nothing, was pre» 
tended. I write to you before I come 3 you 
commanded me ; but I will make you aſk my Pardon 
in a few Minutes for robbing me but of thoſe few, 
which might have been paſſed with you, and which it 
has taken to write this Letter. My ſweeteſt Chider, I «+ 
am coming to you. After this never doubt that I am 


Tour. moſt truly, 


— ——_—. ts. i. . A All... * 


— _— 


LETTER 


140 THE BRITISH 


LETTER” XI, 


From a Gentleman to a Lady, whom he accuſes of In- 


conſtancy. 

* U cannot be ſurpriſed that I ſhould ſubſtitute a 

| Letter for a Viſit, You ſhould not ſuppoſe, if 
Lovers have loſt their Sight, that their Senſes are all 
baniſhed : And if I refuſe to believe my Eyes, when 
they thew me your Inconftancy, you muſt not wonder 
that I cannot ſtop my Ears againft the Accounts of it. 
Pray let us underſtand one another properly ; for I am 
afraid we are deceiving ourſelves all this while: Am I 
a Perſon whom you efteem, whoſe Fortune you do not 
deſpiſe, and whoſe Pretenſions you encourage; or am 
I a troubleſome Coxcomb, who fancies myſelf particu- 
larly received by a Woman who only laughs at me? If 
J am the latter, you treat me as I deſerve; and I ought 
to join with you in ſaying. I deſerve it: But if it be 
Otherwiſe, and you receive me, as I think you do, as 
a Perſon you intend to marry, for it is beſt to be plain 
on theſe Occaſions, for Heaven's Sake, what it 1s the 
Meaning of that univerſal! Coquetry in public, where 
every Fool flatters you, and you are pleaſed with the 
meaneſt of them ? And what can be the Meaning that 
I am told, you laſt Night in particular was an Hour 
with Mr. Marlow; and are ſo wherever you meet him 
if I am not in Company ? Both of us, Madam, you 
cannot think of; and I ſhould be ſorry to — 
that when I had given you my Heart ſo entirely, I 
ſhared yours with any Body. 

I have ſaid a great deal too much to you, and yet J 
am tempted to ſay more; but I ſhall be filent. I beg 
you — this, and I think 1 have a Right to ex- 
pect that you do it generouſly and fairly, Do not miſ- 
take what is the Effect of the Diſtraction of my Heart, 
for Want of Reſpect to you. While I write thus, I 
doat upon you, but I cannot bear to be deceived where 


all my Happineſs is centered, 
| Your moft unbappy. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XLIV. 


From a Lover, determined to abandon the Lady. 


MADAM, 


F any one had told me lately that I ſhould have 
thus written to you; I would as ſoon have believ- 
ed that the Earth would have burſt aſunder, or that 1 
ſhould ſee Stars falling to the Ground, or Trees and 
Mountains riſing to the Heavens, But there is nothin 
too ſtrange to happen: One Thing would have ap- 
eared yet more impoſlible than my writing it, which 
15, that you ſhould have given me the Cauſe to have 
written 1t, and yet that has happened. 
The Purpoſe of this is to tell you, Madam, that I 
ſhall never wait on you again, * You will truly know 
(| what I make — ſuffer, when I impoſe this Com- 
mand upon my own Heart; but I would not tell you + 
of it, if it were not too much determined for me to 
have a Poſſibility of changing my Reſolution. | 
It gives me ſome Pleaſure, that you will feel no Un- 
eaſineſs for this, though I ſhould alſo have been very 
averſe ſome Time ago even to have imagined that; 
but you know where to employ that Attention, of 
which I am not worthy the whole, and with a Part I 
ſhall not be contented. I was a Witneſs, Madam, 
Yeſterday, to your Behaviour to Mr. Henly, I had of- 
ten been told of this, but I have refuſed to liſten to it. 
I ſuppoſed your Heart no more capable of Deceit than 
my own: But I cannot diſbelieve what I have been 
told on ſuch Authority, when my own Eyes confirm it. _ 
Madam, 1 take my Leave of you, and beg you will 
forget there ever was ſuch a Man as 


Your humble Servant. 
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LFA 1. 
A humorous Letter on Neaineſs, 
SIR, 


* has united me to a Lady, whoſe Houſe 
wifry is applauded by all the Sex, that are ac- 
quainted with her. This, inſtead of affording me the 
leaſt Satisfaction, is my Grievance : This ſuper-abun- 
dant Neatneſs is ſo very troubleſome and 2 to 
me, that I proteſt I had rather lodge in a Carrier's Inn, 
or take up my Abode with the Horſes in the Stables. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that a due Regard to Nezatneſs 
and Cleanlineſs is as neceſſary to be obſerved in our 
Habitations, as our Perſons: But though I ſhould not 
Thuſe to have my Hands-begrimed like a Chimney 
Sweeper's, I would not, as among. the ſuperſtitious 
Mahometans, waſh them fix Times a Day: And tho? 
I ſhould be loth to roll in a Pig-Stye, yet I do not like 
to have my Houſe rendered uſeleſ, to me under the 
Pretence of keeping it clean. ; | 
For my own Part, I cannot ſee the Difference be- 
tween having an Houſe that 1s always dirty, and an 
Houſe that is always to be cleaned. I could very 
willingly compound to be waſhed out of my Home, 
with other Maſters of Families, every Saturday Night ; 
but my Wife is ſo very notable, that the ſame clean- 
ſing Work muſt be repeated every Day in the Week. 


All the Morning long I am ſure to be entertained 3 
x the 


— 
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the domeſtic Concert of ſcrubbing the Floors, ſcouring. 
the Irons, and beating the Carpets; and I am con- 
ſtantly hunted from Room to Room, while one is to be 
dufted, another dry-rubbed, another waſhed, and an- 
other run over with a dry Mop. Thus, indeed, I — 
be ſaid to live in continual Dirtineſs, that my Hoa 
may be clean ; for, during theſe nice Operations, every 
Apartment is ſtowed with Soap, Brickduſt, Sand, 
Scrubbing-Bruſhes, Hair-Brooms, Rag-Mops, and 
Diſh-Clouts. ' . 
You may ſuppoſe, that the greateſt Care is taken to 
prevent the leaſt Speck of Dirt from ſoiling the Floors: 
For this Reaſon, all that come to our Houſe, beſides. 
the Ceremony of ſcraping at the Door, are obliged to 
rub their Shoes for Half an Hour on a large ragged 
Mat at the Entrance; and then they mult ſtraddle 
their Way along ſeveral leſſer Mats, ranged at due 
Diſtance from each other in the Paſſage, and, like Boys 
at Play, come into the Room with a Hop, a Step, and 
a ſump. The like Caution is uſed by all the Family: 
I myſelf am ſcarce allowed to ſtir a Step without Slips 
pers: My Wife creeps on Tip-toe up and down Stairs t 
The Maid-Servants are continually — below in 
Clogs or Pattens; and the Footman is obliged to ſneak 
about the Houſe bare-footed, as if he came with a flx 
_ Deſign to ſteal ſomething. | £ 
After what has been ſaid, you will naturally con- 
clude, that my Wife muſt be no leſs nice in other Par- 
ticulars. Indeed, ſhe cannot conceive that any Thing, 
which is done by ſo neat a Woman, can poſſibly give 
Offence : I have therefore been in Pain for her ſeveral 
Times, when I have ſeen her, before Company, duſt 
the Tea-Cups with a foul Apron, or a Waſhing-Gown; 
and I have more than once bluſhed for her, when, - 
through her extreme Cleanlineſs, ſhe has not been 
contented without breathing into our Drinking-Glaſ- 
ſes, and afterwards wiping them with her Pocket 
Handkerchief. People, indeed, who are very ' inti- 
mate with Families, ſeldom ſee them, eſpecially the 
female Part, but in Diſguiſe : And it will be readily 
allowed, that a Lady wears a very different Aſpect 
when ſhe comes before Company, than when ſhe _ 
| ets 
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ſets down to her Toilette. My Wife appears decent 
enough in her Apparel, to thoſe who viſit us in the 
Afternoon; but, in the Morning, ſhe is quite another 
Figure: Her uſual Diſhabille then is, an ordin 
Stuff Jacket and Petticoat, a double Clout thrown over 
her Head, and pinned under her Chin, a black greaſy 
Bonnet, and a coarſe dowlas Apron; ſo that you 
would rather take her for a Chair-woman. Nor, in- 
deed, does ſhe ſeruple to ſtoop to the meaneſt Drudge- 
ry of one; for ſuch is her Love of Cleanlineſs, that I 
have often ſeen her on her Knees whitening an Hearth, 
or ſpreading Dabs of Vinegar and Fuller's Earth over 
the Boards. 
It is obſerved by Swift, that a nice Man is a Man 
« of naſty Ideas:” In like Manner we may affirm, that 
your very neat People are the moſt ſlovenly on many 
Occaſions, I have told you my Wife's Morning Trim; 
but, beſides this, ſhe has another Cuſtom, which creates 
the greateſt Diſguſt in me. You muſt know, Sir, that, 
. other Charms, ſhe prides herſelf vaſtly in a fine 
Set of Teeth: And ſomebody has told her, that no- 
thing 1s ſo good for them, as to rub them every Morn- 
ing with Scotch Snuff and faſting Spittle. As an Houl- 
band is no Stranger, this Recipe is conſtantly admi- 
niſtred in my Preſence before Breakfaſt ; and after this 
delicate Application, her pretty Mouth, (which is af. 
terwards wiped for me to iſs) in order to preſerve her 
Gums from the Scurvy, muſt be rinſed—would you 
believe it with her own Water, 

I ſhall dwell no longer on this Subject, as I fear it 
may prove ſurfeiting both to you and your Readers: J 
ſhall therefore conclude with telling you, that this 
ſcrupulous Delicacy of my Wife, in the Neatneſs of 
her Houſe, was the Means of our loſing a very good 
Fortune. A rich old Uncle, on whom we had great 
Dependance, came up to Town laſt Summer on Pur- 
poſe to pay us a Viſit; but, though he had rode above 

| ſixty Miles that Day, he was obliged to ſtand in the 
Paſſage till his Boots were pulled off, for Fear of foiling 
the Turkey Carpet. After Supper the old Gentleman, 
as was his conltant Practice, deſired to have his Pipe; 


but this, you may be ſure, could by no , «j 
; Owen, 
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fowed, as the filthy Stench of the Tobacco would ne- 
ver be got out of the Furniture again; and it was with 
much ado, that my Wife would even ſuffer him to go 
down and ſmoke in the Kitchen. We had no Room to 
lodge him in, except a Garret with nothing but bare 
Walls; becauſe the Chints Bed- chamber was, indeed, 
too nice for a dirty Country Squire. Theſe Slights 
very much chagrined my good Uncle: But he had not 
been with us above a Day or two, before my Wife and 
he came to an open Quarrel, and the Occaſion of it was 
this: It happened, that he had brought a favourite 
Pointer with him, who, at his firſt Coming, was imme- 
diately locked up in the Coal Hole; but the Dog, hav- 
ing found Means to eſcape, had crept lily up Stairs, 

and, beſides other Marks of Want of Delicacy, had 
very calmly ſtretched himſelf out upon a Crimſon Da- 
maſk Settee. My Wife not only ſentenced him to the 

Diſcipline of the Whip, but inſiſted upon having the 
Criminal hanged up afterwards; when, the Maſter in- 
terpoſing in his Behalf, it produced ſuch high Words 
between them, that my Uncle ordered his Horſe, and 
ſwore he would never darken our Doors again, as long 
as he breathed. He went Home, and, about two 
Months after, died; but, as he could not forgive the 
11] Treatment, which both he and his Dog had met 
with at our Houſe, he had altered his Will, which be⸗ 
fore he had made entirely in our Favour, 


1 atm x Sir , 
Tour humble Servant, 
Thomas Lovedirt. 


It may not be improper, as my Correſpondent has 
but ſlightly touched upon this Topic, to add a Word 
or two, by way of Poſtſcript to his Letter, on the extra- 
ordinary Solitude of many notable Houſewives, in the 
Care and Preſervation of their Furniture. In middlin 

gentee] Families, it is not uncommon to have Things 
more for Shew than Uſe; and I cannot but applaud 
the ingenious Thought of a Friend of mine, who has 
contrived to furniſh his Houſe, in the moſt elegant 


Taſte, at a very ſmall — He is pleaſed, it is 
: crue- 
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true, to eat off your common Stone Ware, becauſe i 


looks fo clean; but you ſee his Beaufet crouded wick 


a Variety of curious enameleq China-Plates, which ae 


ranged in ſuch a Manner, -as to conceal the Streaks of 
white Paint that cement the broken Pieces together; 
he likes to drink his Porter out of the original Ale-houſe 
Pewter. Pot; but a large Silver Tankard always ſtands 


upon the Side-board, which the moſt curious Eye can- 
not, at that Diſtance, diſcover to be French Plate. The 
whole Range of Rooms in his middle Story is moſt 


| grandly fitted up; but, as it would be Pity to foil 


uch good Furniture, his Curtains, which we muſt ſup. 


| Poſe to be made of the richeſt Damaſk, are carefully 


pinned up in Paper Bags; and the Chairs, of which the 
Seats and Backs are undoubtedly of the ſame Stuff, are 
no leſs cautiouſly ſkreened with ordinary checked Li- 
nen. Thus does he anſwer, by the Appearance of Pi- 


nery, all the Purpoſes of Pride and Oſtentation: Like 


many Families, who, being really poſſeſſed of orna- 
mental: and uſeful Furniture, make no more Uſe of 
it, than the Beau Blockhead does of his Library, 
which, though it contains many Books finely bound 


and gilt, is deſigned merely for Shew, and it would 
ſpoil the Backs, or rumple the Leaves, to look into the 


ontents of them. 
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Hoem a Gentleman to a Lady, humorouſly reſenting 


his Miftreſſes Fondneſs of a Monkey, and Indiſference 

to himſelf. 

MADAM, 
H E Contempt with which you receive my Ad- 

_ dreſſes, and the Favour you manifeſt 23 

Brute, cannot fail to excite at once my Concern al 
Indignation. Though a rational Man cannot _ 
he is received with Neglect and Slight by a Lady, ue 


can be taken up with the Admiration of a chattering 


Monkey ? But pray be ſo good as to permit me t0 = 
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ſon the Matter a little with you. I would afk you 
then, By what extraordinary Endowment this happy 
Creature has found Means to engroſs your Favour ? 
Extravagance is never commendable, But, while I am ' 
dying beneath your Frowns, how can you be profaſe 
in your Careſſes to ſo mean a Competitor? Condeſcend 
to view us in the ſame Light: What valuable Qualifi- 
cation is Mr, Pug endowed with, which I am deſtitute 
of ? "What can he do which I cannot perform, though 
with leſs Agility, to full as good Purpoſe ? Is it a Re- 
commendation in him, that he wears no Breeches? For 
my part, I will moſt willingly ſurrender mine at your 
Feet, Be impartial for once: Place us together be- 
fore you: View our Faces, our Airs, our Shapes, and 
our Language, If he be handſomer than I, which, on 
a ſtrict Scrutiny, I hope will not be allowed him nei- 
ther, pray try our Wits: However acute he may be, I 
can aſſure you I reckon myſelf no Fool; for if I was, 
I ſhould leſg refent the Preference you give againſt me, 
I will fing or dance with him for his Ears: Turn him 
looſe te me, 1 will fight him, if that be neceſſary to 
obtain your Favour; or do any Thing in the World to 
ſhew you how much J am, and ſhall ever be, if you 
will permit it, | 


Yeur very humble Admirer. 


. 
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Ffumorous Satire on Snuff-taking. 
8 IR, 


T cannot be deemed impertinent to addreſs you on 
I a Subject, when I declare myſelf ignorant, whee 
ther or no it refers to your particular Practice. It is 
that of Snuff-taking, which I cannot help regarding as 
a national Plague, that, like another epidemical Dif- 
temper, has taken hold of our Noſes. You Authors 
may, perhaps, claim it as a Privilege, fince Snuff is 
{uppoſed by you to whet the Invention, and every one 
x not poſſeſſed of Bayes's admirable Receipt, the Spi- 
rit of Brains ; but give RY to tell you, that Snuff 


2 ſhould 
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Knees in the Middle of a Prayer by the violent Cough- 
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ſhould no more be adminiſtered in public, than that of 
Majors's medicinal Compoſition, at four Pence a Pinch, 
or any other Doſe of Phyſic. I know not why People 
ſhould be allowed to annoy their Friends and Acquaint- 


ance, by ſmearing their Noſes with a dirty Powder, 


any more than in uſing an Eye-water, or rubbins thei 
Toth with a j l 220mg 

If a Stranger to this naſty Cuſtom was to obſerve al. 
moſt every one drawing out his Pouncet-box, and ever 
and anon giving it to his Noſe, he would be led to con- 
clude, that we were no better than a Nation of He. 


tentots; and that every one was obliged to cram his Noſ- 


trils with a Quantity of ſcented Dirt, to fence them 


from the diſagreeable Effluvia of the reſt of the Com- 


pany. Indeed it might not be abſurd in ſuch a Stran- 
ger to imagine, that the Perſon he converſed with took 
Snuff, for the ſame Reaſon that another might preſs 
his Noftrils together between his Finger and Thumb, 
to exclude an ill Smell. | 

It is cuſtomary among thoſe polite People the Dutch, 
to carry with them every where their ſhort dingy Pipes, 
and ſmoke and ſpit about a Room, even in the Pre- 
ſence of Ladies. 'This Piece of Good-breeding, how- 
ever ridiculous it may ſeem, is ſurely not more of- 
fenſive to good Manners, than the Practice of Snuff- 
taking: A very Dutchman would think it odd, that a 
People, who pretend to Politeneſs, ſhould be continu- 
ally ſnuffing up a Parcel of Tobacco-duſt; nor can I 
help laughing, when I ſee a Man every Minute ſteal- 
ing out a dirty Muckender, then ſneaking it in again, 
as much aſhamed of his Pocket-companion, as he would 
be to carry a Diſhclout about him. - 

It is, indeed, impoſſible to go into any large Compa- 
ny, without 2 diſturbed by this abominable Prac- 
tice. The Church and the Playhouſe continually echo 
with this Muſic of the Noſe, and in every Corner you 


may hear them in Concert ſnufling, ſneezing, hawking, 


and grunting like a Drove of Hogs. The moſt pathetic 


Speech in a Tragedy has been interrupted by the Blow- 


sin the front and ſide Boxes; and I have 


ing of 
ole Congregation ſuddenly raiſed from their 


known & 
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ing of an old Lady, who had been almoſt choaked by | 
1 Pinch of Snuff in giving Vent to an Ejaculation, A, | 
celebrated Actor has ſpoiled his Voice by this abſurd 


Treatment of his Noſe, which has made his Articula- 
tion as dull and drowſy as the Hum of a Bag-pipe ; and 


the Parſon of our Pariſh is often forced to brea off in j 
the Middle of a Period, to ſnort behind his white | 
Handkerchief, = 


It is not a Wonder, Mr. Town, that Snuff, which is | 
certainly an Enemy to Dreſs, ſhould yet gain Admit- 
tance among thoſe, who have no other Merit than their 
Cloaths ? I am not to be told, that your Men of Fa- 
ſhion take Snuff — to diſplay a white Hand, perhaps, 
or the Brilliancy of a Diamond- ring; and I am confi- 
dent, that Numbers would never have defiled themſelves. 
with the Uſe of Snuff, had they not been ſeduced: by 
the Charms of a faſhionable Box. The Man of Taſte 
takes his Straſburgb veritable Tabac from a right Paris. 
Paper Box, and the pretty Fellow uſes a Box of poliſh- 
ed Metal, that, by often opening it, he may have the 
Opportunity of ſtealing a Glance at his own ſweet Per- 
ſon, reflected in the Lid of it. 

Though I abhor Snuff-taking myſelf, and would as 
ſoon be ſmothered in a Cloud raiſed by ſmoaking To- 
bacco, as I would willingly ſuffer the leaſt Atom of it to 
tickle my Noſe, yet am I expoſed to many diſguſting 
Inconveniencies from the Uſe of it by others. Some- 
times I am choaked by drawing in with my Breath ſome 
of the fineſt Particles together with the Air; and I am 
frequently ſet a ſneezing by the odorous EMuvia arif- 
ing from the Boxes that ſurround me. But it is not on- 
ly my Senſe of Smelling that is offended: You will 

ſtare when I tell you, that I am forced to taſte, and e- 
ven to eat and drink this abominable Snuff, If I drink 
Tea with a certain Lady, I generally perceive what eſ- 
Capes from her Fingers ſwimming at the top of my Cup; 
but it is always attributed to the Foulneſs of the Milk, 
or Droſs of the Sugar, I never dine at a particular 
Friend's Houſe, but I am ſure to have as much Rapp! 
as Pepper with my Turnips; nor can I drink my Ta- 
ble-beer out of the ſame Mug with hi . fear-of 
Coughing from his Snuff, if not the Liq ing the 

| H 3 1 


wrong 
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wrong Way. Such eternal Snuff-takers as my Friend 
ſhould, I think, at Meal-times, have a Screen flapping 
down over the Noſe and Mouth, under which they 
might convey their Food, as you may have ſeen at the 
Maſquerade ; or, at leaſt, they ſhould be ſeparated 
from the reſt of the Company, and placed by them- 
ſelves at the Side-table, like the Children. 
This Practice of Snuff-taking, however inexcuſeable 
in the Men, is ſtill more abominable in the other Sex. 
Neatneſs and Cleanlineſs ought to be always cultivated 
among the Women; but how can any Female appear 
tolerably clean, who ſo induftriouſly bedaubs herſelf 
with Snuff? I have with Pain obſerved the Snow-white 
Surface cf an Handkerchief or Apron ſullied with the 
Scatterings from the Snuff-box; and whenever I ſes 
a Lady thus beſmeared with Scotch or Hawannab, I con- 
ſider her as no cleanlier than the Kitchen-wench 
ſcouring her Braſſes, and begrimed with Brick-duſt and 
Fuller's Earth. Houſewifery Accompliſhments are at 
preſent ſeldom required in a well-bred Woman: Or 
elſe I ſhould little expect to find a Wife in the leaſt 
notable, who keeps up ſuch a conſtant Correſpondence 
between her Fingers and Noſe; nor indeed would a- 
ny one think her Hands at all fit to be employed in 
making a Pudding. 
It ſhould be remembered by the younger Part of 
your fair Readers, that Snuff is an implacable Enemy 
io the Complexion, which in Time is ſure to take 2 
Tinge from it: They ſhould therefore be as cautious 
of acquiring a fallow Hue from this Bane of a 
iair Skin, as of being tanned or freckled by expoſing 
their delicate Faces to the ſcorching Rays of the Sun. 
Beſides, as the Noſe has been always reckoned a prin- 
cipal Ornament of the Face, they ſhould be as careful 
to preſerve the Beauty of it as of any other Feature, 
and net ſuffer it to be undermined or bloated by ſo per- 
nicious an Application as Snuff-taking. For my own 
Part, 1 ſhould as ſoon admire a celebrated 'Toaſt with 
po Noſe at all; as to ſee it proſtituted to fo vile a Pur- 
poſe. They ſhould alſo conſider, that the Noſe is ſi- 
tuated very near the Lips; and what Reliſh can a Lo- 
ver find in the Honey of the latter, i at age” 
ime 
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Time he is obliged to come into cloſe Contact with the 
former? Rather than Snuff-taking ſhould prevail a- 


mong the Ladies, I would wiſh it were the Faſhion for 


them to wear Rings in their Noſes, like the ſavage Na- 
tions: Nay, I could even carry it fill farther, and 
oblige thoſe pretty Females, who could be ſtill Slaves 
to Snuff, to have their Noſtrils bored through as well as 


their Ears, and inſtead of Jewels, to bear Rolls of Pig- 


tail bobbing over their upper Lips. 

We cannot otherwiſe account for this Faſhion amon 
the Women, ſo unnatural to their Sex, than that they 
want Employment for their Hands, It was formerly 


no Reflection for a young Lady to be ſeen in the beſt 
Company buſied with her Work: But a Girl now-a- 


days would as ſoon be ſurpriſed in twirling a Spinning. 


weel, as in handling a 'Thread-paper, The Fan or the 
Snuft-box are now the only * acl 


coming, to have the Fore- finger pricked and ſcarified 
with the Point of a Needle, than to ſee it embrowned 
with ſqueezing together a filthy Pinch of Snuff. 


1 am, $ 1 X, 
Your humble Servant, &c. 


nn 


LETTER 


A humorous Epiſtle of Neighbourly Occurrences and 


News ta a Bottle C ompanien Abroad. 
Dear Bob, 


* 


Preſident of the jovial Society of Honeſt Fellows. 


ou doubtleſs expect from me an Account of What has 
happened among your old Acquaintance ſince you have 
been Abroad. f 
or three Years always make vaſt Alterations in mature 
Life, you would be ſurpriſed at the Havock and 


Changes that ſmall Space of Time has made in the Cir- 
cle of our Acquaintance. To begin then with myſelf : 1 
H 4 have 


ts they dare to 
uſe in Public: Vet ſurely it would be much more be- 
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1. gave me Pleaſure to hear that you ſtill continues 


will give it you, and, bating that two 


—— S< 
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have had the Misfortune to loſe my Son Fo; and 
Daughter Judy is married, and has brought me ano. 
ther 7o. ack Kidd of the Fountain, where we kept our 
Club, has loſt his Wife, who was a ſpecial Bar-keeper, 
got his Maid Priſe. with Child—you remember the 
Slut by her mincing Airs—married her, and is broke: 
But not til! he had, with his horrid Stum, poiſoned 
Half the Society. We begzn to complain of his Wine, 
yeu know, before you left us; and I told him he ſhould 
let u have Neat, who drank our Gallons, if he was 
honeſt to Hime; and, if he was to regard Con/cience 
as well as Intereſt, muſt do leſs Harm by diſpenſing his 
Rats bane to thoſe who drank Pints, than to thoſe ho- 
neſt Fellows who ſwallowed Gallons, and, in fo hand- 
ſome a Dole of the one, muſt take a too large Quan- 
tity of the other: But the Dog was incorrigible; for 
he went on brewing and poiloning, till he killed his 
beſt Cuſtomers: And then what could he expect? 
Why, what followed; for truly, Bob, we began to 
tumble like rotten Sheep, As thus: The Dance was 
begun by that ſeaſoned Sinner Tim. Brackley, the Half- 
int Man, who was always ſotting by himſelf, with 
on I hers in the Morning, his Correctives after Din- 
ner, and Dige/tives at Night, and at laſt ti pp'd off of 
one of the Kitchen-benches in an Apoplexy. Tis 
true, he was not of our Club; though we might have 
taken Warning by 4is Fall, as the Saying is; but 
were above it. So the Rot got among us; and firſt, 
honeſt laughing Jack Adams kick'd up of a Fever. 
Tom. Dandy fell into a Jaundice and Dropſy, and, 
when his Doctor ſaid he was mending, ſlipp*d through 
their Fingers, in Spite of their Art and Aſſurance. 
Roger Harman, the Punſter, then tipp'd off the Perch, 
after very little Warning, and was followed in a Week 
by Arthur Sykes. Ralph Atkins bid us Good-by in a 
few Months after him. And Ber. Tomlyns, who, you 
remember, would never go Home ſober, tumbled down 
Stairs, and broke his Collar-bone. His Surgeon took 
him firſt, a Fever next, then his Docter; and then, as 
it were of Courſe, Dea/h; A natural Round enough, 
you will ſay, Bob, His Widow made a handſome Bu- 
rial for poor Ben, took on prievouſly, and — 
wy | | * 
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Weeks married her Journeyman. Hawkins was 
a long Time ailing, yet would not leave off; ſo he died, 
as one may ſay, of a more natural Death. Ralph Raw- 
lins fell ſick, after a large Doſe ; and had ſo narrow an 
Eſcape, that he was frightened into a Regimen, and 
now drinks Aſſes Milk of another Complexion than 
that which gave him his Malady; and, between Phy- 
fic and the Hip, ſerves for a Momento Mori to others, and 
neither lives nor dies himſelf, While honeſt Captain 
Tinker, who was deep gone in a Conſumption, is in 
very little better Caſe: And if any Thing ſaves him and 
me, and the reſt of our once numerous Society, it will 
be the Bankruptcy.of our worthy Landlord ; for that 
has quite broke us up. : 

So much for the Club, Bob. Now to the Neigbbour- 
hood about us, that you and I knew next beſt. 

Ferry Jenkins, the prim Mercer, has had a Statute 
taken out againſt him, and five Shillings in the Pound 
is all the Reſult of his pragmancal Fluttering. 
Dan. Pecock, the Draper, has had an Eſtate left him, 
and quitted Buſineſs: While Sam. Simpſon, the Grocer, 
has loſt one in Law, and gone mad upon it. See, 
Bob, the Ups and Downs of this tranſitory State! Har- 
ry Barlow, the Turkey Merchant, has left off to his Ne- 
phew, and now pines for want of Employment. Jo- 
ſhua Williams, the Cheeſemonger, a ſtrange projecting 
Fellow, you know! is —_ out of his Shop into a 
Sponging-houſe by his own Maggots. Jobn Jones, the 
Organiſt, 1s married to Sykes's Daughter Peggy, who 
74 an errant Shrew, and has broke about his Head 

is beſt Cremona Fiddle, in the Sight of half a dozen 
Neighbours. The Wife of Fob Jebnſon, our Sword- 
cutler, has eloped from him. You know, they always 
lived like Dog and Cat, Paul Lanes Daughter Poll 
has had a Baſtard by ' Squire W7//or's Coachman ; and 
the Squire's own Daughter, Miſs Nelly, has run awa 
with her Father's Poſtilion. Dick Fenkyns, that vile 
Rake and Beau, is turned Quater; and that ſtill great- 
er Libertine, Peter Mottram, Methodiſt : While old Sa- 
tan, to make up his Loſs in theſe two, has ſubdued 
Will Wigley and Tom Allen, who you know uſed to be 

very hopeful young Fellows, and are now Rakes of the 


5 Town, 
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Town. Tony Williams I had like to have forgot, He 
has cheated all our ExpeRations, having 'ſcaped the 
Gallows, and died a natural Death, after an hundred 
Rogueries, every one of which deſerved Han ing. 
| Parſon Matthews goes on preaching and Hell ex- 
_ cellently, and has ſtill as many Admirers as Hearers, 
but no Preferment: While old clumſy Parſon Drome- 
 Aary is made a Dean, and has Hopes, by his Siſter's 
Means, who 1s a Favourite of a certain great Man, to 
be a Biſhop. _ 

As to the News of a public Nature, the Papers, which 
no Doubt you ſee in the monthly Collections at leaſt, 
will inform you beſt of that. By them however you 
will find very little Judgment to be formed of our Af. 
fairs, or our Miniſters, as to the one being, and the o- 
ther doing, Right or Wrong. For while * are made 
as black as Devils on one Side, they are made as white 
as Angels on the other. They never did one good 
Thing, ſays the Enemy. They never did one bad 
one, ſays the Friend. For my own Part, I think, 
conſidering the undoubted Truth of the Maxim, Hu- 
manum eft,errare, and how much eaſier it is to find a 
Fault than to mend one; the Gentlemen in the Admi- 
niſtration will be well off, if the Public will middle the 
Matter between the two Extremes. Mean Time one 
Side goes on, accuſing without Mercy; the others ac- 
quitting without Shame. * Tis the Buſineſs of one Set 
of Papers to beſpatter and throw Dirt, and of the o- 
ther to follow after them, with a Scrubbing-bruſh and 
a Diſh-clout : And after all—the one bedaubs fo plen- 
tifully, and the other wipes off ſo ſlovenly, thar, let me 
be hanged, Bob, if I'd appear on Change with the Coat 
on my Back that a certain great Man ſtalks about in, 
without Concern, when theſe Dawbers and Scourers 
have done their worſt and their beſt upon it. But *tis 
a, great Matter to be uſed to ſuch a Coat. And a great 
Happineſs, I'll warrant, your Name-ſake thinks it, that 
with all this Rubbing and Scrubbing, 1t does not ap- 

ear threadbare yet, after twenty Years Wear, and an 
| cot rh People trying to pick Holes in it. ENT”; 
But I have done with my News, and my Politicks, 


* in which I was ever but a Dabbler; and having — 
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ten a terrible long Letter, and given you, as it were, 
the World in Miniature, think it Time to cloſe it; 
which I ſhall do with wiſhing, that now our poiſoning 
Landlord Kidd is broke and gone, you were among us 
your old Friends now-and-then, to enliven us with your 
chearful Pipe, as you uſed to do in the Days of Tore, 
when we were all alive and merry. And with this 
hearty Wiſh, I conclude myſelf, dear Bos, 


Your old Bottle- Companion, 
and humble Servant, 
Thomas Suckwell. 


LETT. *: 
To an old Lady who ſmoaked Tobacco. 
MAD AM, 


ERMIT me to adviſe you not to part with the in- 
y nocent Diverſion of Smoaking, though cenſured 


y the officious World. In the r Place, Madam, it 
is healthful, and as Galen, De U/u Partium, rightly ob- 
ſerves, is a ſovercign Remedy for the Tooth-ach, the 
conſtant Perſecutor of old Ladies. Secondly, Tobacco, 
th-ugh it be a heatheniſh Weed, is a great Help to 
Chriſtian Meditations, which is the Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, 
that recommends it to our Parſons; the Generality of 
whom can no more write a Sermon without a Pipe in 
their Mouths, than a Concordance in their Hands. Be- 
ſides, every Pipe you Þreak may ſerve to put you in 
Mind of Mortality, and ſhew you upon what tender Ac- 
cidents Man's Life depends. I know a diſſenting Mi- 
niſter, who, on Faſt- days, uſed to mortify upon a Rump 
of Beef, becauſe it put him, as he ſaid, in Mind, that 
all Fleſh was Graſs; but I am ſure, much more m 
be learned from Tobacco. It may inſtruct you that 


—_ „, 


Riches, Beauty, and all the Glories of this World, 
vaniſh like a Vapour. Thirdly, it is a pretty Play- 
thing ; a Pipe 1s the ſame Thing with an old Woman, 
that a Gallant is to a young one, by the ſame Token 


they 
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they make both water at the Mouth. Fourtbiy and 
lafth, it is faſhionable, at leaſt it is in a fair Way of 
being ſo; cold Tea, you know, has been this long 
while in Reputation at Court; and the Gill as natu. 
rally uſhers in the Pipe, as the Sword-bearer walks be- 
fore the Lord-Mayor. 


Jam, Madam, 
Your maſt obedient humble Servant. 


„ 


WS” 


LETTER VI. 
To a Lady, with a Looking-glaſs, after having 


broke her's, 
MADAM, 


A CCEPT this as a Reſtitution, not a Preſent, which 

though it may ſeem of a trifling Value, yet if 
you look attentively upon it, it will ſhew you one of 
the moſt charming Obje&s in the World. To keep 
you no longer in Suſpence, you will ſee there the Pic- 
ture of my Miſtreſs. I ſhould not care to make this 
Diſcovery to another Perſon, but think I may venture 
to confide in you without being thought indiſcreet. [ 
muſt tell you, that you will ſee there two charming 
Eyes, ſuch Eyes as are worth a thouſand others; but 
then I muſt confeſs they are very miſchievous. I know 
you have an abſolute Power oyer them, and that they 
are entirely at your Diſpoſal. Wherefore I take the 
Liberty of beſeeching you to order the Matter fo, that 
I may be no longer a Sufferer by them; which will in- 
finitely oblige, 
Madam, 

Yaur moſt humble 

and moſt obedient Servant, &&. 


— 


L E TTF 0h 


On being confined at Home on Sunday. 
"MADAM, 
OTHING but Indiſpoſition ſhall detain me from 


N Church another Sunday. Mrs. —— going = 


— — 


— —_ 


— — 
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ther this Afternoon, would not permit her little Dogs 
to accompany her, for fear of wetting their Feet, but 
left them under my Care at Home; a Truft which 
brought me no ſmall Fear and Vexation, as the Seg 
quel will inform you. ; 

I had ſcarce turried over a Leaf in Dr. Tillotſon, 
when I was alarm'd with an unuſual Rumbling over 
my Head:. Some Rogues, I warrant ye, thought I 
with myſelf; they are got into the Houſe, beliey- 
ing there is no Body at Home; for | was ſhut up in the 
Parlour, With that I ſtepped to my Sword, which 
ſtood peaceably behind the Clock, and having drawn 
it, ole ſoftly up Stairs, and advanced with great Bold. 
reſs towards the Door, from whence the Noiſe come, 
carrying my Point before me; but when I entered, 
with Villians and Robbers at my Tongue's End, I 
found nothing worſe in the Chamber, than two little 
Shock Dogs at play upon a Table : Shame and Anger 
now poſſeſſed me, inſtead of my late Reſolution and 
Magnanimity, and I ſneak'd down Stairs, driving 
however the Enemy before me. . 

Neither pleaſed with myſelf nor my Adventure, I 
ſate down to compoſe my Spirits, and ſmoak a Pipe; 
but, while I was filling it, I heard a Ruſtling and 
Scratching ſomewhere near me, but could not ſee 
what cauſed it: Having looked high and low, and 
being ſtill at a Loſs, this, ſays I, muſt certainly be 
8 Wrinkle, 1 remember I denied the old Witch 


a Pipe of Tobacco two Months ago, and now ſhe is 


come to be revenged. Whilſt I was ſpeaking | heard 
ſomething fall, which calling abroad my Eyes, I per- 
ceived the Pepper-Box rolling along the Boards with- 
out any Aſſiſtance; and, before I had Time to bleſs 
myſelf, a Salt-cellar, of its own Accord, came trund- 
ling after it. 
his confirmed my Apprehenſions, and I lifted: up 
my Hands, and would certainly have fallen upon my 
Knees, had not a ſudden Diſcovery prevented me; tir 
Cat had got into the Beaufet among the Glaſſes, and 
given Life and Motion to the above-named Utenſils, 
and ſet them a travelling. 711 290F 


1 was glad to find it was no worſe, and, taking her 


Ty « 
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by the Tail, endeavoured to pull her down; but 
Paſs, reſolving to maintain her Ground, cloſely em- 
braced a Glaſs Decantes, and fternly diſplay'd her out- 
. rageous Fangs at me. This wrathful Threatening from 
the Cat put new Dread into me, almoſt as great as the 
laſt, and I ſtood trembling and praying for myſelf and 
the Decanter, and deviſing Means to fave both of us. 
At laſt 4 bethought me of the Poker, which I had pur 
Into the Fire to kindle my Pipe with, and taking it 
from thence clapped it red-hot to her Noſe. This a- 
waken'd freſh Fury in my Adverſary, and ſhe flew di- 
rectly at me; but, miſſing my Face, did me no Harm. 

Theſe ſeveral Frights being over, I again betook 
myſelf to Dr. Tillotſan; but, alas, Madam, Misfor- 
tunes never come ſingle! A Whelp juſt come from 
Nurſe had got under the Grate, and a Coal falling up. 
on him, he ſet up ſuch a lamentable Outcry, as diſ- 
compoſed me more than all my paſt Fears had done; 
tor I hate Noiſe mortally, as much as you fine Ladies 
hate a Cat or an old Batchelor : I therefore ran out 
of Doors with all my Might, and ſtaid in the Stable 
(for it rained) half an Hour good, ti the Creature had 
done bewailing himſelf. 

Once more, with as much Calmneſs as one in my 
Circumſtances could practiſe, I placed myſelf in my 
Chair, and was ſummoning into my Thoughts divers 
Arguments for the Exerciſe of Patience, To be moved 
and tranſported, ſaid J, upon little Provocations, ar- 
gues a little Spirit. Paſſion, like other ill Habits, im- 
proves by Indulgence. He who cannot bear Noiſe 
muſt cork himſelf up in a Bottle, and never look Day- 
light 1a the Face. What if I had been bred a Miller, 
or a Brazier, or, which 1s worſe than either, been 
married for my Sins to the Counteſs of ? 

As I was thus chaſtizing myſelf, Slut and Chloe went 
to Loggerheads, about a Bone, fiercely and loudly ; 
the little Beagle ſtood at a Diſtance and barked ; Tray 
grumbled, and ſnatched away the Prize from them all; 
and then they all with open Mouths fell upon him. 

In this Confuſion and Uproar, what does poor [ 
but fret and ſtorm, and ſeize once more my faithful 


Weapon, the Poker. But, as 1 ſtarted from my Yor 


— 8 


though I have lived ſo many Years in the Army with- 
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to command the Peace, I unluckily trod upon the Tail 
of the ſaid youngſter, who exalted his Throat louder 
than ever. | | | 

I now loſt all Patience ; I overturned the Table, 
threw away the Poker, and took the other Race to the 
Stable. Having there curſed my Stars, and ſapported 
the Manger another half Hour, I made bold to return, 
and cleared the Houſe of all the Dogs that were in it, 

Hoping now for ſome Reſpite and Eaſe, I threw 
myſelf into my Chair, but ſo peeviſh and diſcompoſed, 
that neither Divinity nor Tobacco would go down 
with me. All I could do was to cut my Nails, and 
gaze on the Fire, In ſhort, J looked as ſimple as I 
uſed to do, when you, Madam, looked coy, 

Bat even this ſtupid Condition of mine had Quiet. 
neſs in it, and therefore I -was not ſuffered to enjoy it 
long. The excluded. Curs kept ſcraping and yelping 
at the Door, and ſo filled me with new Rage and Re- 
ſentment. So J pulled my Hat off the Pin where it 
hung, and running to the Door full Speed, opened it 


to my reſtleſs Foes, and left the Houſe, with a hearty 


Prayer, to themſelves. | 

I am now at a publick Houſe, making my Com- 
plaint to you, If you, Madam, do not hear and pity 
me, I know none elſe that will, Continue always a 
good merry Maid, till Heaven and yourſelf permit me 
to make you otherwiſe, 


Jan, Madam, 


Your moſt affetionate 
humble Servant. 


TIE - — n — 
LET TER VIE 
Humorous Letter, on the Conſequence of flanding ap 
for the lean Women againſt the fat. | 
SIR, 
1 E following odd Adventure will, I preſume, 


contribute ſomewhat to your Amuſement. Al- 


out 
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out a Quarrel upon my Hands, I am now engaged ia 
a very ſtrange one; and what do you think was the 
Occation of it? You muſt know, I dined very peace - 
ably at my own Lodgings; and, after Dinner was o- 
ver, I took a Walk with four or five Gentlemen in 
the Garden, We had exhauſted all the public News 
at Dinner, we had drained the Gazettes and the Mer. 
curies, talked over the Diſorders of Poland, and the 
Troubles of Hungary; and what ſhould our Diſcourſe 
run upon now but Women ? You cannot expeR, that 
the Converſation of Soldiers ſhould turn upon Matters 
of Gallantry, in ſo fine and delicate a Manner as the 
Converſation in Clælia. Thus, we did: not amuſe our- 
ſelves about the Difference between Love and Friend. 
ſhip, or aſſign the preciſe Limits between Eſteem and 
Inclinatiön. The Queſtion in Debate was, which 
were the handſomeſt of the two, the lean Women, or 
the fat? Since I was obliged to chuſe one of theſe two 
Extremes, I reſolved to declare myſelf in Favour of 
the lean. There happened to be a broken Captain 
in Company, who began to maintain the oppoſite 
Side; but with as much Fury and Eagerneſs, as if he 
had been going to engage an Enemy; ſo that I was 
forced to raiſe the Pitch of my Voice to keep up with 
him. He pretended that there was Grace and Ma- 
Jeſty in a fat Woman, which commanded ReſpeR and 
Adoration from all that ſaw her. All this I turned 
into Ridicule, and performed my Part ſo happily, 
that I had all the Laughter on my Side. When it 
came to my military Man's Turn to jeer the lean, 
not a Man of us ſeconded his Raillery. This went to 
the very Heart and Soul of him. As for me, I ex- 
preſſed myſelf in the Language of a Conqueror ; and 
I muſt own to you, that my Vanity was not a little 
puffed up, with having gained fo important a Victory 
for the lean, My Spark, enraged at his Defeat, be- 
an at laſt to be ſcurrilous, and addreſſed himſelf per- 
— to me; but the Company thought it become 
them, in Point of Prudence, to put a Stop to the 
Controverſy. They told me, that the Captain was 
"a paffionate Admirer of a fat Lady, which made him 
. eſpoule the Intereſt of all that yere in her Co 
<7 | ances z 
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ſtances; but this they ought to have informed me of 
before, by ſome Sign or other; and as I was 
not in Love with any lean Woman, I ſhould not 
have conteſted the Point with him. It is about 
fifteen Days ago. Since this Diſpate * 
T have made ſeveral Advances to my furious 
Antagoniſt, to make him forget this Affair; but 
he does not ſeem diſpoſed to hear of any Terms of 
Accommodation. I ſuppoſe by this Means he hopes 
to ingratiate himſelf with his Miſtreſs, and that, 
among other Proteſtations, he has ſwore to her, by 
all that is good and facred, never to forgive the 
preſumptuous Wretch that ſhould think irreverently 
of a double Chin and a Tun-helly. Yeſterday 1 had 
engaged to wait upon a pretty young Lady at a cer- 
tain Hour, when I knew I ſhould have an Opportuni- 
ty of finding her alone. The Time was juſt approach- 
ing, and my Chairmen being out of the Way, I was 
forced to trudge it on Foot, when, eg chro' a nar- 
| row Lane, I came full butt upon my Captain, who- 
| cried out in an angry Tone, *Slife, Sir, I have not for- 
got your late ſaucy Language; but, not having a Mi- 
nute to loſe, I anſwered him with the ſame Bluntneſs, ' 
and without ſo much as looking at him, told him, that 

I was not at Leiſure to fight ; and ſoon I marched, hav-. 
ing ſomething elſe todo. He would have been raviſhed 

to have had an Opportunity to tilt with me; but, to 
deal plainly with you, I did not think it worth while, 
at that Time to go to Loggerheads with him. Tbe 
Lord knows what will become of this Buſineſs ; but it 
would be pleaſant enough, if our merry Diſpute about 
fat and lean Ladies ſhould bring us before thoſe two 
worthy Gentlemen the Marechals of France. I am in- 
formed, that my Adverſary goes about from Houſe to 
Houſe, ſtirring and prepoſſeſſing all fat People againſt 
me; and indeed I have obſerved of late, that the 
look upon me with a very evil Eye. Now what ſhall 

1 do, my dear Friend, in ſo prefling a Danger? I 


think I have no other Card left me to play, but to 
arm all the lean ones in my Defence, I 


. Jam, Sir, 
Yoar moſt humble, and maß obedient Servant, æc. 
LETTER 


4 
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52 LET TE R 


' Lord Rocheſter o a Nobleman. 
Har ry) 


VO cannot ſhake off the Stateſman entirely; for 
1 I perceive you have no Opinion of a Letter, that 
is not almoſt a Gazette: Now to me, who thinks 
the World as giddy as myſelf, I care not which Way 
it runs, and am fond of no News, but the Proſperit 
of my Friends, and the Continuance of their Kindneſs 
ta me, which is the only Error I wiſh to continue in 
them: For my own Part, I am not at all ſtung with 
my Lord M——'s mean Ambition, but I aſpire to my 
Lord L——s generous Philoſophy : They who would 
be great in our little Government, ſeem as ridiculous 
to: me as School-Boys, who with much Endeavour, 
and ; ſome Danger, climb a Crab-Tree, and ven- 
ture their Necks for Fruit, which ſolid Pigs would 
diſdain, if they were not ſtarving, Theſe Reflections, 
how idle ſoever they ſeem to the buſy, if taken into 
Conſideration, would ſave you many a weary Step in 
the Day, and help G -y to many an Hour's Sleep, 
which he wants in the Night: But G would 
be rich, and, by my Troth, there is ſome Senſe in 
that: Pray remember me to him, and tell him, !-wiſh 
bim many Millions, that his Soul may find Reſt. You 
write me Word, that I'm out of Favour with a cer- 
tain Poet, whom J have ever admired, for the Diſpro- 
potion of him and his Attributes: He is a Rarity 
which I cannot but be fond of, as one would be of 
a Hog that could fiddle, or a linging Owl. If he 
falls upon me at the Blunt, which is his very good 
Weapon in Wit, I will forgive him, if you pleaſe, and 
leave the Repartee to Black Will, with a Cudgel. 
And now, my dear Harry, if it may agree with your 
Affairs to ſhew yourſelf in the Country this „ 
contrive ſuch a Crew together as may not be * 
of paſſing by Woodſtock, and, if you can egy 
Alderman G=—— , we will make a Shift to de- 
light his Gravity. I am forry for the declining 


— * 
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at this Time; for that is true Pride, and I delight in 
it. ROCHESTER. 


——_{ _ 
x —_ _ 


EFF FTT 


From the Same. 


HIS Day I teceived the unhappy News of my 

own Death and Burial, But, hearing what 
Heirs and Succeſſors were decreed in my Place, and 
chiefly in my Lodgings, it was no ſmall Joy to me 
that thoſe Tidings prove untrue. My Paſſion for living 
is ſo encreaſed, that I omit no Care of myſelf, which, 
before, I never thought Life worth the Trouble. of 
taking. The King, who knows me to. be a very 
ill natured Man, will not think it an eaſy Matter for 
me to die, now I live chiefly out of Spite. Dear Mr, 
Saville, afford me ſome News from your Land of the 
Living, And tho? I have little Curioſity to hear who's 
well, yet I would be glad my few Friends were ſo, of 
„hom you are no more the leaſt than the leaneſt. L 
have better Compliments for you, but that may not 
look ſo ſincere, as I would have you believe I amy 
when I profeſs myſelf, | | 


Your faithful, affefionate humble Ser want, 
ROCHESTER. 


. - 
— _ _— 


LE:T-T E:B*- 2K, <-- 
From the Same to Cleora. 


Auguſt 11, 1756. 

HO! it is but a few Hours fince J parted from my 

Cleora, yet I haye already, you fee, taken up, 

my Pen to write to you: You muſt not expect, how- 
ever, in this, or in any of my future Letters, that I ſay. - 

fine Things to you, ſince I only intend to tell you true 

ones. My Heart is too full to be regular, and too ſin- 

; „ 
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ſure to put it in any other than a looſe Mornin 
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cere to be ceremonious, I have changed the Manner, 
not the Stile, of my former Converſation: And 1 
write to you as I uſed to talk to you, without Form 
or Art, Tell me then, with the ſame undiſſembled 
Sincerity, what Effect this Abſence has upon your 
uſual Chearfulneſs? As I will honeſtly confeſs, on my 
own Part, that I am too intereſted to wiſh a Circum- 
ſtance, ſo little conſiſtent with my own Repoſe, ſhould 
be altogether reconcileable to yours, I have attempt- 
ed, however, to purſue your Advice, and divert my- 
ſelf by the Subject you recommend to my Thoughts: 
But it is impoſſible, I perceive, to turn off the Mind 
at once from an Object which it has long dwelt up- 


on with Pleaſure. My Heart, like a poor Bird which 


is hunted from her Neſt, is ſtill returning to the Place 
of its AﬀeCtions, and, after ſome vain Efforts to fly off, 


ſettles again where all its Cares and all its Tender- 
neſs are centered, Adieu. F- 


—— — — 


* 


* 


LETTER XI. 


From a Lady, relating an Account of her Fourne) 


8 2 1 Fueter. 


S we have one good Quality in our Sex, beyond 
A what yours can boaſt of, that is, ſeldom to make 
a Promiſe without a Deſign to keep it, I have there- 
fore been careful to let you ſee I cannot eaſily forget 
any Thing, which ſo great an Obligation as my Word 


engaged me to remember; and as there was nothing 


needful but a bare Remembrance of my Promiſe to 
induce me to preſerve it; ſo I hope, on your Part, 
there will be nothing more required, to render what 
I have ſent you acceptable, than a Willingneſs to re- 
ceive it. I confeſs I have given you but a rude Ac- 
count of my Journey, every Part juſt ſcribbled over 
with as much Freedom as it was acted, eng oo" 

reſs, 
not queſtioning but it may pleaſe you as well with- 
out the Formalities of Stile, as a pretty Woman, with - 
out Stays, may ſome of your Acquaintance. 1 


f 


In the firſt Place, I ſhall give you a rough Draught 
of thoſe diſorderly Mortals our Company was com- 
poſed of in the Stage Coach, viz, A Barriſter at Law, 
an Attorney's Clerk, a Corniſh Juſtice, a Taylor, and 
a Valet to a Parliament Man that would be ; but ſome 
Diſpute m_—_ in the Election, prevents me fixing his 
Title; that, had I been travelling in a Dutch Scout, 
or a Graveſend Tilt-Boat, I could not have been treat- 
ed with leſs Manners, or teazed with more Imperti- 
nence, a 1 ä 
The Juſtice, notwithſtanding the Government's Care 
for the Reformation of Vice, was as drunk as a Dutch 
Captain before he engages, and, for the firſt Day, 
talked of nothing but Fox-Hounds, March Beer, 
Warrants, Whipping-Poſts, and Vagabonds; hallow- 
ing as laudably in every Interval of Nonſenſe, as if he 
had been riding in three-quarters Speed, at the Heels 
of his Beagles, larding his other Qualifications, now 
and then, with a hey down, ho down, &c. which 
gave me good Reaſon to ſuſpe& he had been much 
more converſant with Robin Hood's Ballads, than 
with Keeble's Statutes, underſtanding the latter, I be- 
lieve, as much as a German Juggler does Necroman- 
cy, or a Lord Mayor State Policy. | 
The Limbs of the Law were much diſturbed at his 
Bawling; for I conceive they love No-Body's Noiſe 
but their own. They deſired him to ſleep; but he 
cried, Zounds, Sir, I won't fleep. I don't care a F—t 
tor your Anger, I'm a Juſtice of Peace, and worth 
Thirty Thouſand Pounds, and am the head Man where 
I live; and by G=-—d, if you come to Lancton, I'll 
give you a Glaſs of the beſt' March Beer you ever 
drank in your Life; but I will make a Noiſe if I 
pleaſe, I was in Hopes of ſeeing Law and Juſtice fall 
together by the Ears; but, at laſt, Juſtice ſlept, and 
Lew got the better by ſurviving it. | 
The Taylor, had you ſeen him, you would have 
ſworn he had been broke by the Jubilee Beaux ; for 
he had Lines of Faith in his Face, and his Cloaths 
bore the Marks of Poverty. He complained very 
much of Truſting, and I find 'tis a common Calamity, 
and ruins more Families than a State Lottery, 


The 
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The Valet perſonated his Maſter to a Tittle, end 


Was as arrogant and noiſy as &er a Country Squire 
in Exgland. 55 | 


4 


Now, if I were to be hang'd; I can't tell who had 


"moſt Manners of all theſe. The Lawyer ſlept a Dog 


Sleep moſt Part of the Way, I ſuppoſe the better to 


-Fuminate on the Cauſes he had in Hand. The Clerk 


was as impertinent as a Midwife at a Goſſiping, I was 
as dull as an old Woman at a Funeral. They failed 
not to eat and drink heartily upon the Road, nor to 
make me club to the Reckoning. Juſtice and Law 
were both of a Side, and the Courts of Equity being 
very chargeable, I choſe to ſubmit upon any Terms, 
rather than ſeek for Remedy. | 

After the Fatigue of four Days, which might ſerve 
for a reaſonable Pennance for all the Sins I ever com- 
mitted in my Life, I arrived at Exon, where we met 


the Judges entering the Town in as much Triumph, 


as ever Cæſar did Rome after a Victory. The High 
Sheriff rode in as much State as a Colonel of the City 
Train Bands, and much in the ſame Order; only the 
Sheriff marched in the Rear of his Army, and the 
other in the Front. The next Day, being Sunday, 


called by the Natives of the Country Maze Sunday 


(and indeed not without ſome Reaſon, for the People 
looked as if they were gallied) I was waked by a 
tremendous Sound of a Horſe Trumpet, imagined 
ſome Monſter was to be ſeen, and looking out of my 
Window, I ſaw ſeveral Sorts. The firſt were Mrs. 
Sheriff and her Huſband (for Women rule in this Cli- 
mate, and therefore I gave her the Pre-eminence) in 
a triumphant Chariot, erected on Purpoſe for that Oc- 
caſion, with Dick and Doll crouding to ſee their Wor- 
ſhips,” as if it had been his Crariſe Majeſty. The 
Cuſtom, it ſeems, is to conduct them in this Manner to 
the moſt magnificent Church in the Place, where we 
will leave them to their ſeveral Ejaculations. 


4 am your cli ged Servant, 
You Know WHO. 


LETTE 
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LET TER XIII. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby. An Apology for not 


writing, 


OUR making a Sort of Apology for not writing, 

is a very genteel Reproof to me. I know I was 

to blame; but I know I did not intend to be fo, and 

(what is the happieſt Knowledge in the World) I know 

you will forgive me: For ſure nothing is more ſatis- 

factory, than to be certain of ſuch a Friend as will 

overlook one's Failings, 'ſigce every ſuch Inſtance is a 
Conviction of his Kindneſs, 

If I am all my Life to dwell in Intentions, and ne- 
ver to riſe to Actions, I have but too much Need of 
that gentle Diſpoſition which I. experience in you. 
But I hope better 'Things of myſelf, and fully purpoſe + 
to make you a Viſit this Summer at Sherbourne. I am 
told you are all upon Removal very ſpeedily, and 
that Mrs. Mary Digby talks, in a Letter to Lady Scu- 
damore, of ſceing my Lord Batburſt's Wood in her Way. 
dow much I wiſh to be her Guide through that en- 
chanted Foreſt, is not to be expreſſed ; I look upon 
myſelf as the Magician appropriated to the Place, 
without whom no Mortal can penetrate in the Re- 
ceſſes of thoſe ſacred Shades, I could paſs whole 
Days, in only deſcribing to her the future, and as yet 
viſionary Beauties, that are to riſe in thoſe Scenes: 
The Palace that is to be built, the Pavillions that are 
to glitter, the Colonades that are to adorn them; na 
more, the Meeting of the Thames and the Severn, 
which (when the noble Owner has finer Dreams than 
ordinary) are to be led into each other's Embraces 
through ſecret Caverns of not above twelve or fifteen 
Miles, till they riſe and celebrate their Marriage in 
the midſt of an immenſe Amphitheatre, which is to 
be the Admiration of Poſterity an hundred Years 
hence, But till the deſtined Time ſhall arrive that is 
to manifeſt theſe Wonders, Mrs. Digby muſt content 
herl-If with ſeeing what is at preſent no more than 
the fineſt Wood in England. wy 

The Objects that attract this Part of the World are 


of 
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cauſe I unfeignedly have your Good at my Heart, and 
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of a quite different Nature. Women of Quality are 
all turned Followers of the Camp in Hyde Park this 
Year, whither all the Town reſort to magnificent En- 
tertainments given by the Officers. The Scythian La- 
dies, that dwelt in the Waggons of War, were not 
more cloſely attached to the Luggage. The Matrons, 


like thoſe of Sparta, attended their Sons to the Field, 


to be the Witneſſes of their glorious Deeds; the Mai- 
dens, with all their Charms diſplayed, provoke the 
Spirit of the Soldiers; and Tea and Coffee ſupply the 


Place of Lacedemonian black Broth. This Camp ſeems 


crowned with perpetual Victory; for every Sun that 
riſes in the Thunder of Cannon, ſets in the Muſic of 
Violins. | . | 

At Twickenham the World goes otherwiſe. There 
are certain old People who take up all my Time, and 
will hardly allow me to keep any other Company, 
They were introduced here by a Man of their own 


Sort, who. made me perfectly rude to all my Contem- 


poraries, and won't ſo much as ſuffer me to look upon 
them. The Perſon I complain of is the Biſhop of Ro- 


'chefter. Yet he allows me to write three or four Sides 


of Paper to you, and to tell you (what theſe Sort of 
People never tell but with 'Truth and religious Since- 


. rity) that IJ am, and ever will be, 


Your, &c. 


CET. TE KR 0Y> 


From Mr. Pope to the Honorable Mrs. H**, 


Witty Letters undervalued in Compariſon of ſin- 


COTE ONES. 


MADAM, 


LL the Pleaſure or Uſe of familiar Letters, is to 

give us the Aſſurance of a Friend's Welfare; at 

leaſt *tis all I know, who am a mortal Enemy and 
Deſpiſer of what they call fine Letters, - In this View 
I promiſe you, it will always be a Satisfaction to me 
to write Letters, aad to reccive them from you ; be- 


am 
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am that Thing, which many People make only a Subject 
to diſplay their fine Sentiments whom, a Friend : Which 

is a Character that admits of little to be ſaid, till ſome- 
| thing may be done. Now let me fairly tell you, I 
don't like your Style: Tis very pretty, therefore I 
don't like it; and if you write as well as Voiture, I 
would not give a Farthing for ſuch Letters, unleſs I 
were to ſell them to be printed. Methinks I have 
loſt the Mrs, L* I formerly knew, who writ and talk- 
ed like other People, (and ſometimes better) you will 
allow me to ſay, you have not ſaid a ſenſible Word in 
all your Letter, except where you ſpeak of ſhewing 
Kindneſs, and expecting it in Return: But the Ad - 
dition you make about your being but two and twenty, 
is again in the Style of Wit and Abomination. To 
ſhe W you how very unſatisfactorily you wrote, in all 
your Letters you have never told me how you do, In» 
deed I ſee it was abſolutely neceſſary for me to write 
to you, before you continued to take more notice of 
me; for I ought to tell you what you are to expect. 
that is to ſay, Kindneſs, which I never failed (I hope) 
to return; and not Wit, which if I want, I am not 
much concerned, becauſe Judgment is a better Thing; 
and if I had, I would make uſe of it, rather to play 
upon thoſe I deſpiſed, than to trifle with thoſe I lov- 
ed. You ſee, in ſhort, after what Manner you may 
moſt agreeably write io me: Tell me you are my 
Friend, and you can be no more at a loſs about that 
Article, As I have opened my Mind upon this to you, 
it may alſo ſerve for Mr. H, who will ſee by it 
what Manner of Letters he muſt expe&, if he corre- 
{ponds with me. As I am too ſeriouſly yours and his 
Servant to put Terms upon you inſtead of good Wiſhes, 
lo in Return I ſhould have nothing but honeſt plain 
how-da*ye's, and pray remember met; which not being 
fit to be ſhewn to any body for Wit, may be a Proof 


we correſpond only for ourſelves in mere Friendſhip; 
as Goth, God is my Witneſs, 


Your very, &c. 


1 5 Direction: 


= 
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Directions of Addreſs to Perſons of all Ranks, viz, 
ite To the Royal Family. 
a bas the King's moſt Excellent Majeity, Sire, or, May it 
pleaſe your Majeſty. . | 

Io his Royal Highneſs George, Prince of Wales, Sir, or, 

| * it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs. | 
In 


the ſame Manner to the reſt of the Royal Family. 


3 To the Nobility, 
To his Grace the Duke of S. My Lord Duke, or, May it 
pleaſe your Grace, or, Your Grace. ; 
To the Moſt Noble the Marquis of H. My Lord Maręult, 
your Lordſhip. * | | 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of B. My Lord, your Lerd/biþ. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount D. My Lord, 
your Lordſhip. 61 

To the Right Honourable the Lord F. My Lord, your Lordſbip. 

The Ladies are addreſſed according to the Rank ef their 

Huſbands, 
The Sons of Dukes, Marquiſles, and the eldeſt Sons of Earls 
have, by Courteſey of England, the Title of Lord and Right 
Honourable ; and the Title of Lady is given to their Daughters. 
The younger Sons-of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts, and Ba- 
rons, are ſtiled Eſquires, and Honourable, and all their Daugh- 
ters Honourable. | 
The Title of Honourable is likewiſe conferred on ſuch Per- 
ſons as have the King's Comnuſſion, and upon thoſe Gentle- 
men who enjoy Places of Truſt and Honour. 

The Title of Right Honourat li is given to no Commoner, ex- 
cepting thoſe who are Members of his Majeſty's moſt Honour- 
able Privy Council, and the three Lord Mayors of London, York, 
and Dublin, and the Lord Provoſt of Ediuburgb, during their 
Office, RE a; 

a To the Parliament. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, My Lords, or, May it pleaſe your Lord- 


5. 

Fo the Right Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes in Parliament aſſembled, Gentlemen, or, May it pleaſe 
your Honours. | * Fon 

To the Right Honourable A. O. Eſq ; 
of Commons, who is generally one of his 
nourable Privy-Council, Sir. 

| | To the Clergy. 

To the Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
My Lord, or, Your Grace. 

To the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 8. My _ 


* 


Speaker of the Houſe 
Majeſty's moſt Ho- 
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To the Reverend the Dean 4 0. or Archdeacon, or Chan- 
collor of D. or Prebendary, &c. Mr. Dean, Reverend Sir, &c. 

All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, and Clergymen of 
other inferior Denominations are ſtiled Reverend. 


' T4 the Officers of his Majeſty's Houſhold. 

T hey are for the moſt Part addreſs'd according to their Rank 
and Quality, though ſometimes agreeable to the Nature of their 
Office; as, My Lord Steward, my Lord Chamberlain, Mr. Vice 
Chanberlain, &c. and in all Superſcriptions of Letters, which 
relate to Gentlemen's Employments, their Stile of Office ſhoukl 


never be omitted; and it they have more Offices than one, you 
need mention only the higheſt. 


To the Soldiers and Mews. 
In the Army all Noblemen are ſtiled according to their 
Rank, to which is added their Employ. - 
To the Honourable A. B. Eiq; Lieutenant. General, 'Ma- 


jor-General, nee of his Majeſty's Forces, Sir, 
your Honour, 


a, N — Honourable the Earl of 8. Captain of his Ma- 
of Horſe Guards, Band of Gentlemen Pen- 
Fer, B Band of 0 Yeoman of the Guards, &c. My Lord, your 

All VColonels are ſtiled Sea ; all ede Officers 
ſhould have the Name of their Employment ſet firſt; as for 
Example, to Major W. C. to Captain T. H. Sc. 

In the Navy all Admirals are ſtiled Honourable, and Noble- 
men according to Quality and Office. The other Officers as 
in the Army. a 

To the Ambaſſadors, Secretaries and Conſuls. 

All Ambaſſadors have the Title of Exceliengy added to their 
Quality, as have alſo all Plenipotentiaries, forugn 
and the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty's Envoy Extraordinary and har” ene to che Otto- 
man Port, Sir, your Excellency 


To his Excellency E. F. "Ela; ; Ambaſſador to his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, Sir, your Excellency. : 

To his Excellency the Baron d'A. his Pruſſi an Majeſty 8 Re- 
lident at the Court of Great Britain, Sir, your Excellency.” 

To Seignior W. G. Secr. from the Repub. of Venice, Sir. 

To G. H. Eſq ; his Britan, Majeſty's Conſul at Smyrna, Sir. 
To the Judges and Lawyers. 
All Judges, if Privy-Counſellors, are ſtiled Right Honour - 


able; as for Inftance ; 


To the Right Honourable A. B. Lord High Chancellor of 
_ 23 My Lord, your Lordſhip. 
o the Ri 


ht | 
your Honaur, 1 "IT r Vi Matter of the Rolls, Sir, 


To — 
„ 
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To the Right Honourable Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Honourable A. B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir, or 
May it pleaſe you, Sir. | isn ? 

To the Right Honourable A. D. Eſq; one of the Juſtices 
or to Judge T. Sir, or, May it pleaſe you, Sir. va 

To Sir R. D. his Majeſty's Attorney, Sollicitor; or Advo- 
cate General, Sir. OY rp 

All others in the Law, according to the Offices and Rank they 
bear, every Barriſter having the Title of Eſquire given him. 
To the Lieutenancy and Magiſtracy. 

To the Right Hon. G. Earl of C. Lord Lieut. and Cuftos 
Rotulorum of the County of Durham, My Lord, your 4,4% 
Io the Right Honourable P. C. Knight, Lord Mayor of 
the City of London, My Lord, your Lordſbidp. 
All Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace have the Title 
of Eſquire and Morſbipful, as have alſo all Sheriffs and Recorders. 

The Aldermen and Recorder of London are ſtiled Right Vor- 
Hipful; as are all Mayors of Corporations, except Lord Mayors 

be Eſq; High Sheriff of the County of Vork, Sir, 

r 1. 2 $44 { | WI 
To the Right Worſhipful F. F. Eg; Alderman of Tower 
Ward, London, Sir, your Worſhip. - a 
To the Right Worſhipful C. D. Recorder of the City 
of London, Sir, your Worſhip. © 
The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges, &c. which conſiſt of 
Magiſtrates, or have any ſuch among them, are ſtiled Right 

Worſbipful, or Worſbipful, as their Titles allow. 
To the Governors under the Crown. 
Too his Excellency G. Lord S. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
My Lord, your Excellency. © | 1 

To the Right Honourable C. Earl of D. Governor of Do- 
ver Caſtle, &c. My Lord, your Lordſhip. : 

The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed by the King 
are called Lieutenant- Governors. 

Thoſe appointed by Proprietors, as the Eaſt-India Compa- 
ny, Sc. are ſtiled Deputy-Governors. | 
A To Incorporate Bodies. 5 

To the Honourable Court of Directors of the United Compa- 
ny of Merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies, Your Honours. 

To the Honourable the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governors, 
and Directors of the South-Sea Company, Your Honours. 

To the Honourable the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 
Directors of the Bank of England, Your Honours. 

To the Maſter and Wardens of the Worſhipful Company 


of Mercers. rs,” 8 


